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Do You Know the Meaning of Rags? See page 583 














As My Father 
Hath Sent Me, 
Even So 

Send I You. 


JoHN 20:21 
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BIBLE AND MISSIONARY CONFERENCES 
January through March, 1948 


Our Baptist WorRLD Mission is the theme of the Bible and Missionary Conferences 
to be held in over one hundred strategic cities throughout the Northern Baptist Con- 
vention. The purpose of these one-day conferences, led by teams of outstanding 
denominational leaders, is to undergifd the World Mission of Northern Baptists 
through the presentation of: 


The Biblical basis of our mission and of our personal responsibility. 
The scope of our mission, the need of the field, and the effectiveness of our workers. 


The spiritual implications of the Discipleship Movement of our young people. 
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One Day Can Be Every Day 


Cartoon NumsBer 144 spy Cuartes A. WELLS 

















OR ONE GLoRIOus DAY of the year the whole world pauses to 
F surrender to the sweet charm and radiant influence of a little 
divine prince who cast His spell over the earth 1,947 years ago. 
That spell has not been broken, but has increased to become a 
spiritual dominion stretching across the earth and from pole to 
pole. On this one day of the year international selfishness bows 
for a moment in homage to the incarnate spirit of unselfishness, 
as did the shepherds and wise men long ago. Greed has temporary 
qualms of conscience as it stands before the manger. Even the 
doctrine that might makes right has momentary misgivings as 
to its validity. 

Thus hope is born anew in the hearts of men when they see 
the miracle of Christmas. Even in time of war, Christmas Day 
would find the opposing belligerents in an officially unauthorized 
but nevertheless actual state of armistice. So the question con- 
fronts humanity. If on one day, why not every day and always? 
Christmas Day demonstrates that men really can live in peace 
and harmony and understanding one for another, because on this 
one day of each year the world’s recognition of the return of 
Christmas and its pervading sentiment of good will among men 
compels them to do so. 

If He can be King for a day, then He can be King throughout 
the year.—-Cuar_es A. WELLS. 
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N. Y., and President of the Northern 
Baptist Convention, reelected to a 
second term at Atlantic City last May. 
> Exmer A. Frivett is the Foreign 
Board’s Secretary for the Far East. He 
spent last summer on a brief secretarial 
visit to Japan, China and the Philip- 
pine Islands. 

> Hersert L. Hackett, former U.S. 
Army Sergeant, is Assistant Professor 
of Journalism at Ohio Wesleyan Uni- 
versity, Delaware, Ohio. 

> Marcaret Jump is the wife of Rev. 
Chester J. Jump, missionary in Belgian 
Congo since 1945. 

> Geratp Watkins is pastor of the 
Lake Avenue Baptist Church, Roches- 
ter, N. Y., and a member of the For- 
eign Mission Board. 


The Upward Trend 
Awaits Your Stimulation 

For the third month in the cur- 
rent magazine fiscal year the sub- 
scription trend has not been up- 
ward. As compared with the corre- 
sponding months in 1946, May, 
June, July recorded subscription 
gains while August, September, 
October registered losses. The score 
now stands at 159 months of gain 
and 15 months of loss since the 
long uptrend first began in the 
spring of 1933, more than 14 years 
ago. 

Everybody agrees that this is an 
amazing magazine subscription 
record. Nevertheless the 15 months 
of loss, while only a fractional per- 
centage of the big total of gains is 
nothing to be proud of and ought 
now to remain at that figure. 


Instructions to Subscribers 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 
United 


te $200 $225" 
In Clube (5 or more) 1.50 1.75 











What is needed to resume the up- 
trend is your own stimulation, by 
means of your own subscription 
renewal when it expires, by your 
cooperation with the Club Man- 
ager in your church, ard above all 


Your help and cooperation is 
earnestly solicited. 

Have you thought of a Christmas 
Gift Subscription? 

What gift would be more appro- 
ee or more msciedsinde than to 


have Misstons come regularly to 
the home or a relative or friend as 
a Christmas reminder? Fill out 
the coupon at the bottom of page 
583, mail it promptly, and Missions 
will do the rest. 








by a good word now and then in 
behalf of Missions and your per- 
suasion of some other non-sub- 
scriber to join the magazine’s fam- 
ily of more than 50,000 subscribers. 

The big magazine subscription 
season is again here. More than 
15,000 annual subscriptions will 
expire within the next four months. 


He draws as he speaks 





Conferences 
tinguished record of achievement and 
inter-church groups throughout the country 


Farther information on request All engag ts pla 
The CHARLES A. WELLS Conferences on CHRIST AND WORLD, NEED 
152 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 














CROWDING UP FOR ENROLMENT ON REGISTRATION DAY AT FRANKLIN COLLEGE 


You have read statistics about the enrolment at the over- 
crowded colleges and universities across the United States. 
An editorial on page 608 in this issue discusses some of its 
implications. The accompanying photograph is symbolic, but 
it is also a literal interpretation of conditions in most American 
colleges today. 

Franklin College still believes that the small college should 
not try to become large. Its classes are still comparatively 
small and instruction is still on an individualized basis. More- 


over, in spite of larger student enrolment there is no diminu- 
tion of the Christian emphasis which has always been char- 
acteristic here. 

Nevertheless in view of the grand American rush to college, 
this is the time of year to make application for admission to 
Franklin College next September. photograph illustrates 
the competition that exists in accepting applications. If you 
are interested in attending a small Baptist college with highest 
academic standards and sound Christian emphasis. 


Send for application blank today 


For Catalogue, Bulletin and other Information 
Write to President Wiiliam Gear Spencer, LL.D. 


FRANKLIN COLLEGE ‘roux 
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LETTERS 


From the Editor’s Mail Bag 


I have just concluded reading the 
current issue of Missions, noting par- 
ticularly the editorial, “‘Regrettable 
and Commendable at Copenhagen.” 
To my mind the most regrettable 
thing of all is that when we so des- 
perately need unity among Baptists at 
home we find Northern Baptist lead- 
ers suggesting that when Southern 
Baptists stand in a democratic assem- 
bly and express their convictions it is 
“unfortunate”’ and “regrettable.” It 


is even more amazing when we con- 
sider that these Southern Baptist con- 
victions are the historic convictions of 
all Baptists, and which even you ad- 
mit many Northern Baptists hold to- 
day. Your treatment of Southern 
Baptist convictions is shameful.— 
Rev. Roger W. Hill, Elisworth, Maine. 


[ write to thank you for the October 
copy of Missions. Every issue is su- 
perb, but the October issue is extraor- 
dinarily fine. Particularly do I con- 
gratulate you on the editorial, “Copen- 
hagen’s Powerful Argument Against 


DO YOU KNOW THAT ,.. 


A NEW HOSPITAL AT 
KANGPOKPI, ASSAM WILL 
BF BUILT AS SOON AS THE 






Baptist Isolationism.”—Rev. D. R. 
Sharpe, Cleveland, Ohio. 
| 

I cannot help but resent your state- 
ments concerning Dr. M. E. Dodd’s 
position on the World Council of 
Churches. Quite naturally he was 
“self-appointed.” Southern Baptists 
do not appoint delegates to speak for 
them officially. There was no reason 
why he should not express himself as 
an individual and in his speech reflect 
the attitude of the majority of South- 
ern Baptists. I do not regard their con- 
victions as “ecclesiastical isolation- 
ism,” but rather as loyalty to the New 
Testament and our evangelical and 
evangelistic faith. So long as Baptists 
are loyal to the New Testament and 
remain evangelistic and missionary 
they will fill their place in this century. 
I do not believe that closer affiliation 
with other bodies which deny many of 
the things that Baptists have stood for 
can either 


through the centuries, 
strengthen Baptists or the work as a 
whole.—Rev. K. Owen White, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Note—MissIons maintains that 
Baptists are most truly loyal to 
the New Testament and to their 
own evangelical and evangelistic 
faith when they are prepared to 
bear their witness and proclaim 
their testimony anywhere and 
everywhere and at any time, in- 
cluding inside the World Council 
of Churches.—-ep. 










CRUSADE PAYMENT PROGRAM 
MAKES CONSTRUCTION POSS/BLE, 
THROUGH IT DR. FRANK F. 
CURRY, WHO IS ALREADY 
ON THE FIELD AS A MEDICAL 
MISSIONARY, WiLL MINISTER 
70 A POPULATION OF 180,000 
WAGA HiLL FOLK WHO HAVE ‘ 
ASKED FOR A HOSPITAL WHERE CHRISTIAN 
DOCTORS AND NURSES "TALK THEIR LANGUAGE,” 

















THE CRUSADE FOR CHRIST 
THROUGH EVANGELISM 
HAS GAINED MOMENTUM 
THROUGH THE WORK OF 


2) 
Many thanks for Missions’ report 
of the Baptist World Congress in Co- 
penhagen. I had looked forward to it, 













\ SEVEN AREA DIRECTORS expected a good report, and was not 


4, OF HOME VISITATION 
</ FVANGELISM WHOSE 
“* APPOINTMENT WAS MADE 
POSSIBLE THROUGH 
WORLD MISSION CRUSADE 
FUNDS. 
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AST NORTHFIELD, MA 


«ax ENJOY YOUR 
XS WINTER VACATION 
At this friendly Country Inn 


. Complete relaxation in warm cheery 
rooms, winter activities to watch from 
your window—snow sports, indoor 
games, entertainment, hearty meals, 
genuine hospitality—in short, every- 
thing for a delightful time. 

Write A. Gordon Moody, Manager 
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disappointed. Your comments on the 
“ecclesiastical isolationism” of some 
Baptists is strong but not a bit too 
strong or too severe. It is a seandal and 
a reproach. I am glad to think, how- 
ever, that there is a growing spirit of 
liberality and cooperativeness among 
Southern Baptists. Last winter I spoke 
in churches and associations in various 
parts of Florida and Georgia and I met 
a considerable number of pastors from 
whom I got that impression. One Flor- 
‘ida Baptist pastor said to me, “We 
cannot get very far if each denomina- 
tion goes it alone. We must work to- 
gether and cooperate in every possible 
way.” I do not have time to read ev- 
erything in Missions, but I always 
read the editorials and enjoy them.— 
Rev. Henry W. Munger, Bowling 
Green, Mo. 
| 


Having been present at Copenhagen 
I feel that your report of the Baptist 
World Congress was both courageous 
and accurate. Thanks very much for a 
fine piece of work.—Rev. Ralph T. 
Andem, Lansing, Mich. 
= 


Last night I reached home at 11 P.M. 
after a busy afternoon and evening in 
the city. In my mail was the October 
issue of Missions. I opened it think- 
ing to glance at the table of contents 
“‘and then to bed,” but it was so inter- 
esting that I was still reading it when 
the clock struck midnight. Missions 
is always of deep interest to me, but 
this issue was so surpassingly good 
that I instinctively said ““Amen” to 
the correspondent who said that when 
he reads Missions, he is proud to be a 
Baptist. By no means the least valuable 
feature to me and certainly one of my 
grounds for pride are the consistent, 
cogent, and courageous editorial ut- 
terances. After reading them I say to 
myself, “It is my privilege for many 
years to have known the writer of these 
editorials, and to feel free to write to 
him as to an old friend.” So please 
accept my sincere appreciation of your 
efforts and my hearty congratulations 
on the constructive and inspiring job 
you are doing for the glory of our Bap- 
tist brotherhood, but even more for 
the advancement of the Kingdom of 
God.—Jesse F. Smith, Suffield, Conn. 
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INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


is treiniag ths youeg woman cad others te serve os 


Pastors’ Assistants 


Socia, Wornenrs Cuurnce SeceeraRizs 
Cureustun Epvucation Dmecroas 
We offer 3 Courses: 
3-Year Di 


= Caer reese Caaeae Gist Sigh echeeal graduates wah 
sufficient advanced credits 
«Your College and Tonite Course with Bt or B.S. 
degrees nstitute Diploma. College 
venity of Gennayboonin ox Temple. 


Scmo.arsmirs AVAILABLE * 


1425 Snyder Avenue 


Mission Worxens 


work taken at Uni- 


Fiery Exrerience 
Write to 


OSCAR W. HENDERSON, Presiden: 
Philadelphia 45, Pa. 














Borkoloys 
LARGER MINISTRY 


In September President Sandford 
Fleming returned to Australia, his 
native land, for a three months visit. 


There Dr. Fleming is scheduled to 
ive a series of lectures in the three 
aptist Theological Schools, partici- 
pate in several conferences, and preach 


in a number of the leading churches. 


Berkeley is happy to share in this larger 
ministry. 


BERKELEY BAPTIST 
DIVINITY SCHOOL 


For information write President Sandford 
Fleming, Ph.D., 2606 Dwight Way, Berkeley 
4, California. 





I too would raise my voice in pro- 
test against your use of the term “The 
Baptist Church.” —Rev. G. M. Thomp- 
son, Benson, Minn. 

| 

You gave a magnificent journalistic 
report of the Baptist World Congress 
in Copenhagen. I thought your edi- 
torials were particularly fine and I bow 
my head in shame over the action of 
the State Church of Denmark in de- 
nying the use of its Grundtvig Me- 
morial Church for one of the Baptist 
sessions. Great harm has been done to 
the ecumenical cause by this short- 
sighted action as well as by the attack 
on the Baptists by the Lutheran radio 
preacher who used the radio as a means 
of stirring up animosity. The state- 
ment you make for the Baptist witness 
is very sound and the way in which 
such matters can be most effectively 
affronted is from within the fellowship 
of the World Council of Churches, a: 


you so clearly point out.—Rev. Henry 
Smith Leiper, World Council of 
Churches, New York, N, Y. 

I cannot refrain from registering a 
protest, not against theuse of the 
photograph of Pammell Village in 
September Missions but against the 
second sentence of its explanatory cap- 
tion. Who would expect Iowa State 
College to provide a church building 
in the middle of what is really an ex- 
tended dormitory for married stu- 
dents? Pammell Village is not an inde- 
pendent community. Its students are. 
not cut off from church privileges. 
Half a block away is the busy Roger 
Williams House where live the family 
and pastor of the Baptist Church in 
Ames, Iowa. He carries on a full and 
varied program for Baptist students. 
Furthermore there are five other 
churches and as many student cen- 
ters of other denominations across the 
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highway from the campus.—Mrs. 
Helen S. Robertson, Des Moines, Iowa. 


On Sunday night before he began 
his sermon our pastor reviewed Dr. 
Beers’ article. Although I had already 
read it that afternoon, I was glad to 
have my attention called to it again. 
So many Baptists simply do not know 
what they are missing by not reading 
Missions. I think it is a fine plan to 
give it to them in short sermon-prelude 
instalments from the pulpit.—Lwuella J. 
Randall, Chillicothe, Ohio. 


Please accept my heartfelt thanks 
for the splendid article, “Lovely Peo- 
ple and We Call Them Trailer Trash.” 
I, too, live in a trailer. Since my wife 
and two small children were burned 
out of our home last spring, our trailer 
has been a very splendid home for us. 
In fact, we have more comforts in our 


modern three-room trailer than we had 


in the parsonage that was our home 
in a previous pastorate. We have 
learned, to our sorrow, that all too 
many of our good Baptist people feel 
“trailerites” are “trash”. And, our 
Baptists have plenty of company, too. 
More power to you in correcting the 
attitude of people outside of trailers 
toward people inside of trailers.—Rev. 
Joseph L. Hughes, Chicago, Ill. 


Missions is making a lasting spir- 
itual impression upon every member 
of our family.— Rev. John C. Schweitzer, 
Manitowoc, Wis. 


I may differ with the Editor occa- 
sionally, nevertheless I greatly appre- 
ciate Missions and always recommend 
it to others. But it_grieves me to read 
letters such as you occasionally publish 
that are not written in the Spirit of 
Christ. Paul writes, “If any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ he is none of 








ONE AGREEMENT to 
end financial worries! 


By the simple act of subscribing to an American 
Agreement you do two great 
ou provide your old age with a steady, 
good times 


merican Bible 


Bible Society Annuit 
things: 1. Yo 

generous, unfailing income. (Through 
and bad, for more than 100 years, 


Society Annuity checks have never failed to arrive 
on time.) This sure income, moreover, entitles you 
to certain income tax exemptions. 2. You 

help in the increasingly important work of 
enlightening and unifying mankind throu 

the world-wide distribution of the Bible. : 





Mail this Coupon Today Without Fail! 
—_—— ee = ou se 
| American Bible Society, 450 Park Ave., N. Y. 22, N. Y. 


2 Please send me, without obligation, your booklet B-10 entitled 
A Gift That Lives.” 

(CD Please send Bible Reading List for Thanksgiving to Christmas. 

CII enclose $....for the world-wide distribution of the Scriptures. 


AN 


Send for the in- 
INCOME 


teresting booklet, 
"A Gift That 
Lives,” which tells 


ASSUREC 





i i 
how you can give and i <a 7 
receive generously at 
the same time. Add 
l a 
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his.” So do not let such letters bother 
you.—Rev. I. Fredmund, Red Oak, 
Towa. 

I am a Roman Catholic missionary 
in the heart of Africa. Only recently 
I have seen several copies of Missions 
and I was impressed by the seriousness 
and broadmindedness of its articles 
and editorials. I warmly approve and 
endorse its Christian attitude on the 
race problem and I fully agree with. 
Bishop Bromley Oxnam in his state- 
ment that “Roman Catholic and Prot- 
estant alike must discover and remove 
the causes that make for unbrotherly 
division.” We all should do our best in 
the vineyard of the Lord for the welfare 
and Christian education of the people 
in the name of the Lord we serve and 
preach. I should be very grateful if you 
could send me Missrons regularly, or 
if some subscriber would agree to send 
his copies to me after having read 
them. With many thanks beforehand, 

Sincerely yours, 
Fr. 

Note—This unusual letter 
reached Missions from a station 
in Africa far removed from 
any Baptist mission station in 
Belgian Congo. How this Roman 
Catholic priest chanced to see cop- 
ies of Missions is a mystery. In 
order to protect him against a 
reprimand by his Roman Catholic 
bishop or other member of the 
Hierarchy, his name and his mission 
station are omitted. He has been 
placed on the complimentary Fel- 
lowship Subscription list to receive 
Missions for the current year. 
Contributions in any amount from 
$1 upwards to the Fellowship Sub- 
scription Fund are always grate- 
fully accepted from any subscriber 
who feels disposed to make the 
magazine available to other people 
in this way.—Eb. 








YOU WILL BE IMPRESSED 


international scope as well as the missionary 
and educational content of this issue. So would a friend 
er relative who is not familiar with the magazine. 


SAVE YOU BVER THOUGET OF A 
GIFT SUBSCRIPTION? 


Address MISSIONS 
152 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y 
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The Meaning of Rags 
(See front cover picture) 


The front cover pictures ragged life 
in Budapest. The photograph is fur- 
nished Misstons by courtesy of The 
Christian Leader. 

Rags are defined in the dictionary as 
fragments or torn bits of cloth, worn 





or frayed pieces of garments, shabby 
clothing, especially when it is patched 
and tattered. How would you enjoy 
living in rags? Have you ever tried to 
dress with rags? 

There are millions of children in 
Europe and Asia dressed like the boy 
pictured on the front cover. What will 
this Christmas mean for them? 





You can help in some measure by 
generous participation in the Sunday 
of Sacrifice offering on December 7, 
1947, and by continuing to send gifts of 
clothing to any of the Church World 
Service Warehouses. Write to Secretary 
Stanley I. Stuber, Baptist World Relief 
Committee, 152 Madison Avenue, 
New York 16, N. Y. 





YOU Are Wondering What to GIVE for CHRISTMAS 


Have You Ever Thought of a Gift Subscription? 


Are you looking for an appropriate, interesting, helpful, and lasting Christmas 
gift 2? What could be finer or more practical than a gift subscription to this magazine ? 

Each year more and more readers subscribe to MISSIONS for relatives, shut-ins, 
and intimate friends. Thus they spread Christmas cheer throughout the year. 





= 


THIS BEAUTIFUL CARD IN 
FOUR COLORS, WiLL BE 
SENT TO ALL RECIPIENTS OF 
CHRISTMAS GIFT SUBSCRIP- 
TIONS, CONVEYING YOUR 
GREETINGS AND AN- 
NOUNCING THE MONTHLY 
ARRIVAL OF . 
MISSIONS 


“— 


FILL IN THE COUPON 
AND MAIL PROMPTLY 
WITH REMITTANCE OF 
$1.50 PER SUBSCRIP- 
TION (CLUB RATE) BE- 
FORE THE CHRISTMAS 
MAIL RUSH BEGINS 


<=>" 


To have Gift Subscriptions begin with the January issue, and cards mailed to arrive for 
Christmas, names and remittances should reach MISSIONS not later than December 1 5th 
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MISSIONS 


SEND THE MAGAZINE TO 


Seeeeeeeereeeereeeee 
eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Additional names and addresses should be written on a separate piece of paper and $1.50 (Club Rate) endosed for each name 


MISSIONS, 152 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
Enclosed find $........ Send a Christmas Gift subscription at the Club Rate to the following and a Christmas card with my name as donor. 
ANNOUNCE IT AS FROM ME 


PRCT E 
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THE MADONNA SAN SISTO BY RAPHAEL 


This world masterpiece, displayed for many years in the Dresden Art Museum in Germany, is alleged to have been stolen 
and presumably hidden somewhere in Soviet Russia. See editorial on the opposite page. 
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The Vanished Madonna 


OR many years the Madonna San Sisto 
ESG Raphael, familiarly known as The 
istine Madonna, had hung in the 
Dresden Art Museum in Germany. All who saw 
it there will recall the chapel-like gallery and 
the atmosphere of worshipful silence as visitors 
sat under the spell of this masteriece. Accord- 


ing to recent newspaper reports this painting ~ 


has disappeared. It is alleged to have been 
stolen and to be hidden somewhere in the vast 
domain of Soviet Russia. 

Although the world of art is gravely concerned 
over the recovery of a vanished Christmas 
painting, humanity really ought to be far more 
concerned over the recovery of the Christmas 
spirit. How sorely that spirit is needed amid 
today’s international tensions has been revealed 
almost daily in the sessions of the United 
Nations at Flushing Meadow where great 
nations have charged one another with im- 
perialism, aggression, and war mongering. In 
his syndicated column Mr. Joseph Aslop reports 
American Congressmen on a tour of Europe as 
having said, “We might as well have another 
war and get it over with.” Only a reeovery of 
the Christmas spirit will prompt men to prefer 
to spend a few millions on peace and good will 
rather than billions on plans for another war 
that would cost hundreds of billions, slay 
millions of innocent people who desire only 
peace, and wreck whatever is left of our disin- 
tegrating civilization. Fortunately on October 
27th by a unanimous vote of 56 to 0, the United 
Nations condemned al] war propaganda. Here 
at least is one encouraging, small, but bright 
ray of hope and light reflected from the Star of 
Bethlehem. 

Only the spirit of Christmas can help the 
world’s refugees. More than two years ago the 
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United Nations first considered this gigantic 
human problem. In camps for Displaced Persons 
remain 879,950 people facing another winter of 
frustration and despair. More than a year ago 


_ New York’s late Mayor La Guardia said, “‘The 


United States has shed more tears and passed 
more resolutions on refugees than any other 
country; but nothing is done to let them in.” 
For them also God sent His son into the world. 

According to The United States News the 
American people are today eating far more 
than they did before the war. The contrast 
between a bitter, wretched, cold, hungry world 
and these complacent, prosperous, warm, sleek 
United States, is terrifying. Nothing but the 
recovered spirit of Christmas will prompt a 
worthy response to the desperate needs of a 
famished humanity, to the President’s food 
conservation program, and to every project in 
world relief. 

Surely the spirit of Christmas is needed in our 
Baptist fellowship. Good will and reconciliation 
are not compatible with needless creedal con- 
troversy, with unseemly foreign mission com- 
petition and the projection of a national Baptist 
association to lure support and loyalty away 
from the Northern Baptist Convention. The 
true spirit of Christmas never manifests itself in 
divisiveness, in competing loyalties, and in 
ill will propaganda designed to undermine 
confidence. 

Finally Baptists need the spirit of Christmas 
to assure success in their Crusade for Christ 
through Evangelism. “That the world through 
him might be saved”, was the originally de- 
clared purpose of His coming. To proclaim that 
and to persuade men to believe that is not only 
the meaning of evangelism. It is also the essence 
of the spirit of Christmas. 
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Exurope’s alarming food situation with the approach of winter according to a map by Vaughan Gray, reproduced by 
courtesy of The New York Times 


Another Winter’s Ride Across Europe 
For the Third Horseman 


HE third horseman of the Apocalypse is destined 

to ride across Europe for the third winter since 
the end of the war. According to a food survey by 
Michael L. Hoffman in The New York Times, Europe 
has today an estimated population of 400,000,000, 
not including Soviet Russia. There is in Europe today 
only enough food to feed 200,000,000 as well as they 
were fed last winter, which was not very well. In other 
words, if today’s available food were equitably dis- 
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tributed among the total population, all would re- 
ceive only half as much food as they received last 
year. That would not keep any of them alive! Moreover 
this year’s harvest, because of prolonged summer 
drought, is alarmingly below what had been ex- 
pected. Food experts estimate that 22,000,000 tons 
of cereal must be shipped to Europe this winter, but 
the people will be very lucky if they receive as much 
as 15,000,000 tons. On the best of prospects, millions 
of people are destined to be terribly hungry during 
the coming cold and bleak winter months. Only in 
Switzerland and in Sweden will people have enough 
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to eat. The food map on this page, reproduced by 
courtesy of The New York Times, tells its own grim 
story. Note the black areas where food conditions 
will be very bad. In these black areas are nearly 
150,000,000 people, about equal to the total popula- 
tion of the United States. They are to witness an- 
other ride by the grim third horseman. They are to 
experience the most terrible winter since the begin- 
ning of the war more than eight years ago. The 
American people are living on a diet of 3,500 calories 
per day. Can you imagine 150,000,000 Americans 
reduced to a diet of less than 1,800 calories, which is 
the maximum ration aimed at by the British and 
American military governments in Germany? In 
some areas of Europe the ration is 1,200 calories and 
even less. If your imagination can picture that, no 
further argument is needed to urge loyal cooperation 
with any and every food conservation program. No 
additional appeal ought to be required for generous 
contributions to the offering on Sunday of Sacrifice, 
for sending C A RE packages, and for support of 
other relief measures. 


The Good Samaritan 
Lives Again in Norway 


OTWITHSTANDING its own food scarcity and im- 
poverishment resulting from four years of nazi 
occupation, Norway has been demonstrating the 
spirit of the Good Samaritan to a degree that ought to 
make the people of these prosperous and well fed 
United States feel ashamed. During the past summer 
and autumn hundreds of undernourished and weak- 
ened European children, mostly between six and 
twelve years of age, have been enjoying the hospital- 
ity of the Norwegian people. After several months 
sojourn amid the beauty and serenity of Norway’s 
fjords and forests they have returned home refreshed 
and restored to normal health. Among them were 
300 children from Czechoslovakia, 260 orphans from 
Poland whose parents had died in concentration 
camps, 60 children from Austria, and 120 children of 
French railway workers who came as guests of 
employees of Norwegian State Railways. All have 
been housed and fed and given generous doses of the 
famed Norwegian cod liver oil which the restoration 
of Norway’s fishing industry has again made abun- 
dant. Moreover, Norway has not only shown a con- 
cern for the childhood of war devastated Europe. 


Some months ago the Norwegian Government re- 
quested that all food and clothing packages shipped 
to people in Norway through the CARE organiza- 
tion (Cooperative American Relief for Europe) be 
discontinued and be diverted to other people in Eu- 
rope whose privations and needs were more acute. 
Furthermore Norway has shipped tons of cod liver 
oil to areas where its vitamin content is so necessary 
for human rehabilitation. Out of her own poverty 
Norway has thus given generously. The American 
people should remember that as an incentive to com- 
ply loyally with President Truman’s food conserva- 
tion program. And American Baptists need to re- 
member it when on Sunday of Sacrifice (December 
7th) they are asked to contribute out of their own 
abounding prosperity. 


How Shall They Print Bibles 
Without Paper and Printing Presses? 


fw YEAR'S BIBLE SUNDAY (December 14, 1947) 
is rightly regarded as the most important the 
American Bible Society has ever presented to the 
American people. Never in history has there been 
such a dire shortage of Bibles. Europe reports an 
immediate need of 7,000,000 Bibles of which 5,000,- 
000 are required in Germany. Before the war Ger- 
many was Europe’s foremost Bible producing nation. 
Today with Germany’s cities in ruins, most printing 
plants destroyed or removed to Russia as reparations, 
and paper unobtainable, no Bibles can be produced 
in Germany. Similar conditions prevail in Japan 
where an almost unbelievable demand is reported for 
Japanese and English New Testaments. Required im- 
mediately are at least 2,500,000 Japanese New 
Testaments. Who will supply them? The great 
evangelistic opportunity now presented in Japan, as 
reported by Dr. William Axling last month (see 
Misstons, November, 1947, pages 530-532), and by 
Secretary Elmer A. Fridell this month (see pages 
597-600), cannot be met without the help of a wide 
distribution of Bibles. Thus Europe and Asia offer a 
challenge to the United States to become the Bible 
supply house of the world. During the war the 
American people were proud to have their nation 
become known as the Arsenal of Democracy. They 
should now feel a comparable satisfaction and readi- 
ness to assume the new obligation which Bible 
Sunday brings to their attention. 
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REMARKABLE REMARKS, usually appearing on this page, be- 
cause of space limitation are transferred temporarily to page 604 
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Hope and Faith Amid Desolation and Despair 


By GERALD WATKINS 


* 













RIGHT: A Baptist pastor in 
Holland and his wife, both 
thankful for the gifts of Ameri- 
can clothing they are wearing. 
BELOW: Overcrowded, uncom- 
fortable, inconvenient, and infre- 
quent bus transportation in the 
rubble-lined streets of Warsaw 





OME time ago I heard an American who 
) had just returned from Europe make this 
4 extraordinary comment: “In spite of 
the tales of suffering we hear from across the 
sea, Europe seems to be well fed and clothed.” 
It is possible for an American to go to some coun- 
tries in Europe, stay at first class de luxe hotels, 
pay exorbitant prices for elaborate meals, move 
on to another city and repeat the selfish orgy, 
and return to the United States with such a 
biased conclusion. Nevertheless no person with 
eyes open and a heart responding to the slightest 
degree of compassion, can visit Europe without 
sensing the dire situation which the majority of 
the people are facing in this crucial hour. 
Flying from New York to Amsterdam, and 
spending several weeks visiting Holland, Bel- 
gium, France, Germany, Poland, Switzerland, 
Sweden, Denmark, England, and Wales has 
been an ‘experience that has opened my eyes to 
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BELOW: A typical home in the 
war tuins of Warsaw, Poland. 
Note the shell pocked walls, the 
huge pile of rubble that must be 
crossed when going to and from 
the home, also the touch of 
beauty in the flowers at the 
drab and dreary entrance 


Impressions of postwar Europe by an American 
Baptist pastor who with a party of nine other 
American Baptists visited six countries in Eur- 
ope before arriving in Copenhagen, Denmark, 
to attend the 7th Baptist World Congress. 


~ 





the heroic struggle which the people of. these 
lands are making in the face of difficulties which 
we in the United States have never experienced 
or even imagined. 

This was not a pleasure trip. The things which 
I saw and heard were, for the most part, far 
from pleasant. Nobody can view with any sense 
of joy the aftermath of the second World War 
with its desolate ruins, bomb-shattered churches 
and homes, improvised hovels in filthy debris, 
emaciated faces of undernourished children, and 
cemeteries with their endless rows of white 
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crosses. Yet even in the midst of the desolation 
we found the flame of hope, faith and courage 
burning brightly in human hearts, amazing our 
party * with the marvelous resiliency of the 
human spirit. 

Leaving the bombed cities and riding out into 
the country, it was astonishing to find how 
effectively nature has already covered up the 
scars of war. On the old battlefields of the first 
World War, the trenches were barely visible for 
nature had long ago woven a green garb of grass 
and foliage to cover the hideous marks of 
carnage. Standing by the War Memorial to the 
Canadian men who gave their lives on Vimy 
Ridge and looking down into the pleasant valley 
below, the words of the American poet Carl 
Sandburg came to my mind. 


Pile the bodies high at Austerlitz and Waterloo, 

Shovel them under and let me work. 

I am grass, I cover all. 

And pile them high at Gettysburg 

And pile them high at Ypres and Verdun 

Shovel them under and let me work—two years ten, 
years, 

And passengers ask, ““What place is this? 

Where are we now?” 

I am the grass. Let me work! 


Would that we might have the wisdom, the 
sheer common sense to obliterate the hatreds 
and the misunderstandings, the selfishness and 
the bigotry which make wars possible, as ef- 
fectively as the grass has covered up the scars on 
Europe’s landscape. 

With its fertile fields, green meadows, winding 
rivers, and lovely trees, Europe is a beautiful 
land. Surely God has meant this world to be a 
paradise of plenty. Man’s imhumanity to man 
has made it a shambles, a desert of want and 
misery. 

We found conditions in Holland encouraging. 
There seems to be a spirit of hope in the hearts 





* The party of which the author was a member was under the 
direction of the Foreign Mission Board’s representative in Europe, 
Dr. Edwin A. Bell, and included Convention President Edwin T. 
Dahlberg, pastors Gerald Watkins, G. M. Derbyshire, I. G. Roddy, 
secretaries M. D. Farnum, F. M. Woyke, S. I. Stuber, L. D. Jen- 
sen, and Mrs. Jensen, on a pre-Baptist-World-Congress tour of 
France, Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, and Poland, with a brief 
stopover in Stuttgart, Germany. See Missions, October, 1947, 
page 469.—ED 
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of the people in spite of the desperate days of 
German occupation. Although the marks of war 
are still visible, the bombed areas have been 
cleared, and the bricks have been arranged in 
neat piles awaiting the day when materials will 
be available for rebuilding. Bicycles are in evi- 
dence everywhere. It was a wholesome sight to 
see families riding by, father and mother each 
on a bicycle with a small child seated in a little 
chair attached to the handlebars. Frequently 
they would have little carriage trailers behind 
the bicycles in which the little children with 
their clean smiling faces would be riding. Hol- 
land is a land of bicycles, canals, shining win- 
dows and side walk restaurants, a land of gar- 
dens and well cultivated fields, a land of indus- 
trious people who are now busily engaged in 
literally drying up the Zuider Zee from which. 
they hope to reclaim thousands of acres of till- 
able land. 

There are only 6,000 Baptists in Holland with 
48 churches, 36 of them belonging to the Baptist 
Union. It was a joy to meet with our Baptist 
brethren. In spite of their small numbers, they 
have a deep devotion to Christ and a radiant 
spirit that warmed our hearts. Even now I can 
see their faces light up, and I hear their mur- 
murs of contented amazement arise as President 
E. T. Dahlberg of the Northern Baptist Conven- 
tion tells them that they are a part of a great 
throng of Baptists with a total membership in 
the United States alone of approximately ten 
million. Although each word uttered had to pass 
through the lips of an interpreter, we felt a kin- 
ship of heart and mind that can be found only 
within the Christian fellowship. As our voices 
mingled with theirs in the familiar Christian 
hymns, we all felt that, 

In Christ there is no east nor west, 
In Him no south nor north, 

But one great fellowship of love 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 

It was most satisfying to discover that. the 
packages sent by individuals and churches from 
the United States to Holland, and the clothing 
and supplies sent through Church World Serv- 
ice, were actually reaching their destination and 
bringing new hope to these Christian friends. 
After one of the services in Amsterdam, a min- 
ister and his family said to us, “See! We are 
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The Canadian War Memorial at Vimy Ridge in 
memory of thousands of Canadian soldiers who were 
killed here during the first World War 


Americans too.” Each member of this family 
was clad from head to foot in clothing sent by 
American friends. If any readers of Missions 
have felt that it was useless to send packages 
and clothing to Europe, because of rumors that 
the material does not reach the proper destina- 
tion, let them take heart and renew their efforts, 
for we saw the happy faces, heard the words of 
gratitude, and felt the warm hand clasp of those 
whose lives have been brightened and cheered 
by the gifts of American Baptists! 

At the close of services we conducted, the 
people would gather outside the church to wish 
us Godspeed. As the bus in which we were riding 
moved away and down the highway, they would 
stand waving their hands until we had disap- 
peared from their sight. One of the happiest 
memories is the thought that as representatives 
of the Baptists of America, we were able to re- 
assure our co-workers in Europe that they had 
not been forgotten by their more fortunate 
brethren in the Northern Baptist Convention. 

In Belgium, we found the stores well stocked 
with food and all kinds of British and American 
merchandise, although prices were uniformly 
high, as is the case all over Europe. In Brussels, a 
cake of Palm Olive soap costs 50 cents in Ameri- 
can money. We were told that the reason for 
Belgium’s favorable condition at present is due 
to the fact that the nation’s credit was built up 
during the World War through materials fur- 
nished to the Allies by the Belgian Congo in 
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Africa. There was grave concern expressed, 
however, that when this credit is exhausted, 
Belgium will be faced with a serious situation. 
This truth seemed to be substantiated by the 
fact that Belgian currency was not highly re- 
garded in other European countries. While in 
Copenhagen, I was unable to exchange any 
Belgian money into Danish money. 

Out of a population of 9,000,000 in Belgium, 
there are only 40,000 Protestants. Many mil- 
lions make no profession of religion at all. 
What a challenge these European countries 
present to the church of Christ! Here again, the 
Baptist churches are small and few in number 
but extremely zealous. We visited a little church 
in Grace-Berler where a young man by the name 
of Van der Mullen is minister..It was a small 
wooden structure, but the work was flourishing. 
They had already started a building fund and 
had collected 20,000 Belgian francs in anticipa- 
tion of the day when they could build a larger 
structure to adequately house their congrega- 
tion. Although we were present at this church on 
a Thursday morning, the minister had five of his 
eight deacons present to greet us. They informed 
us that 21 had been baptized in their little 
church during the past year. It was at this 
church that our hearts were deeply touched 
when two little girls came forward to present to 
Mrs. Louis P. Jensen, the only woman in our 
party, a lovely bouquet of flowers. Later she 
placed the bouquet on the grave of an unknown 
American soldier in the cemetery at Nouville, 
Belgium, while we gathered in a solemn circle 
for a word of prayer. 

In Liege, we met with the congregation of a 
little Polish Baptist Church. This group was 
worshipping in a small room which seated not 
more than 75 people. It was immaculately clean 
and decorated with lovely flowers which the 
people had brought from their little gardens. 
The pews were hard wooden benches. Over the 
pulpit were the words, ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE 
TO HIM WHO BELIEVES. This church was started 
in 1938 with a membership of 18 and now it has 
60. We were told that out of 30 heads of families 
in the membership, only five were working. The 
others were incapacitated through long hours of 
work in the coal mines coupled with under- 
nourishment, and were now existing on small 
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pensions. Recently they purchased a good sized 
building which they plan to remodel into a 
church, According to their estimate it will take 
$1,000 worth of material, but the work of re- 
modelling will be done entirely by members and 
friends of the church. They hoped to complete 
the task in two or three months. 

While in Belgium we were informed that there 
are at least 20,000 displaced persons who have 
been accepted by the government for work in the 
Belgian mines. Counting the families, the total 
number of people is around 60,000. These men 
must pass a physical examination and sign an 
agreement to work in the mines for at least two 
years before they are accepted. The Belgian 
government frankly admits that this action on 
its part is not due to any philanthropic impulse, 
but is purely a business proposition. Belgium 
needs workers in its mines. This is one way to 
secure them. These workers are paid 140 Belgian 
francs a day, the equivalent of about $2.30 in 
American money. In spite of the hard work and 
small pay, the men accept this life in preference 
to remaining in displaced persons’ detention 
camps. Many of the men brought into Belgium 
fail to meet the physical requirements. They are 
then detained in prison camps where they lead a 
hopeless existence. Near Liege there was such a 
camp with 700 of these men. Many of the in- 
mates were Russians. According to the Rev. 
Charles Grickman, a minister who is working 
among displaced persons in Belgium, there is a 
deep hunger for the gospel in these camps. 

During our stay in France we visited many of 
the Baptist churches under the guidance of 
Rev. Henry Vincent, minister of the Avenue du 
Main Baptist Church in Paris. Acting as guide, 
and interpreter, for almost a week, he gave all 
his time escorting us to various places of inter- 
est. I shall never forget the communion service 
we attended in his church in Paris on a Sunday 
morning. It is a church of 300 members. As I 
entered the church I noted that the list of church 
contributors is displayed in the foyer. There 
were 255 pledges of record with the amount 
given by each pledger. That is a good percentage 
for a membership of 300! At this communion 
service, the following nationalities were repre- 
sented—French, Swedish, American, Rumanian, 
Russian, Swiss, Indo-Chinese, Dutch, Austrian, 
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The congregation assembled in front of the Rumanian 
Baptist Church in Paris 


Hungarian, and German. At the close of the . 
service our party was invited to come forward 
and participate in the Lord’s Supper. Mr. Vin- 
cent served us the elements as we stood in 
prayerful silence, and at the close we sang to- 
gether each in our own language, “‘Blest be the 
tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.” 
Ii was an experience never to be forgotten. 

There is a Roumanian Baptist Church in 
Paris. We attended its afternoon service. This 
church is without a minister at present, but we 
were welcomed most heartily by a deacon. 
Among other things he said, “We are very poor 
in this church, but we try to be rich in God.” 
After messages from the deacon, Mr. Vincent, 
and three members of our party, I was requested 
to lead in a closing prayer. Thinking, of course, 
that after listening to five messages and singing 
several hymns it was time to pronounce the 
benediction I proceeded to do so. Fortunately no 
one present except Mr. Vincent and our party 
members could understand English nor was my 
prayer interpreted, for when I was through, the 
meeting continued. My benediction evidently 
did not have the proper ecclesiastical authority. 
It is customary in this church, so we were told, 
to continue a religious service for two or even 
three hours. 

On Sunday evening, we attended a service at 
the Russian Baptist Church. We were thrilled 
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with the singing which was accompanied by a 
small organ and a cello. The cellist was an ac- 
complished musician. With his long full beard he 
looked like a Jewish Rabbi. Later I was amazed 
to find that he could speak English fluently. Mr. 
Vincent spoke in French, our representatives 
spoke in English, while a big husky Russian, 
who would make a splendid lineman on an Amer- 
ican college football team, translated both the 
French and the English into Russian. At the 
clése of the service we all stood singing in Eng- 
lish, French and Russian, “God be with you till 
we meet again.” 

In the brief compass of one article, it is diffi- 
cult to touch even the high spots of our tour. 
I will omit all reference to Switzerland and all 
‘ accounts of our visit to the headquarters of the 
World Council of Churches, especially since 
Dr. Lipphard gave such an illuminating picture 


of this country and of the World Council of 


Churches in Missions last February. 

Czecho-Slovakia seems to be making note- 
worthy recovery. We were shown some horrible 
sights in this little country, such as prisons 
where terrible atrocities had been committed, 
and what remains of Lidice, the village that was 
completely obliterated by the Germans. We also 
heard tales of suffering and heroism that stirred 
us to the depths. Of course, food is rationed in 
all the countries we visited. All food is rationed 
in Czecho-Slovakia except potatoes and cheese. 
One pound of meat is allowed per person per 
month. While the Communist Party has the 
largest number of seats in the coalition govern- 
ment, there is a warm feeling on the part of the 
people toward the democracies of the West. 
Czecho-Slovakia is literally a pawn between the 
East and West, and the people are deeply con- 
scious of this fact. All they ask is to be allowed 
to be friendly with both sides, and to have a 
chance to build up their civilization in peace. 

Standing in Prague by the John Huss monu- 
ment I read the memorable words engraved on 
it, LOVE ONE ANOTHER AND LET EVERYONE EN- 
JOY HIS OWN TRUTH! It accentuated the yearning 
in my heart for the peace which could be realized 
if all of us took that saying seriously. I was glad 
this monument was not destroyed like countless 
others in Europe, but that it still stands with its 
searching appeal. 
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The Baptist Church in Prague is a splendid 
edifice located in one of the fine sections of the 
city. We were fortunate to be present when the 
Baptists of Czecho-Slovakia were meeting for 
their annual convention. There were 250 dele- 
gates present. I had the privilege of leading a 
discussion in the ministers’ group. It was inter- 
esting to note the questions they wanted dis- 
cussed. I list a few of them “‘What do Americans 
think of President Truman?” “‘ What is the sig- 
nificance of the Taylor Ambassadorship to the 
Vatican?” “How can you account for a Baptist 
President doing that?” “‘What do the Baptists 
in the United States think of Russia?”’ “‘ What is 
the significance of the liberal-fundamentalist 
controversy among Northern Baptists?” “To 
what extent should the cliurch involve itself in 
political and social issues?”’ It was much like a 
conference of Baptist ministers in the United 
States. 

Through the efforts of Dr. Edwin A. Bell, our 
Foreign Mission Board’s Special Representative 
in Europe, who planned our entire trip and 
whose knowledge of European conditions and in- 
fluence with the authorities is amazing, we were 
given a military permit to enter Germany and to 
spend one day in Stuttgart. Yet in that brief 
time we had a view of the destroyed city, an 
opportunity to attend two services of worship, 
one in Stuttgart, and the other in a Latvian 
Baptist Church in Esslingen, as well as two 
conferences with German Baptist ministers of 
that area. 

We expected the devastation in Germany to 
be terrible, and so it proved to be. But when we 
reached Poland we found the worst destruction 
of any country we visited. Stuttgart in Germany 
has been bombed. Warsaw in Poland has been 
literally pulverized. The need in both of these 
countries is beyond description. Crowded hous- 
ing, if you can call living in cellars and demol- 
ished buildings housing, coupled with under- 
nourishment and lack of adequate clothing are 
increasing the prevalence of tuberculosis and 
many other diseases. We were told that in many 
towns in Germany 50% of all the children under 
six years of age are tubercular. Again, the cry for 
food and clothing was the uppermost appeal. 

How people manage to exist and why a 
plague does not break out in Warsaw is a mys- 
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tery to me. Here 300,000 corpses are still en- 
tombed in the rat infested debris where there is 
no adequate shelter or sanitation. “‘Just how do 
they live?” was a question I frequently asked. 
The two answers which seemed to fit the facts 
were, “They vegetate,” and “They don’t live, 
they die.””’ We visited homes in the rubble. 
Climbing up over planks which served as stairs, 
we reached a dingy room in what was left of one 
city block, to find an aged couple living in 
squalor with two little granddaughters. Their 
only furniture consisted of two filthy cots, a 
table and a little brick stove. Thanks to our Bap- 
tist relief program, the two little girls from this 
family and many other children are given a 
touch of real life in our three Children’s Homes in 
Poland. Each of the three homes accommodates 
60 children. For a period of three months chil- 
dren are taken to these shelters with the consent 
of their parents, where they are not only fed and 
clothed, but where real affection is lavished upon 
them. If you could have been with us to see the 
happy faces of these little ones who had spent a 
few weeks in our Baptist Homes, you would 
appreciate as never before the value of our mis- 
sionary and relief projects. The pathetic side of 
the picture is that we are able to do so little with 
which to meet such overwhelming need. Too 
much praise cannot be given to the Norwegian, 
Swedish and Danish Baptists who furnish the 
personnel and much of the supplies to conduct 
this work while Northern Baptists furnish the 
funds. Not only are children fed and clothed in 
these homes, but clothing is dispensed to adults 





who come and stand in queues awaiting their 
turns. It was a joy to see tons of clothing arrive 
from Church World Service on the very day we 
were at the Children’s Home at Marbork. 

Rubble is still piled high in many of the streets 
of Warsaw. Streets which formerly had two car 
tracks now have only a narrow winding foot 
path. The question is often asked, “Why don’t 
the Poles get to work, clean up this rubble and 
start rebuilding? ’’ How can they, with the com- 
plete lack of equipment, and the daily struggle 
for bread so acute? We saw men in the market 
place selling rusty nails, hinges, and hammers 
with broken handles, so desperate is the situa- 
tion. It was in the midst of such conditions that 
President Alfred W. Kurzawa, former pastor of 
our Baptist Church in Warsaw, and now Presi- 
dent of our Polish Baptist Theological Seminary, 
whose wife had been prisoner in a German con- 
centration camp, smilingly said to us as we re- 
turned to the city from the Radosh Children’s 
home, “‘O! Life is so good now. During the war 
we had so many problems, but now that the war 
is over everything is fine.”’ It was this same min- 
ister who stood on the rubble of what was once 
his church and pointing to one spot he said, 
“‘Here is where my pulpit was!” and to another, 
“Here is where my study used to be!” 

The faith and the courage of people like him 
and countless others we might name is the only 
bright spot in the European scene. With that 
faith supported by the prayers, the concern, and 
the sacrificial gifts of American Christians, even 
devastated Europe can rise into newness of life. 


on 


Dutch Baptists in front of their church in Amsterdam, Holland. Many of 
them are wearing American clothing sent by Northern Baptists through the 
interdenominational relief agency known as Church World Service 
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The War Veteran Looks at the Christian Church 


By HERBERT L. HACKETT 










Church service on the 
anti-aircraft gun deck of a 
warship. The two chaplains have 
temporarily laid aside their lifebelts 


4 was with considerable complacency 
that many of us pre-war associates with 
the Christian church looked at the role 
of organized religion during the past war. How 
we gloried in the discovery of ‘‘ foxhole religion”! 
How we rejoiced when American soldiers “found 
the church there,”’ so that this phrase became the 
title of a widely read mission study book! How 
we were inspired by the heroic unselfishness of 
“‘our”’ chaplains who administered the last rites, 
knelt in urgent prayer before H-hour, gave the 
life-preserver joyfully that another might live. All 
these experiences we were prone to count as 
extensions of ourselves, of our church, and of 
our Christian faith. Thus we permitted them to 
satisfy ourselves that we fought the good fight. 
At least I personally have wanted to feel that 
through my church I faced a great crisis with 
courage and understanding. Perhaps I wanted 
to feel this way because I knew that somewhere 
I had failed and my church had failed to make 
a world of peace. Perhaps also I may have felt 
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More than ten million war veterans are 
now in the United States. With the 

war a memory, what do 
they think of the Church? 


ie tl 





A former Army Sergeant, now on the faculty of 
Ohio Wesleyan University interviewed 300 war 
veterans enrolled in college. His findings concern- 
ing their opinions of the Christian church are 
not encouraging and assuredly not conducive to 
church complacency. This brief article should 
prompt considerable serious thinking by pastors, 
church members, as well as educational leaders 





a guilty conscience in forgetting the convictions 
of the Man of Peace which the church is sup- 
posed to have taught me. 

However, when I became a soldier I soon had 
to come to realize vaguely the inconsistency of 
the position of the church that was dedicated to 
peace but “going along with” the war, of feed- 
ing the fires of hate, of invoking a tribal god of 
vengeance to bring disaster to the enemy, of 
making a pageant of the grief and loneliness of 
those left behind. Other inconsistencies soon 
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became obvious, like the military authority 
vested in the officer chapiain who was presumed 
to be a man of God, the use of ancient shib- 
boleths to justify that against which mast men 
felt a natural revulsion, the adding of the sanc- 
tity of the church to the building of “morale,” 
a morale that was also bolstered by appeals to 
“know your enemy,” by heightened national- 
ism, and sweetened by “beer busts” and 
“women” at the US O. 

In order to test the effect of such contradic- 
tions on the war veteran, I took the opportunity 
to poll some 300 returned servicemen who are 
now students in one of our Baptist colleges. It 
is obvious that this is a selective study, in that 
we may assume that most of these students 
have come from families connected with 
churches, and that they still have strong ties 
to the church. Because of this background the 
response is doubly damning. _ 

It is generally agreed that many veterans 
had emotional experiences in times of stress and 
that the battlefield emergency had produced 
something which we have so glibly called “‘fox- 
hole religion.” To the veteran who now sits in 
a college chapel, this has only the hollow ring 
of self-justification. For he remembers curses 
instead of prayers, fears and hates, and the 
voice of conscience instead of the voice of God. 
I have yet to meet a veteran who claims to 
have had a valid spiritual experience in a fox- 
hole. 

That many men turned to God in times of 
stress but that few actually found Him, is a 
reflection, these veterans think, on the church 
of the pre-war years which failed to teach them 
the uses of prayer, spiritual dependence on the 
supreme being, and faith in the ultimate good- 
ness and power of God. 

The bitterest criticism of the church is aimed 
at the chaplain. In part this is to be expected. 
The chaplain was often the only tangible part 
of the church and so was blamed for all her 
faults. The position of the chaplain as an officer 
living in comparative luxury and clothed in the 
symbols of a hated authority, put him at once 
beyond the pale of the enlisted man. In cases of 
financial or personal emergency if the regular 
channels, or the Red Cross failed the enlisted 
man, the chaplain might be approached, but 
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rarely for his advice or comfort as a man of 
God. Again, the tendency of many chaplains to 
be “‘one of the boys”’ stripped them of spiritual 
authority. Almost universally the priest and 
rabbi were given more respect than the Prot- 
estant chaplain, because of their more superior 
training and their greater consistency to their 
faith. The rare “‘parson” who left his mark on 
his men merely served to emphasize the short- 
comings of his weaker fellows, who called forth 
the cynical commonplace of the GI, “‘Tell it 
to the chaplain!” I admit that these are wide 
generalizations, but such is the pattern of much 
of our thinking. 

The church at home called forth the scorn of 
many soldiers because of its petty denomina- 
tionalism, its sermons on abstruse metaphysical 
and doctrinal subjects, its evasion of the real 
issues of war, its flag waving and gold starring 
which thus lent church prestige to the “war 
effort,” its forgetting the role as the interpreter 
and teacher of basic truths, such as love and 
humility, brotherhood and faith. It is, perhaps, 
strange that the GI wanted his church to be the 
church—not a patriotic society, nor an organi- 
zation to sentimentalize over the loved one, nor 
a debater’s forum wrangling over meaningless 
theological curiosities. Much of this criticism 
revolves around the words formalism and dogma, 
the preoccupation with the form rather than the 
spirit. The modern Pharisee is no more ac- 
ceptable to the ex-GI than was his counterpart 
acceptable to Christ. 

The picture is clear. The church before the 
war failed to give men a faith to sustain them 
in their great crisis. The church during the war 
was in a contradictory position and failed to 
fulfill its spiritual function. The church is weaker 
since the war because it has exalted itself rather 
than serving as the instrument of ministry to 
the day-by-day needs of man. To the pragmatic 
youth the church has failed because it has failed 
for him. 

As seen in this brief survey the one hopeful 
sign in the attitude of the veterans lies in the 
wealth of suggestion for making the church 
more effective. There is the deep conviction, 
perhaps not vocalized, that man is a “spiritual 
animal,” and “without faith a people perish.” 
There is some hope that it is not too late. 
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To many of the veterans whom I interviewed, 
the central problem is in the tendency of the 
church towards a dogma and its ever-increasing 
denominationalism, which smacks too much of 
an isolationist point of view. The proper func- 
tion of the church of Christ is the teaching of 
spiritual relationship to God and preparation 
for effective living. Sectarianism has no de- 
fenders among war veterans. To them even the 
simplest rituals are not considered important. 
Dogma in the field of ethics is bitterly resented. 
The simple teaching of brotherhood and faith 
must be made to relate to daily living, not to 
historical or doctrinal considerations. To men 
who have been trained in the cynicism of war to 
plunder and to kill, it is useless to talk of good 
and bad except in terms of daily experience. 
Dogmatic generalities will not reveal the paths 
of righteousness. 

It is significant that a large number of re- 
sponses listed hypocrisy as one of the cardinal 
sins of the church. It has not escaped these men 
that Sunday protestations and weekday prac- 
tice are too commonly at cross-purposes. This 
social conscience is strengthened by the memory 
of the profits in human lives made by much of 
American business during the war. It may be 
illogical to blame such piracy on the church, 
but too many veterans commented on the 
Sunday “deacon” who becomes the “sharp” 
man of business on Monday, for us to ignore 
the charge. The feeling is general that the 
church has concentrated too much on the “sins” 
of smoking, dancing and drinking, while de- 
fending exploitation in our economy, and the 
inhumanity of our dealings with our fellow 
man. It does not take a scholar to tell them 
that the Son of Man turned to violence to 
drive the exploiters from the temple. To the 
veteran the temple includes all of life. 

The need of well trained leadership is em- 
phasized in many ways. This training must, 
more and more, parallel that of the sociologist 
and psychologist, to give an understanding of 
the complex problems of the day. Modern 
church leaders must use the latest means of 
education, the moving picture, the visual dis- 





play, the “field” trip, to make the Christian 
way of life dynamic and to show its relation to 
modern living. The church must gather its 
young people to it with a positive, progressive 
program; it can no longer cling to a negative, 
“Thou shalt not!” 

It is a peculiar corollary to the demands for a 
broader sociological content for the teaching of 
the church that many veterans are demanding 
that the church return to the spiritual teaching 
of Christ. This spiritual lack which they feel 
may stem from their fox-hole experience when 
they found no spiritual] reserve to fall back on. 
It may be that it is a part of their confusion in a 
world of contradictions, that they feel somehow 
that a faith is still the first need of man. They 
are learning this in their studies of psychology, 
sociology, philosophy, and they have seen it in 
their reading in literature and history. All have 
felt the futility of man cast upon his own 
resources. 

The word liberal cropped up often in these 
interviews. I use the word “liberal” as a general 
term embracing the ideas already discussed. 
This word liberal may well be used as the key- 
note of their demands. It embraces the broad 
humanitarian approach of the social scientist. 
It suggests the application of brotherhood to 
living. It is Protestant in the real sense, denying 
with Roger Williams subscription to any dogma 
created by man, and replacing such dogma with 
intelligence, and the strengthening of the spir- 
itual muscles so that each man can climb his 
own Sinai. It is practical in demanding leader- 
ship broadly trained for modern life. It is logical 
in demanding consistency between the word and 
the deed. But “liberalism” becomes “‘funda- 
mentalism” in its emphasis on two main ideas, 
the relation of man to man and of man to God. 

It is obvious that these are broad generaliza- 
tions based on hundreds of opinions. No in- 
dividual veteran whom I interviewed had the 
over-all view shown in this summary, which is 
a composite picture. Nevertheless if the veteran 
has not given expression to all of these thoughts 
which are roaming in his mind, it is because he 


has not been asked. 
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The Japanese Foreman Asks the Great Question 


By ELMER A. FRIDELL_ 








Department heads on the faculty of the Mabie Memorial College in Yokohama, with President 


Tasuku Sakata in the center. American bombs destroyed most of the buildings. Almost 4,000 
students are now enrolled 


factory acrowd of several hundred Japa- 
nese factory workers stood and listened 
to Dr. William Axling and his evangelistic mes- 
sage. Out of the ruin and sorrow of war this 
throng of workers was as eager to hear and as re- 
spectful as had been the crowds of business 
men, students, mothers, and farmers who had 
attended Dr. Axling’s meetings day after day. 
Finally at the close of the address a factory fore- 
man who stood in the center of the crowd and 
who had listened with deep attention, put this 
question to the speaker, “You have never seen 
God. How do you know there is a God?” 

Intently the men listened for the answer 
which the evangelist would bring to the fore- 
man’s question. Since the workers stood in the 
midst of electrical equipment, it seemed natural 
for the speaker to meet the question with an- 
other. “You have never seen electricity, have 
you?” asked Dr. Axling. “How then do you 
know there is electricity? You know because 
you see it works. Even so with God. . . .” 
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A vividly revealing article about the spiritual 
hunger postwar in Japan and the amazing 
evangelistic opportunity now offered to the Chris- 
tian church in the moral and spiritual recon- 
struction of the war shattered Japanese people, 
by the Foreign Board’s Secretary for the Far 


East who spent several summer weeks in Japan. 


~~ 





During the seven days just past there had 
been 19 such public meetings. On this particular 
tour they were largely in factories, pathetic in- 
stitutions struggling back toward life amid 
twisted steel and heaps of rubble. Each address 
was followed by an hour of questions and an- 
swers. Listeners would not leave until the chair- 
man closed the services out of regard for the 
physical well-being of the visiting speaker. 
“You see, Christianity is the big subject in 
Japan today,” was the way one presiding officer 
put it to me as he looked out over a crowd that 
seemed so reluctant to leave. 
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In one cloth-weaving factory more than 1,000 
girls were addressed. Only high school graduates 
were employed in that institution. All were be- 
tween 16 and 20 years of age. A choir of 24 young 
people from a small rural church had come six 
miles to lead the singing. More than 200 young 
women remained for the after service. 

In one city some leading women asked for a 
special women’s meeting and more than 500 
mothers came on short notice. In another meet- 
ing of community leaders, approximately 300 
attended of whom 157 signed inquirers’ cards, 
agreeing to unite in classes of instruction in the 
four local churches. In two weeks given largely 
to schools, thousands of young people were ad- 
dressed during the daylight hours and then be- 
cause of urgent requests the evenings were given 
to meetings in whatever public halls were still 
available. Invariably the buildings were packed 
to capacity. 

Thus the “Japan for Christ Campaign” 
planned with a view to three years’ special 
emphasis on evangelism has closed its first 
year’s effort. This movement is the major con- 
cern of the new United Christian Church of 
Japan. Among those asked to give full time are 
Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa and Dr. William Axling. 
At present, because of lack of funds, only four 
people are devoting their entire time to public 
meetings, but scores of pastors and missionaries 
are giving large blocks of their time in coopera- 
tion. As quickly as money is available, it is 
planned that there should be ten full-time 
evangelists for general work throughout Japan 
and at least two full-time workers in each of the 
18 church districts of Japan to assist in training 
for church membership. At the close of the first 
year approximately 40,000 decision cards had 
been signed in public meetings. Approximately 
4,000 have been baptized. Thousands more have 
requested baptism and can be received into 
Christian fellowship only when some of the hun- 
dreds of destroyed churches are reorganized and 
when pastors are found to replace those who 
have died from sickness or were killed in the 
war. Great care is being taken to see that all are 
thoroughly prepared for church membership. 

Baptist missionaries are having a large part in 
the effort. Miss Mary Jesse, since her return to 
the Girls’ School in Sendai, has given special 
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attention to Bible classes and their evangelistic 
objective. More than 500 girls out of the 1100 
students in this school have signed decision 
cards and have joined Bible study groups with a 
view to baptism and church membership. Of the 
13 evangelical churches in Sendai before the 
war, only four small buildings survived the 
bombing of the city. The pastor of the First 
Baptist Church and his family were killed when 
bombs destroyed the church and parsonage. 
The smaller Baptist church near the campus, 
still intact, is so crowded that added worshippers 
cannot be accommodated. The 273 students who 
have asked to be baptized into this church can- 
not be received for lack of space to permit them 
to attend services. Pending other arrangements, 
these young women, together with several hun- 
dred others, are conducting regular Sunday 
services on the school campus with four different 
Baptist ministers taking their turn in bringing 
the messages. The government college in Sendai 
has asked Miss Jesse to conduct Bible classes; 
the boys of the Imperial University have made a 
similar request; and at a recent reopening of a 
Buddhist Temple Miss Jesse was asked to de- 
liver a Christian message. 

At the Girls’ School in Yokohama, more stu- 
dents are asking for enrolment in Bible study 
classes than can at present be accommodated. 
The entire institution was leveled to the ground 





World Mission Crusade gifts are now restoring this 
building of the Baptist Girls’ School in Sendai, Japan. 
Principal I. Takahashi is talking with four students . 
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Rev. Tadao Naito of Osaka, Japan, whose church was 
destroyed in an air raid, and Miss Margaret E. 
Cuddeback 


during the war. Now enrolled in borrowed build- 
ings are 730 girls. Several teachers who had 
retired prior to the war have volunteered to help 
rehabilitate the work. Three able men teachers 
have asked to be admitted to the faculty be- 
cause of their desire to be related to a Christian 
institution. During the summer 50 girls attended 
a spiritual retreat with leadership provided by 
Miss Winnifred Acock and Miss Beulah McCoy, 
missionaries of the Woman’s Board. 

Miss Alice Bixby conducts six Bible classes 
each week among the 700 girls in attendance at 
the girls’ school in Himeji. The city was almost 
entirely destroyed. The Baptist church and 
parsonage were burned. Principal Saburo Nam- 
ioka served a period in prison because of his 
Christian attitude in the midst of war. When 
released from prison he found the school in 
secular hands with a non-Christian emphasis. 
Reorganized, the school now bears a strong 
Christian witness. It is the only Christian school 
in the entire district. Since March 78 young 
women have been baptized; more than 20 addi- 
tional are asking for baptism; 69 girls had their 
first experience in a Christian youth camp; 11 of 
the campers made profession of faith in Christ. 

Soon after returning to Himeji Miss Alice 
Bixby noticed a young woman in the post 
office. Conversation disclosed that she had been 
a student in the Baptist girls’ school eight vears 
before. Her father had died early in the war. 


MISSIONS 


According to Japanese custom, an uncle took 


_ charge of affairs and the bereaved family moved 


into the uncle’s household. Circumstances were 
extremely trying. From time to time the be- 
reaved daughter went to the cemetery where 
her father’s ashes were interred, fully determined 
to take her own life. Miss Bixby’s return to 
Himeji gave the young woman opportunity to 
ask questions about the Christian faith. After 
three months in a Bible class she accepted Christ 
and organized a Bible class in her own home for 
her neighbors. Each week she passes on to this 
neighborhood class what she learns under the 
guidance of Miss Bixby. 

In Himeji a church building is greatly needed 
to replace the church and parsonage burned by 
incendiary bombs. The local Christians have 
erected a small parsonage and are using it for a 
meeting place but it is entirely inadequate in 
view of the wide interest in Christianity. 

A Quonset hut shipped in from the United. 
States is being erected in Kobe and will house 
the three Baptist congregations which lost 
their buildings. 

In Osaka the Tanaka Baptist Church is the 
only one which came through the war with its 
little building intact. The four congregations are 
assisting one another and are working with other 
bombed-out churches of Osaka to rehabilitate 
the Christian enterprise. 

The Inland Sea churches are the best manned 
by virtue of the fact that fewer of the communi- 
ties were bombed, and each church is served by a 
visiting or a resident pastor. 

Youth summer camps have been conducted. 
Between July 19 and August 19th, more than 
400 young people were in attendance. All 
brought their own food. The young campers con- 
ducted meetings in the adjoining village and 30 
villagers signed inquirer’s cards. Ten young 
farmers asked to be organized into a Bible class. 

Because the home of Mr. and Mrs. John in 
Osaka was destroyed during the war, they have 
found it necessary to make their headquarters in 
their summer cottage, visiting the various sec- 
tions of the field by means of an army jeep 
brought out from the States. Dr. Foote has been 
privileged to conduct numerous baptismal 
services in the mountain stream adjoining the 
young people’s summer camp site. 
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The four buildings of the Mead Christian 
Center in Osaka were entirely destroyed. Miss 
Margaret Cuddebach has returned to Osaka, 
finding a room in the small home of a friendly 
Japanese family. Overwhelmed by requests 
which have come to her, Miss Cuddebach said: 
“When I was here before we had to make our 
own opportunities for Christian work, but now 
we have to keep refusing the many requests 
from all those who desire the Christian enter- 
prise to be reestablished in many places.” 

Local governmental authorities have asked 
Miss Cuddebach’s counsel with regard to wel- 
fare work on a city-wide basis, as plans are 
being developed for the rebuilding of the city. 
Miss Cuddebach and Dr. and Mrs. Foote hope 
it will be possible very soon to erect a building 
where formerly the four buildings of the Mead 
Christian Center served so many thousands of 
this great industrial city. Such a building would 
provide for a church and six days each week 
would minister to all who are in need. 

Miss Thomasine Allen has returned to assist 
in the Shokei Girls’ School at Sendai. During the 
summer, however, she gave her vacation time to 
the work at Kuji where ten years ago “the name 
of Jesus was hardly known.” The city of Kujji 
was 90% destroyed, but the three buildings at 
the Baptist Center were saved. During the five 
years prior to the war Miss Allen was assisted 
by Mr. and Mrs. T. Yahaba, who remained at 
their tasks throughout the war. Again and again 
local authorities demanded the use of the build- 
ings, but Mr. and Mrs. Yahaba steadfastly re- 
fused to surrender the property in spite of re- 
peated threats of imprisonment. When the city 
was burned, nearly 400 refugees were housed on 
the Baptist compound. Christian work was con- 
ducted every day throughout the war. A staff of 
five Japanese workers conduct a capacity kinder- 
garten with a Sunday school of 500 pupils, and 
the only free library and reading room within a 
radius of 60 miles. Space has been donated for a 
Red Cross clinic with special attention given to 
young mothers because the infant mortality 











the Baptist Girls’ School in Himeji, Japan. He spent 
two years in prison during the war. See page 599 


rate in Kuji is the highest in rural Japan. 
Preaching services are conducted each Sunday 
night with capacity audiences in attendance. 
It is planned to organize a church. Mr. Yahaba, 
who does the preaching, has been asked to be- 
come candidate for mayor of Kuji but has re- 
fused because of desire to give his entire time to 
the Christian enterprise. His refusal resulted in 
the request that Mrs. Yahaba become mayor of 
the city. She has likewise emphasized the fact 
that the church is her priority concern. 

In September three additional missionaries in 
the persons of Mrs. William Axling and Rev. and 
Mrs. Willard Topping arrived in Japan to join 
the nine already on the field. The Toppings will 
constitute the only missionaries on the faculty 
of the Mabie Memorial College with its barracks 
type buildings crowded with 3,800 students. 
Mrs. Axling joins her husband, who will con- 
tinue to give major emphasis to Japan-wide 
evangelism. These workers, in common with all 
other church representatives, are confronted by 
critical shortages in food, fuel, clothing and 
building materials. High costs are a continual 
handicap. And yet in Japan right now we are 
face to face with one of the unique opportunities 
in modern missionary history. “A great door 

















and effectual is open unto us . . . . and there 
are many adversaries.” 
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Hate 1s Complicated but Love Never Disappears 


By EDWIN T. DAHLBERG 


A Christmas Message from the President of the Northern Baptist Convention 


HALL BIDAULT, one of the 
French generals imprisoned by De 
Gaulle, was asked by a newspaper re- 


porter last summer if he did not hate De Gaulle. 
“Hate De Gaulle?” he laughed. “Why should 
I hate De Gaulle? Hate is so complicated.” 
Hate is indeed complicated. This has been 
vividly revealed to me in a comparison I made 
recently between my diary of 1912, when my 
brother and I spent six months in Europe two 
years before the first World War, and my diary 
of 1947, when I spent two months in 12 coun- 





EDWIN T. DAHLBERG 
Pastor of the First Baptist Church in 
Syracuse, N. Y. Reelected for a sec- 
ond term as President of the North- 
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tries of Europe, two years after the second World 
War. The changes that have come over the 
world in that 35-year period are an eloquent 
reminder of the complications of hate. 

When we went to Europe in 1912 we had no 
passports. We travelled all the way from Gibral- 
tar and Algiers through Central Europe, the 
Scandinavian ceuntries, France, and Great 





_Britain, without the slightest trouble. The only 


incident that |.othered us was in Berlin when we 
had to report to police headquarters for permis- 
sion to stay several weeks. The police sergeant 
was a fierce looking fellow with a waxed mus- 
tache like the Kaiser’s. When he asked for our 
passports we told him we had none. He thun- 
dered, “‘Warum nichi?” (Why not?) I happened 
to have with me a statement of my credits as a 
sophomore at the University of Minnesota. It 
was a formidable looking document stamped 
with the gold seal of the State of Minnesota and 
the red seal of the university. The police sergeant 
was entirely satisfied! 

How far can a traveler go in Europe today 
with a set of sophomore credits as his only pass- 
port? Probably only as far as a concentration 
camp! 

Hate and fear have made all the difference. 
Today you not only have to show your passport 
and your visa; you have to count out your 
money to the last gilder, franc, or zloty at every 
frontier. Moreover at every frontier, every hotel 
and every bank you have to fill out long ques- 
tionnaires as to birthplace, birthday, citizen- 
ship, passport, how long it is good for, where 
you have come from, where you are going, how 
long you are going to stay. The pay-off on all 
questionnaires was when Dr. Derbyshire, Mrs. 
Dahlberg and I were entering Scotland. We 
had to specify in addition to all the other in- 
quiries where we had been during the 14 days 
preceding and to write in the answer to these 
questions: “Where were you last night? Where 
were you night before last? Where were you the 
night before that?” And so on, clear back to the 
fourteenth night. I said to Mrs. Dahlberg, 
“Why not write across the face of it that I’ve 
been with my wife the whole time?” To be fair 
about it, this last questionnaire had to do with 
health regulations. Perhaps there had been an 
epidemic somewhere, which they were trying 
to trace down. But even the epidemic was prob- 
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ably the result of hate—broken water systems, 
malnutrition, lack of food and clothing, all the 
outgrowth of war’s destruction. 

In 1912, too, my diary tells me that when my 
brother and I arrived in Rome, we passed a 
building where an attempt had been made to 
assassinate the King of Italy two days before. 
We examined with awe the three bullet marks 
in the wall, where the shots had gone wild. 
Three bullet holes! One frightened king! 

Today thousands of buildings and walls in 
Europe are pock marked with bullet holes. An 
entire continent has been shot to pieces. Whole 
cities are gone. In Warsaw’s Great Ghetto you 
can look for two-thirds of a mile in any direc- 
tion, and see not one wall standing—just two 
or three rusted steel girders sticking out of the 
rubble, like dead hollyhocks in a ravaged gar- 
den. And there is no corner of Europe so remote 
that the bridges, culverts, and viaducts have not 
been destroyed. Did you say kings? They, too, 
have gone, one by one, as revolutions have come 
and thrones have tumbled. Their statues lie 
prostrate in the dust, or stand in rows in ancient 
courtyards, like cigar store Indians for sale. 

Who knows whether papal thrones, too, will 
not follow in their train with all the Swiss 
guards, pikes, halberds, emissaries, robes, and 
the whole paraphernalia of European ecclesiasti- 
cism that we have been pleased to call Christen- 
dom? Already the fan is in the hand of the 
Spirit, thoroughly to cleanse His threshing- 
floor, and to gather the wheat into His garner. 
But the chaff He will burn up with unquench- 
able fire. 

Those were terrifying words that Mary spoke 
that day in her great hymn of praise, “The 
Magnificat,” when she said: 


He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of 
their heart. He hath put down princes from their 
thrones, and hath exalted them of low degree. The 
hungry hath he filled with good things; and the rieh 
hath he sent empty away. Luke 1: 51-53. 


No wonder King Robert of Sicily did not want 
these words repeated in the language of the 
people. It is safer to keep such sentiments en- 
tombed in the Latin. They had a revolutionary 
ring. 

Christianity must be revolutionary now. But 
it must be a revolution against self rather than 


Page 602 





a revolution against others. It must be the revolt 
of love against the violence, the weapons, and 
the methods of hate. Whatever happens, we 
must bring an end to hate, even though we nail 
it and nail ourselves to the cross. This was the 
redemptive work of Christ, who destroyed the 
enmity but loved the enemy. This primary 
message of the gospel was foreshadowed in the 
song of the heavenly hosts above the plains of 
Bethlehem: as 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men. Luke 2: 14. 

Dr. E. Stanley Jones gave one of the finest 
of all tributes to the spirit, person, and mission 
of Jesus when he said, “‘Jesus is the Great Sim- 
plification.””» We must choose between the com- 
plications of hate and the simplifications of 
Jesus. 

It is not only in Europe that life is compli- 
cated. It ‘s complicated here, too. 

Divorce is complicated. It is amazing how for- 
mal and technical husbands and wives can be in 
their relations to each other, when love dies, 
and hate takes over. Every detail of conduct, 
every dollar of expense, every item in the cus- 
tody of the children, must be accounted for. 
This is the most wearisome aspect of the work of 
a marriage counsellor—the elaborate courtesies 
and rules that must be adhered to as long as 
there is a relationship of resentment. How sim- 
ple it all is, on the contrary, when one party to 
the dispute melts down, puts an arm around the 
other, and says, “I’m sorry, honey. It was my 
fault.” 

Jurisdictional disputes, whether in religion or 
industry, are complicated. So also are food reg- 
ulations. Up in the state of Maine they pour 
blue dye over thousands of bushels of potatoes 
to keep them off the market, even as they pour 
crude oil over mountains of oranges in Cali- 
fornia, while the populations of whole conti- 
nents starve to death. It is because we have got 
to balance prices and production or something. 
No, that isn’t it. It’s the law of supply and de- 
mand, if I remember correctly—the system of 
free enterprise, hamstrung, they say, by bu- 
reaucracy. But in economics I am an amateur. 
Perhaps it is the lack of shipping. Still, I have 
seen 200 empty ships rusting at anchor for 
months and months, in the Hudson River, as I 
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have ridden back and forth between New York 
and Syracuse. It might not be the shipping, 
either. Anyway, it’s complicated. 

It would seem that if we exercised our love as 
boldly and powerfully in peace as we do our en- 
mities in war, we could simplify the whole busi- 
ness—take the fruits of the earth here in Amer- 
ica and deliver them in two or three weeks to the 
people of Europe and Asia. That would be reli- 
gion at its best—true religion, James called it, 
whereby we visit the widow and the fatherless 
in their affliction, and keep ourselves unspotted 
from the world. Unspotted, not as the result of 
isolation from the world, but participation in 
the needs of the world. 

Unless Christmas means this, it hasn’t much 
of a message for the tough secularism of our 


time. Just to touch up the church with bits of. 


tinsel, stars, and shepherds’ crooks once every 
12 months will not do it. I can not forget the 
Sunday school mission where four little girls 
were to be in a Christmas tableau, with four 
snow-frosted letters to spell “S-T-A-R.” On 
the night of the program they came up on the 


platform from the aisle opposite to that which - 


they had used in the rehearsal. Imagine the as- 
tonishment of the congregation, therefore, to 
see the glittering word: “R-A-T-S!”’ 

Let us be sure not to get Christmas in re- 
verse. We had better come up the right aisle, 
the aisle of love and compassion and service, 
rather than the aisle of militarism and imperial- 
ism. We must prove that love works. Otherwise 
we know what the world will say about Christ- 
mas—how people on the other side of the ocean 
will spell it. For Baptists this year’s Christmas 
means sending those 10,000 C A R E packages 
that Baptist women have been getting ready, 
the Fellowship Carloads of cereals that the 
young people have been shipping, the 300,000 
pounds of clothing, and the $175,000 cash. Plus 
the raw materials of industry, and an end to the 
hue and cry about war, and universal military 
training. This can be evangelism also—evangel- 
ism that a sceptical humanity will understand 
and obey. 

A German layman in our meeting at Stutt- 
gart was speaking about the words of Paul in 
Romans 12: 20—our “‘Book of Revival’”’ in the 
Crusade for Christ through Evangelism. The 
passage reads as follows: 


If thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give 
him to drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of 
fire upon his head. 


Said this German business man: “‘We hope 
you will not only heap coals of fire upon our. 
heads. We hope you will heap coals of fire be- 
neath the kettles in our factories, so that once 
more we can get steam up in the boilers, start 
our industries moving, and produce the ‘goods 
that we need for our people.” 

That, likewise, wou!d be an evangelism that 
Europe could understand. Even an avowed 
American atheist, sending a check to a rural 
church that was sending the proceeds from its 
“Lord’s Acre” abroad, said in his letter to the 
pastor, “This is the one real evidence I have 
seen of a living Christianity, in an otherwise 
un-Christian world.” 

In other words, we must put the gospel to 
work—do away with Morgenthau plans for the 
crippling of enemy peoples, and get down to 
business in the restoration and healing of the 
world. If the only national defence we can think 
of boils down to peacetime military conscrip- 
tion, more atomic bombs, more espionage trials, 
then what is the purpose in continuing to cele- 
brate Christmas? God gave His son. Moreover, 
“God sent His son into the world not tocondemn 
the world, but that the world through him 
might be saved.”’ Let us raise up sons and daugh- 
ters to do the same, to preach, love, pray, serve, 
reconcile, rather than to destroy. 

For the Northern Baptist Convention, let it 
be said that we could render no finer service to 
mankind just now than to dissolve our denom- 
inationa! differences, and to stand before the 
world as a happy, united, enthusiastic people. 
That would be a real testimony to Christ, espe- 
cially among the peoples of Europe and Asia. 
Everywhere at the Baptist World Alliance we 
heard pastors and humble believers from all 
countries saying, ““We pray much for you Bap- 
tist brethren in America. If you break apart it 
will be discouraging indeed for us over here. But 
if you stay together, what a help it will be to our 
witness.” It is to that end that the General 
Council at its December meeting in Cleveland 
will follow the mandate of the Convention and 
appoint a Commission on Review, representa- 
tive in the fairest possible manner of all geo- 
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graphical and theological areas in the denom- 
ination. It will study all matters pertaining to 
our denominational fellowship and structure, as 
well as our relations with other church bodies. 
‘There need not be any complications, parlia- 
mentary maneuverings, nor rivalry for power if 
we implicitly follow our Master. If Jesus can be 
the Great Simplification for the life of the soul 
and for the life of nations, he can be also the 
Great Simplification for the life of the churches. 
For as Paul expressed it (Moffatt Translation): 


> THe CuHINesE picture on the 
third cover of this issue is a repro- 
duction of a painting by the Chi- 
nese urtist Hsu San Ch’un, en- 
titled ‘‘Visit of the Magi.” It is 
reproduced by permission of Dr. 
Daniel J. Fleming, author of the 
book, Each With His Own Brush, 
published some years ago by 
Friendship Press. In the painting 
the three Magi appear under the 
thatch beside the pine tree and 
symbolize Buddhism, Confucian- 
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ism, and Taoism, the three tradi- 
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Love is very patient, very kind. Love knows no 
jealousy; love makes no parade, gives itself no airs, is 
never rude, never selfish, never irritated, never re- 
sentful; love is never glad when others go wrong, love 
is gladdened by goodness, always slow to expose, 
always eager to believe the best, always hopeful, al- 
ways patient. Love never disappears. 


To all Baptists and fellow-Christians every- 
where, in this country and in all countries, a 
Merry Christmas and a Happier New Year, 
filled with the love that never disappears! 


iar: CRE MANN iia 
The Three Wise Men from the Far East 


tional religions of China. The 
kneeling figure with shaven crown 
is a Buddhist monk. Formal and 
correct in dignified demeanor 
stands the Confucianist. With his 
long beard and a bottle of the 
water of mercy in his hand is 
Laotze who represents Taoism. At 
the left are Joseph, Mary, and the 
infant Jesus. Thus has a Chinese 
artist portrayed three wise men 
from the East, and this time the 
Far East, bringing their gifts to 
the Christ of Christmas. 
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Remarkable Remarks 


HEARD OR REPORTED HERE AND THERE 


Ir WE ANALYzE the bitter moods that motivate 
many religious controversies we are forced to the con- 
clusion that it is really not a matter of loyalty to 
God and the truth, but a stubborn pride in one’s own 
convictions.—Rev. Wesley Megaw. 


& 

MEN crRY FOR PEACH, but there is no peace be- 
cause the germs of the global sickness that caused the 
second World War are still among us. To help create 
a lasting peace by combating race bigotry and re- 
ligious tension is one of the great obligations of our 
time.— Spencer Miller. 


& 
DISPLACED MINDS PRESENT a much more crucial 


problem today than displaced persons.—Rev. Ralph 
W. Sockman. 
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Tue Unitrep Nations was created to maintain 
peace by the force of ideas rather than by the idea 
of force.—Oswaldo Aranha. 

& 

PooR INDEED IS OUR SACRIFICE if we offer only 
what we ourselves have ceased to need. Only when 
we ourselves feel the sacrifice of giving do we know 
the glory of giving—Francis Cardinal Spellman. 

PEACE WILL ONLY BE AN INTERLUDE between wars 
unless al] learn the art of living in a global commun- 
ity.—Admiral Chester W. Nimitz. 

THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY to handle warmongers 
is not to suppress them but to expose them.—Her- 


bert V. Evatt. 
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FACTS AND FOLKS 


> AT ITS RECENT MEETING in 
Washington, D. C., the Baptist 
World Alliance’s new Commission 
on Religious Freedom approved a 
three-point program to be under- 
taken this year under the direction 
of its Chairman Stanley I. Stuber. 
Other members of the Commis- 
sion include J. M. Dawson, 
U. S. A., M. E. Dodd, U. S. A., 
T. G. Dunning, England, A. T. 
Ohrn, Norway, Bredahl Petersen, 
Denmark, Manfredi Ronchi, Italy. 
The three-point program will, (1) 
Codify laws relating to religion 
and churches in every nation on 
earth; (2) Promote and support 
the adoption of the proposed In- 
ternational Bill of Rights by the 
United Nations, and (8) Offer 
assistance to new constitutional 
assemblies in the formulation of 
national bills of rights for nations 
achieving their independence or 
are likely to in the future. 


> Tue Foreign Mission Boarp 
announces the temporary assign- 
ment of Rev. Lewis A. Brown, mis- 
sionary in Belgian Congo since 
1924, to the International 
Y. M. C. A. for special ministry 
among the Displaced Persons, 
familiarly known as “The D. Ps.” 
scattered in numerous camps 
throughout Germany. Mr. and 
Mrs. Brown have been at home on 
furlough from Congo. When it 
became apparent that Mrs. Brown 
ought not yet return to her stren- 
uous responsibilities in Africa, this 
temporary assignment for Mr. 
Brown was heartily accepted by 
him and the Y. M. C. A. Wearing 
a Y. M. C. A. uniform and fur- 
nished with a small European-type 
automobile, Mr. Brown will visit 
the various camps, have responsi- 
bility for educational, recreational, 
and spiritual leadership, and help 
prepare pastors among the D. Ps. 


News brevities reported 
from all over the world 





to lead their own people. More- 
over, as an evangelistic mission- 
ary he will have abundant oppor- 
tunity for an evangelistic ministry. 
Much of his attention will also be 
given to group and _ individual 
counseling and to the direction: of 
young people’s summer camps. 
Last summer 41 such camps were 
held with 41,000 young people en- 
rolled. After completing his tem- 
porary service which will likely run 
through the summer of 1948, Mr. 
and Mrs. Brown will return to 
Belgian Congo to resume their mis- 
sionary service. 


> For Ts FIRST WOMAN presi- 
dent Keuka College on October 4, 
1947 inaugurated Dr. Katherine 
Gillette Blyley, (See Muss1ons, 
September, 1947, page 408) with 
the usual ceremonies at a special 
convocation at: which Dr. Luther 
Wesley Smith deiivered the princi- 
pal address. Following the inaugu- 
ration of its new president Keuka 
College honored Dr. Smith with the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Hu- 
mane Letters. 


> EarRty THIS MONTH Baptist 
Headquarters in Washington, 
D. C., which have heretofore occu- 
pied part of the parish house at 
the rear of Calvary Baptist 
Church, will be removed to its own 
building at 1628 16th Street, 
N. W., which was recently pur- 
chased at a cost of $100,000. The 
building was formerly the home of 
Captain John Rufus Edie of the 
United States Navy. At the time 
of his death he conveyed it to St. 
John’s Episcopal Church from 
which it was purchased by the 
Baptists of the District of Colum- 
bia. Funds to cover the complete 
cost are now being raised and the 


help of Baptists scattered through- 
out the United States, North and 
South, is solicited. The new head- 
quarters will house the offices of 
the District of Columbia Baptist 
Association, the Joint Conference 
Committee on Public Relations, 
and the Baptist World Alliance 
whose own headquarters on Oc- 
tober 7, 1947 (See page 612) were 
formally transferred from London 
to Washington. 


> Tue INTERNATIONAL MissIon- 
ary CounciL announces the elec- 
tion of President John A. Mackay 
of Princeton Theological Seminary 
(Presbyterian) as its new Chairman 
to succeed Bishop James C. Baker 
who has served during the past six 
years. Prior to that the Chairman 
had been Dr. John R. Mott who 
had served in that capacity ever 
since the Council’s organization in 
1921. New Chairman Mackay was 
a missionary in South America 
from 1916 to 1932. 


> THE GOAL FOR THIS YEAR'S 
OFFERING on Sunday of Sacrifice 
(December 7, 1947) is $1,300,000. 
Of this total the Foreign Mission 
Society and the Woman’s Society 
are to receive as their joint share 
$347,350. They propose to apply 
$50,000 for Baptist work in Eu- 
rope to include such needs as the 
Rumanian Baptist Church in Paris, 
French Baptist Literature pro- 
gram, training of Baptist pastors 
in Poland’ (five were graduated 
recently from the newly opened 
divinity school in Marborg) and 
cooperation with the Baptist Union 
of Czechoslovakia in its youth 
program, so desperately needed in 
a land torn by conflicting political 
ideologies. The two societies will 
apply $196,000 of their Sunday of 
Sacrifice receipts for sending new 
missionaries. to the fields in the 
Far East and in Belgian Congo. 
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A P. weongll Greeting from the Editor 


ITH this issue of MISSIONS the present Editor completes 

15 years in the editorial chair, preceded by 10 years 
as Associate Editor, thus rounding out a full quarter of a 
century of editorial service with this magazine. To the 
thousands of readers who have written him letters of 
endorsement and encouragement or of disagreement and 
criticism, all of which have been cordially welcomed, he 
extends hearty thanks. And to the more than 50,000 sub- 
scribers who year after year have registered their support 
and confidence by their subscription renewals, he expresses 
deep and abiding appreciation. The first hundred years are 
always the hardest. Without such reader support the first 
25 years would have been not nearly so satisfying, far less 
interesting, and infinitely more difficult. It is therefore with 
heartfelt sincerity that the Editor wishes for every sub- 
scriber and reader, every Club Subscription Manager, and 
every friend of MISSIONS, a truly Merry Christmas. 


American Peacetime Military Conscription 


And the Special Session of Congress 


HE special session of Congress, which Presi- 

dent Truman called for November 17th, is 
now considering the desperate plight of Europe. 
(See Europe’s hunger map on page 586), and 
America’s responsibility. ‘The United States 
is helping Europe not to gain any American 
advantage,”’ said the President, “‘but because 
it is right and because it is necessary.” No 
arguments ought to be needed to convince the 
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American people of their Christian obligation 
to support whatever measures Congress may 
adopt. 

Whether or not pressure will be put upon this 
special session of Congress to enact American 
peacetime military conscription, remains for the 
current month to disclose. Against any such 
proposed legislation the American people should 
register stern and unequivocal opposition. It 
behooves every parent and every Congressman 
to know what The London Evening Standard, a 
leading British newspaper, said recently about 
British peacetime conscription. Under the head- 
ing Stop Conscription, its editorial, as re- 
ported by Worldover Press, reminded the British 
people that “with a population of only one- 
third as large as that of the United States, 
Britain is maintaining an army of about equal 
size. For a nation in Britain’s present situation, 
this is madness!” (Italics by Misstons.) Four rea- 
sons were emphasized in this editorial which is 
reported to have caused a tremendous stir in 
all political parties. . 

1—Conscription robs Britain every year of 200,000 
young men who could be one of her richest sources of 
productive labor. : 

2—The conscript in 12 months cannot properly be 
trained even in the traditional and outmoded meth- 
ods of warfare. 

8—The atomic bomb has revolutionized world 
strategy and politics. 

4—It is still not proved that Britain’s military 
needs, considered in relation to her economic re- 
sources and the new science of warfare, cannot be 
served by regular forces of long-service men. Britain 
needs efficiency rather than military numbers. 


If peacetime military conscription is a policy 
of madness for Britain, then surely it is madness 
for the United States against the background of 
American industrial might, atomic supremacy, 
and inexhaustible resources. If American parents 
permit Congress to enact conscription legisla- 
tion, they will have only themselves to blame 
for the consequences of such drastic departure 
from the American historic policy of freedom 
from militarism. A California Congressman who 
would like to vote against conscription ad- 
mitted that 20 people had urged that he vote 
for it and only one that he vote against it. 
Write your Congressman now. He needs to know 
how his constituents feel. 
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These Godless United Nations 
In Need of Charitable Appraisal 


T Flushing Meadow, near New York City, 
the United Nations Assembly will soon 
adjourn after having been in session for more 
than three months. At its opening on September 
16, 1947 there was no prayer of any kind, no 
invocation, no recognition of a Divine Presence 
profoundly concerned in the achievement of a 
just and lasting peace, not even one minute of 
‘silent and solemn meditation,” such as opened 
the organization meeting in San Francisco in 
1945. (See Missions, June, 1945, page 303). At 
the first session at Flushing Meadow President 
Oswaldo Aranha simply pounded his gavel and 
proceeded immediately to read his presidential 
address. At the closing session he will pound 
his gavel and declare adjournment. Of course 
defenders of prayerless openings and prayerless 
closings explain that great world religions like 
Christianity, Mohammedanism, Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Confucianism, numerous lesser 
faiths, and also atheistic communism which is 
really another religion, are all represented in 
the United Nations. In the name of what reli- 
gion should any prayer be offered? If courtesy 
to the United States as host suggests a Christian 
prayer, should it be Roman Catholic or Protes- 
tant? If Protestant, which of the 250 sects 
should be honored? If a Baptist were appointed 
to pray, should he be a Southern or a Northern 
Baptist; a liberalist or a fundamentalist? By 
now the reader feels this editorial is moving 
into the realm of absurdity. It is not absurdity; 
it is colossal pity that humanity’s religious 
divisiveness prevents a world organization, 
whose success or failure involves the fate of 
every person on this planet, from recognizing 
the reality of and beseeching the guidance of a 
Supreme Power who transcends its own political 
impotence and overrules its global lack of una- 
nimity. Since the religions of the world are 
thus hopelessly divided, since the Christian 
forces are far from agreement on faith and 
order, since Protestantism is split into 250 and 
more sects, and since Baptists themselves are 
sadly in controversy over doctrinal freedom or 
creedal bondage, it behooves all religiously 
minded people to be a little more charitable in 
their condemnation of the political disagree- 


ments and ideological disunities among the 
United Nations. There is a lesson here for 
Baptists. They might make a beginning toward 
world unity by transcending their own con- 
troversies and becoming a united fellowship. 


Is It Baptist Global Window Dressing 
Or a Real World Fellowship Worthy of Support? 


HEN the President of the United States 

officially welcomed the transfer of Baptist 
World Alliance Headquarters from London to 
Washington (reported on page 612), he thereby 
helped accentuate a new global responsibility 
that now falls on American Baptists. “This is a 
great day in the history of the United States and 


_ of Washington’”’, said Mr. Truman to the huge 


crowd in Washington’s First Baptist Church. 
“Seconding Dr. Pruden’s Baptist welcome I 
would like to extend to you an official welcome.” 
Ever since the Alliance was organized 42 years 
ago in 1905, London has been its headquarters 
and British Baptists have given it superb moral 
and financial support. Under present financial 
and economic conditions in England, with cur- 
rency restrictions and other postwar hardships, 
Alliance Headquarters can no longer be main- 
tained in London. British Baptists at Copen- 
hagen were the first to propose a transfer. So it 
was voted to move to Washington. This transfer 
involves for American Baptists much larger 
financial support than they have heretofore 
given to the Baptist World Alliance. And if 
larger appropriations are not available within 
the present unified budget limit, then each or- 
ganization, city, state, national, must be pre- 
pared cheerfully to accept a proportionate re- 
duction in its own share in the unified budget. 
It is imprerative that the Alliance proceed with 
its Five Year Program of Evangelism, its pro- 
jected global preaching missions, its Crusade for 
Freedom, and its gigantic relief program. The 
transfer of headquarters thus forces upon Ameri- 
can Baptists an inescapable decision. Either the 
Baptist World Alliance is to them something 
big, challenging, worthy of adequate support, 
or it is only Baptist global window dressing, an 
ineonsequential piece of Baptist ecclesiastical 
apparatus to give to humanity a platitudinous 
impression that Baptists are a global fellowship 
and a world force. The support now to be given 
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by American Baptists, North, South, Negro, 
liberalist, fundamentalist, will determine what 
the Baptist World Alliance really is. 


Of What Value is a Diploma 
From an Overcrowded College? 


HE United States is experiencing a tre- 
mendous boom in college enrolment. In 
1939-1940, last year before the war, there were 
1,494,203 students in college. Enrolment during 
the war years steadily dropped to a low in 1944— 
1945 of 560,000. For the current academic year 
1947-1948 the total exceeds 2,103,000, more 
than 40% above that of 1939-1940. Two years 
hence in 1949-1950, enrolment is expected to be 
2,574,000. On every college campus this tre- 
mendous increase has precipitated an alarming 
shortage of teachers and a grave lack of class- 
rooms and dormitories. Classrooms are over- 
crowded. Some laboratory sections are so large 
that some students cannot see the instruments 
or the instructors’ experiments. Quonset huts, 
army barracks, trailer camps, and all sorts of 
makeshift dwellings now house the throngs of 
young men and women seeking a college educa- 
tion. Nobody knows how many thousands of ap- 
plicants for admission had to be declined because 
of lack of class room and dormitory facilities. 
The University of Minnesota, for example, re- 
jected 13,700 last year. Conditions in profes- 
sional schools are much worse. A dental school 
could admit only 60 out of 1,200 applicants. 
These academic difficulties present a serious 
problem to the American people and to the 
Christian church in particular. In the mad 
scramble for more instructors and more army 
cots, it is a safe guess that the religious and 
moral emphasis in these overcrowded colleges is 
in danger of being neglected. That danger puts 
extra responsibility on the Christian church and 
its boards of education to support more ade- 
quately its church colleges (See Franklin College 
Announcement on page 579 in this issue), and to 
enlarge the staffs of student pastors and coun- 
sellors at the overcrowded state and private 
universities. It is doubtful whether the Ameri- 
can people appreciate how this collegiate over- 
crowding is fraught with peril to American life 
and American ideals. For our colleges to send 


forth hordes of graduates who may have become 
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expert in scientific knowledge but are lacking in 
moral wisdom, who are learned in the arts but 
ignorant in ethics and human relationships, who 
are adequately prepared for making a living but 
who may know little or nothing of the meaning 
of life, inevitably means danger ‘to American 
idealism and harm to American Christianity. 
Of what value to himself and to America is a 
diploma from an overcrowded college if he to 
whom it is awarded has not also acquired a 
moral undergirding of character and a Christian 
philosophy of life? 
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THE GREAT DELUSION 


Number 146 
A Wine AND WHISKEY CHRISTMAS 


HRISTMAS last year set new advertising records in 
the liquor traffic’s callous, ruthless disregard of 
Christmas sentiment and the true Christmas spirit. 
One leading distiller announced “On this continent 
it is a 90-year-old Christmas tradition to give ——’s 
whiskey for Christmas.” Another advertised, “‘Once 
again it’s time to make a bowl of Merry Christmas 
with a glorious ’*s whiskey egg nogg.”’ Still an- 
other claimed his product so magnificent that “it 
makes the most bountiful Christmas cheer ever 
enjoyed.” Not to be outdone by the whiskey adver- 
tisers the wine produeers summoned the American 
people to “make this a wine Christmas. In all the 
world there is no nobler Christmas gift than a bottle 
of wine.” In New York City a leading department 
store announced, “Christmas Liquor Specials. ’s 
Store has the Christmas Spirits, enough for every- 
body, sold not in a measly bottle at a time but in 
great tremendous case quantities! Stere Open Until 
Nine O’clock. Telephone. Write. Telegraph. Come.” 
Still another advertiser had the effrontery to appeal 
to the public, “For a wealth of cheer try the whiskey 
that is America’s Christmas Favorite.” The sequel to 
such Christmas liquor advertising was seen in the 
Christmas Eve traffic fatalities. Los Angeles, for 
example, reported 6,285 accidents, countless injuries 
and $0 deaths. “It was the worst traffic night of the 
year”, said Lt. F. E. Thomas of the Police Traffic 
Division. “ The whole mess can be attributed to drink- 
ing!’? When the American people were persuaded in 
1933 to vote for the repeal of the prohibition amend- 
ment they never dreamed that 14 years later the 
lovliest and most sacred day of the year would be 
thus prostituted by the liquor traffic. 
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Editorial « Comment 


@ NovEMBER BROUGHT A TRAGIC CENTENNIAL ANNI- 
VERSARY in Americun home missions. On November 
29, 1847 Dr. Marcus Whitman, medical missionary of 
the Congregational Board, his wife, and twelve other 
persons assuciated with the mission he had estub- 
lished at Wuiikatpu near the present Walla Walla, 
Wash., were brutally massacred by the Indians he 
had crossed the continent to help. The region was 
then known as Oregon Territory. Dr. Whitman and 
his associates had opened the mission in 1834. There 
were no transcontinental railroads and no airplanes. 
His party trekked the entire distance on horseback 
and in covered wagons. Today Oregon and Washing- 
ton ure among the great and prosperous states in the 
American Union. They need to remember that they 
owe their greatness and prosperity in part to a self- 
sacrificing, heroic company of American hoine mis- 
sionaries. 


@ It SEEMS INCREDIBLE, YET IT IS TRUE, that there 
exists today a “black market” in Bibles. ln Japan 
the regular price of a Japanese Bible is three yen but 
because of the prevailing shortage a copy of the Bible 
commands a price of 20 yen in the black market. 
Likewise in Germany there is a tremendous shortage 
of Bibles so that many pastors do not possess Bibles. 
Germany is said to be the world’s most “ Bibleless” 
nation, according to reports at the recent conference 
of Bible Societies which met in Birkhoven, Holland 
with representatives from 17 countries present. Eu- 
rope as a whole needs 7,000,000 Bibles of which 
5,000,000 are needed in Germany. 


@ FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE HISTORY OF America’s 
industrial giant, the United States Steel Corporation, 





known in the vocabulary of Wall Street as “big steel,”’ 
opened the annual meeting of its stockholders, be- 
lieve it or not, with prayer! A lay reader and verger 
of an Episcopal Church in Philadelphia offered the 
prayer. Some people may look with cynicism at this 
unusual piece of news. Nevertheless a comment is 
pertinent. With prayer departing from the dinner 
tables and from the home life of America, with many 
churches having discontinued their weekly prayer 
meetings, with no session of the United Nations or of 
any of its councils and commissions ever opened with 
prayer, it is refreshing to note a group of stockholders 
pausing for a moment to acknowledge the reality of 
God, to indicate their awareness of His presence, and 
thereby indirectly evidence their sense of moral and 
social responsibility in the management of their 
corporation’s affairs. 


@ ONE AFTER ANOTHER THE CHURCH PAPERS in the 
United States have been compelled to meet the in- 
exorable higher costs of production and to increase 
their subscription rates. Latest Baptist paper to join 
the procession is The Religious Herald (Virginia Bap- 
tist denominational weekly) of Richmond, Va. After 
a conference with its printers it was compelled to in- 
crease its subscription price 50 cents per year effective 
immediately so that no subscriber could be given 
advance notice. “We announce this increase with 
great reluctance,” said its explanatory editorial, 
“after vainly searching for an alternative.” The rea- 
son is the same that forced other papers, including 
Missions, to do likewise, namely, higher cost of paper 
and higher wages at the printing plant. Missions’ 
higher rate became effective June 1, 1947. It con- 
fidently expects that the overwhelming majority 
of its 50,000 subscribers will renew during the cur- 
rent year. The magazine costs more to produce. 
Modestly it feels that it is worth more to read. 
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THE LIBRARY 


Reviews of Current Books and Announcements by Publishers 
Books Reviewep BY Hersert W. Hanson, Atrrep L. Murray, anno WituiaM B. Lippaarp 


> THe CHRISTIAN SIGNIFICANCE 
or Kart Marx by Alexander Mil- 
ler might have been called Wuat 
Is THE SIGNIFICANCE OF KaRrL 
Marx For CurisTIANs? had that 
title not been cumbersome. It is a 
particularly illuminating book and 
gives at the outset as fine an un- 


derstanding of the theory and prac- 
tice of communism as one could 
desire. It is the author’s contention 
that Marxism is the most potent 
challenge of our generation. We 
are not living, but only existing, if 
we reject communism without feel- 
ing in whatever alternative to com- 


munism we accept, the “shameful 
weight of exploitation, poverty and 
war, and have a living concern to 
lift these heavy burdens off men’s 
backs.”” Communism is a way of 
looking at the world and a method 
of changing it. It is highly natural- 
istic and interprets history eco- 
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nomically. Christianity, too, wants 
to understand and change the 
world, but it thinks of men as 
children of God and the world as 
God’s kingdom. The true Christian 
does not withdraw from the world 
and ignore social conflict, but grap- 
ples with life as an unselfish child 
of God. Social quiescence because 
of the overpowering chaos in which 
we live is not living, but an un- 
worthy escape. If the Christian 
allows the state the power of com- 
pulsion and punishment, he must 
see to it that the state uses this 
power not only against disorderly 
persons, but against strong ac- 
cumulations of selfish power which 
might threaten the common good. 
Some communists are unscrupu- 
lous, untrustworthy, and cruel. 
The Christian is honest, loves jus- 
tice, and is kind. (The Macmillan 
Company. 117 pages. $1.75.) 


> In THE Secret PLACE OF THE 
Most Hiaeu, by Arthur John Gossip, 
is a study of prayer. The contention 
is that we are so involved in the sec- 
ular that we have lost the Great 
Companion and we do not seem to 
miss Him! We try to do justly and 
to love mercy but we fail to walk 
with God. In order to dispose our 
hearts to devotion the active life is 
more fertile than the contemplative 
if we really set ourselves to learn 
to walk with God. Sincerity, brief- 
ness, contact with the real God, 
praying believingly, listening si- 
lently, refusing to be discouraged 
because God seems far away, all 
these disciplines will enrich our 
prayer life. Thanksgiving is the 
characteristic note of Christian 
prayer with confession, interces- 
sion, and petition as complemen- 
tary notes in the grand chord of 
prayer. Dr. Gossip has studied the 
literature of prayer and he enriches 
his book with methods and ex- 
amples from the masters of the art 
of prayer such as Francis of Sales, 
Santa Teresa, Brother Lawrence, 
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und many others. The book in- 
cludes numerous illustrations and 
literary references, and evidences 
tremendous insight into what real 
devotion is. The reader soon comes 
to realize that this author leads us 
to Christ, and makes all want to 
pray. (Charles Scribner’s Sons. 210 


pages. $2.75.) 


> Promisep Lanp, by Ellen Thon- 
becke, is a work of art, revealing 
in story, drawings, pictures and 
photographs the Holy Land of to- 
day and of ancient times. This 
picturesque book is divided into 
four parts: (1) The Ancient Pales- 
tine with its three great monothe- 
istic religions. (2) The New Pales- 
tine with its Jewish population and 
modern cities. (3) The Laboratory 
of the Future, in industry, youth 
training, and cooperative arts. (4) 
The Rebirth, or the power behind 
the new life. In a story that is 
beautifully written in eye-catching 
and mind-arresting form the author 
has prepared an indispensable ac- 
curate up to-the-minute history. 
(Harpers and Brothers; 172 pages; 
$3.50.) 


> Ir So Haprenep, by Muriel 
Lester, continues her autobiogra- 
phy from where the first volume, 


A book that no 
missionary should miss 


ALBERT 
SCHWEITZER 


THE MAN AND HIS MIND 
by George Seaver. The remark- 


able story of this remark- 
able man, called the **greatest 
soul in Christendom” is here 
told in detail, with constant 
reference to his thought and 
writings. 

Illustrated with 0 halftones 

at your bookseller ¢ $3.75 


HARPER & BROTHERS 





49 E. 33rd Street 3+ New York 16, N.Y. 








“IT OCCURRED TO ME,” left off at 
Christmas 1937, and records her 
travels and experiences as an am- 
bassador-at-large of world peace 
through the years of World War II, 
in which she toured’ China, India, 
Palestine, Europe, Latin America, 
and the United States. The book is 
written in a charming, friendly, 
and informing manner, enriched 
by a sympathetic, understanding, 
Christian spirit. (Harper and Broth- 
ers 240 pages; $2.00.) 


> Livineston’s Last Journey, by 
Reginald Coupland, professor of 
Colonial History, University of Ox- 
ford, presents heretofore unpub- 
lished material whereby new in- 
sight is gained into the heroic life 
of the missionary-explorer, and of 
the admirable character of Stanley. 
Graphic description of jungle life 
and African customs are revealed 
through judiciously selected ex- 
cerpts from Livingstone’s diary 
and writings. This biography is of 
unusual literary merit and histori- 
cal significance and is destined to 
take its place as one of the best 
volumes on Livingstone’s life. (Mac- 
millan; 271 pages; $3.50.) 


> As THE SHEPHERDS Saw Ir, by 
William T. Ellis, is a fascinating 
and moving story of the Nativity, 
told, on the night of the crucifixion, 
by a shepherd to a group of travel- 
ers where Christ was born. (Wilde; 
44 pages; $.75.) 


> Tue Satvation or Gop, by Os- 
wald J. Smith, is written for the un- 
converted and “the converted but 
unregenerated.” A strong evange- 
listic pulse beats throughout the 
book. (Peoples Press; 128 pages; 
$1.00.) 


> Tue Quest ror INNER PEACE, 
by William E. Park, President of 
the Northfield Schools, contains 
21 sermons, preached in various 
schools and colleges. The messages 
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are lofty in theme and treatment, 
and deal with the pertinent ques- 
tions and problems of life in a 
noble and erudite manner. Each 
message is distinguished for: its 
elegant and forceful presentation, 
its keen psychological insight and 
its deep spiritual discernment. 
Some of the themes are, “The 
Quest for Inner Peace, On Know- 
ing God’s Will, Spiritual Poise, 
Damaged Souls, Using Our Fail- 
ures, Living In Two Worlds.” 
(Macmillan; 207 pages; $2.50.) 


> Tuincs Surety To Be Be- 
LIEVED, by E. Schuyler English, is 
the first in a series of four volumes 
on A Primer or Brsie Doctrine. 
The work is written in the spirit of 
helpfulness, and is a conservative 
exposition in simple language of 
such profound doctrines as the 
Inspiration of The Bible, The 
Virgin Birth, The Resurrection, 
The Holy Spirit, Regeneration, 
the Second Coming of Christ, etc. 
(Hope; 307 pages; $3.00.) 


> THe CHurncn AND CHRISTIAN 
Epucation, by Paul H. Vieth, is 
the result of two years of study, by 
60 specialists in religious educa- 
tion, to re-think the status of Chris- 
tian education in the light of chang- 
ing world conditions, theological 
emphasis, new biblical literature, 
the total program of the church, 
home and community, the un- 
reached constituency, the need for 
enlisting lay leadership, and inter- 
church and ecumenical relation- 
ships. The book is written for 
general study and gives invaluable 
information on the history and 
philosophy of the principles of 
Christian education. Dr. Vieth’s 
comprehension and appreciation 
of Christian instruction have won 
for him the honor to serve on 
General MacArthur’s staff as ex- 
ecutive of religious education in 
Japan’s reconstruction program. 
(Bethany; 314 pages; $2.50.) 
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p> Tue Gospet In Inp1a, by W. E. 
French, is a survey of the British 
Missionary Society’s work in In- 
dia, and an appraisal of future 
possibilities. Maps, illustrations, 
and excellent English enhance the 
value of the book. (Carey Press; 
162 pages; $1.50.) 


> A Lire ror THE Congo, by 
Julia L. Keilersberger, is a story of 
the courage, devotion and faith of 
Althea Brown Edminston, a South- 
ern Negro, removed one generation 
from slavery, who left a Mississippi 
plantation to serve as a missionary 
in Africa. The story is unusually 
well told. (Revell; 171 pages; 
$2.00.) 


‘> Mawnirest Victory, by J. R. 


Moseley, is a revised and enlarged 
edition of a helpful mystical ex- 
perience first published in 1941. It 
is a sincere account of a layman’s 
quest for and fellowship with God. 
There is nothing ostentatious or 
boastful about this testimony, for 
it is born out of “suffering, cruci- 
fixion, and resurrection” and writ- 
ten in an earnest and prayerful 
desire to enable others to find inti- 
mate personal communion with 
God. This devotional book, on 
inward and spiritual peace and 
power, will ultimately take its 
place with the writings of the 18th 


century mystics of the Christian 
Church. (Harper and Brothers; 
297 pages; $2.00.) 


> Lire’s Hich Hurp.as, by Sid- 
ney W. Powell, reveals celebrated 
characters contending with per- 
plexities on lonely roads, and brings 
them into the scenes of modern life 
until the weary traveler on strange 
and speeding highways finds com- 
panionship and guidance from 
many noble individuals. The book 
tells how peerless men and women 
overcame difficulties and handicaps 
in their day and how little known 
people today achieve victory over 
testing experiences, so as to inspire 
the reader with a new determina- 
tion and faith in himself, in others, 
and in God. (Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury; 192 pages; $1.75.) 


> RELIGION IN THE Ranks, edited 
and compiled by Martin L. Leusch- 
ner, Charles F. Zummach, and 
Walter E. Kohns, presents testi- 
monies of religious experiences, 
personal and observed, by men and 
women who recently served in the 
armed forces. The title is some- 
what misleading in that “Rates” 
should be substituted for “Ranks,” 
because the experiences were mostly 
among naval personnel. (Roger 
Williams Press; 128 pages; $1.50.) 


> 450 Stories rrom Lire, by 
Leonard R. Jenkins, is carefully 
indexed by topics, authors, and 
scriptural texts. Many of these 
timely illustrations appeared in 
“The Secret Place” edited by the 
author. (Judson Press; 336 pages; 
$2.50.) 


> Towarp Certainty, by Roberi 
H. Gearhart, Jr., offers cogent 
affirmations of Christian tenets 
and beliefs convincingly and clearly 
stated in simple language. This is a 
helpful book for young Christians. 
(Association Press; 92 pages; $1.50.) 
(Continued on page 633) 


Page 61! 








FROM 
THE 





WORLD 
OF 


MISSIONS 


A Monthly Digest from Letters and Reports of Field Correspondents 














The President of the United States 


and the Baptist World Alliance 


A significant meeting in Washington to commemorate the 
formal transfer of Baptist World Alliance headquarters 
from London to Washington. See also editorial on page 607. 





Photo hy Marjorte Moore 


President Harry S. Truman greets President C. Oscar Johnson in Wash- 
ington. In the center Pastor Edward H. Pruden of the First Baptist Church. 


By WILLIAM B. LIPPHARD 


HE President of the United 

States seemed to feel perfectly 
at home in the crowded sanctuary 
of the First Baptist Church in 
Washington, D. C. on the evening 
of October 7, 1947. From his rear 
pew he walked down the aisle at 
the invitation of Pastor Edward H. 
Pruden and stood in front of the 
communion table where in a most 
felicitous two-minute speech he 
welcomed the transfer of the head- 
quarters of the Baptist World 
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Alliance from London where it had 
been established in 1905, to Wash- 
ington. It was an unexpected and 
previously unannounced treat for 
the 1,000 and more Baptists who 
occupied every seat in the spacious 
sanctuary. 

In the course of his brief talk the 
President said, 

It is a pleasure for me to have the 
privilege to be present on this occa- 
sion. It is a great day in the history 
of the United States and of Washing- 
ton. And seconding Dr. Pruden’s 
words of welcome I would like to 





extend to you an official welcome. 
We are glad to have you here. We 
hope that you will take to heart the 
prayer in Dr. Lewis’ invocation for 
a just and honorable peace. That is 
all the United States Government has 
ever wanted. That is all ut has ever 
asked for, and we are using every 
means at our command to get the 
proper moral support for that fair 
and just peace. I had hoped that by 
this time we would have it. We are 
getting closer all the time, and we will 
eventually get it, but we must have 
the support of all those organizations 
that stand for God and for a moral 
code in the world. You can contribute 
to that immensely. I hope you will. 

Following this happy introduc- 
tory feature the evening program 
proceeded. It was truly an interna- 
tional occasion in that four foreign 
countries were represented among 
the seven men who brought greet- 
ings. They included Dr. C. J. 
Tinsley of Australia; Prof. A. T. 
Ohrn of Norway, Dr. Bredahl 
Petersen of Denmark, Dr. H. H. 
Bingham of Canada, Dr. W. H. 
Jernagin, National Negro Baptist 
Convention, Dr. L. D. Newton, 
Southern Baptist Convention, and 
Dr. Joseph C. Hazen, who spoke 
for President E. T. Dahlberg of the 
Northern Baptist Convention. 

As new President of the Baptist 
World Alliance, elected at Copen- 
hagen (See Musstons, October, 
1947, page 488), Dr. C. O. Johnson 
was in charge of the evening. With 
inimitable graciousness and humor 
he introduced the seven speakers. 
As his own part in the program he 
gave a masterly address on the 
function of the Alliance as he 
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envisaged it during his administra- 
tion. There are four words which 
Baptists all over the world must 
now associate with their global 
organization. The first is RELIEF, 
which Dr. Johnson proposed from 
now on to spell in this form RE- 
LIFE, for the Alliance is embarking 
on a gigantic program of bringing 
new life to millions of people on 
the borderline of starvation, mis- 
ery, and death. The second word is 
EVANGELISM, to demonstrate to all 
the world that man does not live by 
bread alone, and that the gospel is 
still the gospel of hope and joy and 
salvation. The third word is FREE- 
pom, to emphasize in the postwar 
world the dignity and worth of the 
individual and to maintain the 
principles set forth in the Mani- 
festo on Religious Freedom which 
the Copenhagen Congress unani- 
mously adopted. (See Missions, 
October, 1947, page 489.) And the 
last word, emphasized Dr. John- 
son, is COOPERATION. To carry out 
this vast global program calls for 
a unanimity of spirit, purpose, 
and action. 

Throughout the entire evening 
the President of the United States 
was a deeply attentive listener. He 
remained in his pew until after the 
benediction by his pastor, Dr. 
Edward H. Pruden. According to 
custom, the congregation remained 
seated until the President left the 
church. Dr. Johnson escorted him 
to his car. As he bade him farewell 
Mr. Truman said to Dr. Johnson 
that it had been one of the most 
interesting and inspiring evenings 
in his life. 

Into the Brick Kiln 

Went 150,000 Bricks 

A brief report from the Kimpese 

Training School in Belgian Congo 
By MRS. ELMER HALL 


S we prepare for another school 
year at the Kimpese Training 
School in Belgian Congo, 150,000 


bricks are going into the kiln. 
These are symbolical of the growth 
of the school which we hope will be 
continuous for some time to come. 
Yet we must never forget that in 
this higher institution of learning 
in which American, British, and 
Swedish Baptists cooperate, we 
are working for the many who are 
still so much a part of the old 
Africa of the drums beating in the 
villages, calling those who will 
to dance the moonlight night 
through. 

It is for us also the Africa of 
wide open spaces where game 
abounds. Three weeks ago a wild 
buffalo pierced with his horns the 
lungs of one of our young Kimpese 
lads, and killed him instantly. Last 
Sunday a European shot two ele- 
phants and then was gored to death 
by a third. Yesterday beef from a 
cow that was killed by a lion on a 
coffee plantation was sold at our 
railroad station. More dangerous 
than these are the superstitions and 
witchcraft which continually prey 
upon even those who have ac- 
cepted the call of Christ to leave 
all and follow Him. They need not 
only missionaries, but strong lead- 
ers of their own race who by teach- 
ing and preaching can strengthen 
their faith and increase their num- 
bers until this country shal] have 
been won for Christ. It is with the 
young men who are to be those 
leaders that we work at Kimpese. 

The Training School elosed a 
busy and rewarding year with 117 
men and 111 women enrolled, the 
largest enrolment in its history. 
Courses were completed by 57 men 
while seven women were graduated 
with certificates of qualification to 
teach. They seemed very happy 
over the prospect of teaching in 
their villages. The men included 
20 from the Bible Course, 19 from 
the Normal School, and 18 from 
the Theological Course who are 
now qualified to serve as assistant 


pastors. 


A Week of Evangelism 
In East China 

A successful week of evangelism 
is reported from Kinhwa, East 
China by Missionary John P. 
Davies. “We held it at the begin- 
ning of the lunar year,” wrote Mr. 
Davies, “which is the time when 
the Chinese people enjoy a respite, 
if they can, from, their ordinary 
labors. We appointed eight of our 
leaders to speak on the eight eve- 
nings. The church was filled each 
evening and 116 people gave their 
names as desiring to become Chris- 
tians, Every Sunday evening since 
then we give an invitation to the 
listeners to accept Christ, and the 
number is now over 150. These 
people take the first step with a 
vague idea of what is involved in 
being a Christian, and they need 
patient tending. It must be ‘pre- 
cept upon precept, line upon line, 
here a little and there a little.’ It is 
one thing to have a saving faith in 
Christ and quite another thing to 
have an enlightened conscience. 
Also, it is one thing to have a con- 
siderable fund of knowledge about 
the Bible and quite another thing 
to apply the Bible to daily life.” 

*k 

> DuRING THE JAPANESE OCCU- 
PATION OF Burma the home of 
Miss Celia L. Johnson in Therra- 
waddy was used as headquarters 
of the Japanese Military Police 
and the wood-shed to the rear of 
the home served as a prison. The 
goal posts of the football field 
served as places of public torture. 
When missionaries were permitted 
to return after the war and resume 
their work, Miss Johnson found 
her bungalow so filthy that it re- 
quired the labor of three men under 
contract for 14 days to scrub the 
walls, ceilings, and floors. Having 
been able to buy some nylon 
screening from U. S. Army surplus 
supplies, Miss Johnson had screen 
doors made and thus is able to 
sleep without a mosquito net. 
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Christmas 


Christmas Scripture 


For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world through him might be 
saved.—John 3;17. 

Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.— 
II Corinthians 93165. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given 

. and his name shall be called . . . The Prince 
of Peace.—Isaiah 9;6. 


Christmas Thoughts 


Ir 1s OUR TASK as Christians to carry Christmas 
with us into the intense life of this struggling genera- 
tion, the faith of Christ in our minds, the love of 
Christ in our hearts, the touch of Christ in our hands, 
the spirit of Christ in our deeds. There is nothing 
this stricken earth needs so much especially now as 
Christmas. There is nothing else in the world that 
gives us real hope.—Rev. Davin BARNWELL in The 
New Jersey Baptist Bulletin. 


hol 
_ 
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THE MEANINGFULNESS OF CHRISTMAS this year 
depends upon which we believe in, the star or the 
night. Our situation with its grave peril and its great 
opportunity makes desperate the need of all that 
Christmas stands for—spiritual revival, the renewal 
of faith in God and in the soul’s value and dignity, 
the supremacy of the moral law, and the éstablish- 
ment of man’s ethical control over the inventions in 
his hands. It is for us either Christ’s one world now 
or else it will be no world at all. This is a time for 
Christ’s church to be His church indeed, universal, 
carrying the whole world in its heart, and reaching 
the whole world with its service—Rev. Harry 
Emerson Fospick in World Alliance News Letter. 


BEFORE THE MANGER ON CHRISTMAS MORNING we 
pray for a troubled world. We remember that the 
Holy Child came to save. If men open the gates of 
their souls He will enter. Sin will be banished and its 
wounds will be healed. Men will love justice and hate 
evil. With the Savior there is peace. Without Him 
there is confusion and tragedy. How much the world 
today needs its only Savior! Blindness, passion, and 
pride have done the work of tragedy and chaos and 
confusion. The human family is disintegrating into 
conflicting units. Leaders are trying to find group 
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security in disunity. Christmas proclaims the unity 
of mankind and shows how to balance group interests 
in the scales of justice. Before the manger let us pray 
that all men will kneel with us and sing with us our 
Christmas hymn, “O come, let us adore Him.”— 
ArcuBisHop Samuet A. Srritce in The New World. 


CHRISTMAS NEVER BECOMES MONOTONOUS. Year 
after year it releases a spirit of good will that is won- 
derfully kind and generous. It never tires or grows 
old, for it brings the message of the ages, beautiful, 
simple, and majestic. It accommodates itself to the 
conditions .of men as these conditions change from 
year to year. Seven years of war did not stop the 
celebration of Christmas. To the contrary the cir- 
cumstances of life during those evil days gave to the 
Christmas season a substance we shall never forget. 
—Rev. Revsen E. Auxen, in The Religious Herald. 


—_ 
—_ 
=<» 


THE MIRACLE OF CurisTMas is that it turns our 
thoughts away from ourselves and towards others. 
The joy of Christmas is in the self-forgetfulness which 
it induces. The only way we can have good will 
among men is by concentrating everybody’s atten- 
tion on others. Unselfishness is the essence of Christ- 
mas. The world needs this attitude, not only during 
the days immediately preceding the 25th day of 
December but every day throughout the year.— 
Rev. Joun R. Scorrorp in Advance. 


3s This the Road? 


Men travel bravely by a thousand roads, 

Some broad and lined with palaces, some steep 

And hard and lonely, some that blindly twist 

Through tangled jungles where there is no light; 

And mostly they are traveled thoughtlessly. 

But once a year an ancient question comes 

To every traveler passing on his way, 

A question that can stab or burn or bless: 

“Is this the road that leads to Bethlehem?” 
—AvuTHoR UNKNOWN 


@ Christmas Praper 


LMIGHTY GOD, we bless Thee for all Thy good- 
ness to us, for all Thy mercies, for every good thing 
which we enjoy. Especially at this time we render our 
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heartfelt thanks for that Gift of all gifts, Thy Son, Our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Whose birth we celebrate 
this day. Help us O God to be in some measure worthy of 
Thy love, and to show forth our deep gratitude in this 
season of joyous giving by taking thought how we may 
help others of Thy children who need our help. Move us, 
we pray Thee, in gratitude for the gift of the Christ- 
child, to show our love and loyalty to others not so much 


in what we shall give as-in the spirit of thankfulness in. 
which we shall make our gift. Help us to find to our 
hands, ways of serving .Thee- through service to Thy 
children everywhere. Give us in fullest measure the 
peace-and the joy of the Christmas season, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, AMEN. 


From The Chapel Wintel Book, by Joun H. Frrzzucw, published by 
‘Abingdon-Cokesbury, Nashville, Penn., and used by permission 


And They Presented Unto Him Giits 


A Christmas Meditation from Belgian Congo 


By MARGARET JUMP 


N many ways Christmas in Belgian Congo is quite 
different from Christmas in the United States. It 
is definitely not a “White Christmas” for there is no 
snow and December ushers in the Congo hot season. 
Missing are the holly, mistletoe, and evergreens, 
except for artificial substitutes purchased through the 
mail order catalog. Frantic last minute Christmas 
shopping is never necessary. The few gifts we order 
by mail seldom arrive on time. So the gifts we pur- 
chased for Christmas a year ago are brought out of 
storage and serve as gifts to fellow missionaries, 
Congo Christian associates, and one another. There 
is no need to worry about the ingredients for the 
Christmas dinner. If they are not on hand, we do 
without them. There are no stores or food shops 
within one hundred miles. 

Yet many of the Christmas accompaniments are 
the same. There is the same rehearsing for Christmas 
programs, planning of Christmas parties for school 
children, wrapping of gifts, sending and receiving 
greetings. Pine scented and star shaped candles sub- 
stitute for the missing evergreen and holly, while the 
Congo duck taste just as good as his American cousin 
on Long Island. The carols have the same sweet 
melodies even if the words are in a different tongue. 
Most of all, the spirit of Christmas is present here 
just as it is at home. 

Last Christmas at Vanga we wanted to celebrate 
by manifesting our gratitude to God for His gift. 

And so our Congo Christians presented unto Him 
gifts—first the gift of gold. There is not much gold in 
the hands of our Congo people, but what they had 
they wished to share. For some weeks we had been 
talking about our Christian brothers and sisters in 
that far away unknown land of China. We had been 
studying about their homes, habits, sufferings, needs, 
and the work they are doing for Christ. And we real- 


ized that the little we had must be shared with them 
if we are to really show Christ’s spirit. And so we 
brought gold as our gift, 8,609 Francs, about $200 in 
U. S. currency, to be sent to China so that He might 
become known to the people of China. 

And so our Congo Christian presented unto Him 
gifts—second the gift of frankincense, which for us 
means the gift of worship and adoration. Not only at 
Christmas but throughout the year our people pre- 
sent unto their Lord the gift of worship. Daily in the 
villages, Sundays in their churches, they meet to 
sing a song of praise and to hear the word of life. In 
our Vanga church are more than 7,500 Christians, 
and thousands more who have accepted Christ in 
their hearts are waiting to be baptized and to enter 
the church also. The worship of these Congo Chris- 
tians is a gift of frankincense worthy of the King. 

And so our Congo Christians presented unto Him 
gifts—third the gift of myrrh which for us symbolizes 
the gift of life. The greatest gift that these Congo 
Christians can present to the King is that of their 
lives, fully consecrated to Him and His cause. Many 
have done that. Our mission leaders, trained and 
educated men who in government and secular employ 
could command salaries three, four, even twenty 
times what we are able to pay them, have seen the 
Christ Child and have presented to Him this gift of 
life. Without them it would be impossible to carry on 
all the work of this mission field. With them we see 
the work grow steadily, and we see other young men 
and women inspired to present their own lives also in 
loving service to the King. Moreover thousands of 
Congo people not yet Christians thus see the meaning 
of Christian service and thus catch a glimpse of the 
Christ Child. The myrrh offering of our Congo Chris- 
tian leaders is a worthy gift. 

And they presented unto Him gifts—gold, frankin- 
cense, and myrrh—truly these are gifts worthy to 
offer to the King of Kings. 
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Because He Came 


A Meditation on the Survival of Christmas 
By REUBEN E. NELSON 


UR American approach to Christmas is undoubtedly commercial 

and superficial. How incongruous, indeed blasphemous, it is that 
liquor advertisers adorn their billboards with scenes with the most 
sacred connotation. The whole idea of Christmas seems to be perverted 
by those who have no love except for their own enrichment. 

So the wonder of it all is that Christmas survives..No season passes 
but what assurances come to us that the spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord 
can never be submerged by the flooding of that which is cheap and 
unworthy. 

Moreover, Christmas is not a segregated holiday. Beside the manger 
we see ever the cross and the empty tomb. Rising above the flood of 
seasonal superficiality tower the Christian personalities, boys and girls, 
men and women of all ages, rich and poor who are new creatures in 
Christ. They know the truth and power of the Christmas story. 

It is no wonder, then, that Christmas has become @ great missionary 
season. Because He came we have a story to tell to the nations! That 
story survives in golden personalities that outshine all the tinsel of our 


gaudy celebrations. 


—_ 


More Than 100 Conferences 
Begin This Month 


A series of more than 100 Bible 
and Missionary Conferences will 
be held from December through 
March in strategically located cen- 
ters throughout the Northern Bap- 
tist territory. The attendance goal 
for each conference has been set 
as 1,000, making the total attend- 
ance goal more than 100,000. 

Theme of the one-day con- 
ferences will be Our Wortp Mis- 
SION. 

The three-fold purpose is to pre- 
sent the Biblical basis of our mis- 
sion and of our personal responsi- 
bility; to indicate the scope of our 
mission, the needs of the field, and 
the effectiveness of our workers; to 
give insight into the spiritual im- 
plications of the discipleship move- 
ment of our young people. Leaders 
have been selected to address the 
sessions and lead the discussion 
conferences. 
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Among Bible expositors is Dr. 
Nathan R. Wood, former president 
of Gordon School of Theology at 
Boston. Among denominational 
leaders is General Director Reuben 
E. Nelson; President Carrie Dol- 
lar of the Baptist Youth Fellow- 
ship, and President Gordon Smith, 
of the South Dakota Baptist 
Youth Fellowship. 

Missionary speakers will include 
Maurice Blanchard, evangelist to 
the Telegu in-South India; Ruben 
E. Marc, who ministers to nearly 
5,000 each Sunday in Port au 
Prince, Haiti; Margarita Moran, 
village evangelist at Nellore, South 
India; Oscar Rodriquez, only 
Puerto Rican minister to serve as 
a chaplain during World War II, 
and Foreign Secretary Hazel F. 
Shank, of the Woman’s American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Society 
who recently returned from a visit 
to Burma and India. 

The Scriptural passage being 
used to keynote the Bible and Mis- 





sionary Conferences is “As the 
Father hath sent me, even so send 
I you,” John 20: 21. 

Although hundreds of thousands 
of Baptists have responded to the 
challenge of that Scriptural mes- 
sage, a considerable portion of the 
membership of the denomination 
seem to be indifferent and irre- 
sponsible because they have had 
no vision of the Baptist World 
Mission. It is the purpose of the 
more than 100 Bible and Mission- 
ary Conferences to bring the facts 
to the indifferent in such a way 
that they will be informed, inter- 
ested and challenged. 


++ + + + + ee He OF OH OF 


Church World Service 
Warehouses 


(REVISED LIST) 


Shoes and clothing are still des- 
perately needed for Europe and 
Asia. To facilitate distribution of 
relief packages, the most recently 
revised list of Church World 
Service warehouses is published 
below: 

New Windsor, Maryland. 

236 Beacon St., Boston, 16, Mass. 

214 East 2ist St.,. New York, 10, 
Be Ee 

134. N. Patterson Bvd.,Dayton, 2, 
Ohio. 

510 S. Elm Ave., Webster Groves 
19, Mo. 

2247 E. Marginal Way, Seattle, 4, 


Wash. 
2534 Florida Ave., Richmond, Calif. 


7110 Compton Ave., Los Angeles, 1, 
Cal. 

When sending packages through 
CWS warehouses you should indi- 
cate on the package your name and 
address along with that of the 
Baptist Church of which you are a 
member. 


ZEEEEEESESELLLCLILCE 
The January Reading Book 
A flying trip to visit Europe, 

Africa, India, Burma, the Philip- 

pines, China, Japan, Alaska, Mex- 
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ico, Salvador, Nicaragua, Cuba, 
Haiti and Puerto Rico, as well as 
many places of Northern Baptist 
Missionary endeavor in the United 
States will be enjoyed in imagina- 
tion by Northern Baptists during 
January. 

Through the pages of this Jan- 
uary Reading Book, they will be 
taken to all of these places as they 
read a page each day in January. 

Special events of many churches 
will be based on this World Mis- 
sion Tour Book and the flight 
through its pages on the Flying 
Clipper, “Spirit of Freedom.” 


For a Merry Christmas 
Send a CA RE Package 


By RUTH E. FINWALL 
HRISTMAS is a time when we 


want everyone to experience 
joy. It troubles us when we know 
that while we are preparing for 
merry Christmas festivities here in 
America, millions are facing the 
bleakest Christmas of their lives. 
We are the channels through which 
God can work love miracles. Those 
who receive C A RE packages from 
us have said it is as though the 
angels were singing. It is a miracle! 
Yes, God is finding ways of break- 
ing through to our hearts. We feel 
constrained to act. We thank God 
for the must within us which disci- 
plines us to action in giving, giv- 
ing, giving. Give a Christmas 
CARE Package. 

With a bit of careful and imag- 
inative planning, we can get Sun- 
day school classes, men’s groups, 
women’s groups, to send an extra 
CARE package for Christmas. 
The women of the denomination 
are promoting the sending of 
10,000 CARE packages before 
May Ist. It is the most economical 
package—prepared especially for 
the country to which it goes. 

There are several C A R E pack- 
ages prepared—(1) the food pack- 
age (40,963 calories), (2) a woolen 


MISSIONS 





This four-year-old girl in Europe smiles with delight after tasting a choco- 

late bar in aC ARE food package. The shipment of 10,000 C A R E pack- 

ages, sponsored by Northern Baptist women’s organizations, is part of the 
special relief program in cooperation with the Baptist World Alliance 


package, which includes enough 
material for an adult’s or two chil- 
dren’s suits, (3) a blanket package, 
(4) a layette package, and several 
others from which to choose. 

We have had requests for names. 
We wish we could send names to 
all, for we realize how satisfying it 
is to have the personal contact. It 
would save much time if checks 
could be sent without requesting a 
name. We would then forward im- 
mediately the money for CA RE 
packages. Our representatives in 
Europe and other countries will 
distribute the CARE package 
without delay. If the name of the 


sender accompanies the check, a 
receipt will be sent. Ten dollars 
will pay for a CARE package. 
Send your check through your 
church treasurer, who in turn will 
send it to your state or city office. 
Mark plainly, Northern Bap- 
tist Convention, designated for 
CARE. 

In the words of one of our mis- 
sionaries working with bleary eyed, 
hungry people—‘‘ Weakened bod- 
ies, I have been convinced, are no 
foundations for dynamic spiritual 
programs.” 

Send a Christmas CARE 


package! 
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In the Mission Fields of the Wo 











A Christmas Play From Africa 


By PHYLLIS L. BENNER 


Missionaries have found at Leopoldville that the best way to pro- 
duce.a convincing pageant is to outline the action and leave the 
conversation to the characters. There is no danger then that the 
words and actions may become dead and mechanical. In this way 
this pageant developed. The words were largely contributed by the 
actors. The missionary outlined, the action. The results have been 
highly approved by both the missionaries and the native people. 
Have churches in America ever tried this plan? If Congo can do it, 
need our churches be dependent upon: printed plays for seasonal 


observances? 


Scene: Meeting of the first:church in 
Jerusalem. The action takes place at 
one of the regular prayer meetings of 
the little group. 

Time: A few years after the death 
of Jesus. James, the brother of Jesus, 
is already. the acknowledged head of 
the church. 

Characters: The number present at 
the meeting and the number of shep- 
herds will depend upon the convenience 
of the group giving the play. 


The meeting is opened with prayer 
by James and he acts as pastor. 
James: My brethren in Christ, 

we are gathered here to worship our 

God in the singing of hymns, in 

prayer, and in testimony. As is 

often our custom, I am going to 
ask one or two of you to share some 
of your personal experiences with 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Not all of us here were privileged 

to see him or hear him as he walked 

the streets of Galilee and Judea. 

None of us knows everything about 

his work and life and death. There- 

fore, at this time, will some one who 
has a personal remembrance of him 
and his work share that with the 
rest of us assembled here? 

First Speaker: Probably some 
of you were there the day many of 
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us¢followed Him around to the 
other side of the Sea of Galilee. I 
knew I forgot all about everything 
but hearing His words, and when I 
saw Him get into the small boat, 
which His disciples had waiting for 
Him, I rushed around by the shore 
with the others. And we beat them, 
for when they arrived we were all 
sitting on the shore waiting for 
Him. I noticed that He was tired 
because He looked the way I felt, 
and I had a blister on one foot, and 
my face was burned by the wind. 
But then I forgot all about my 
being tired and just listened to His 
words. When it began to get dark, 
some of us began to think of walk- 
ing home on an empty stomach. 
But Jesus was ahead of us. Before 
we knew it, we were all sitting in 
groups on the grass. And He was 
thanking a little boy for giving 
Him his small lunch of loaves and 
fishes. And then Jesus held the 
food in His hands and thanked God 
for His daily care. What happened 
I don’t know. I know I had enough 
to eat, and so did those around me, 
and the disciples of Jesus were able 
to pick up baskets of food after- 
wards. As we were leaving I heard 
some one say that. there were 











man’s American Baptist Foreign Mission Society 


5,000 people there, men, women 
and children. And He fed all of us 
that day. 

Seconp SPEAKER: I was in the 
crowd with Jesus one day as He 
and His disciples were walking 
along the road that leads out of 
Jericho. It was a hot day. As we 
were going along we passed the 
place where blind Bartimaeus al- 
ways sat. He heard us coming, and 
in some way or other heard that it 
was the Master who was there. 
And he started to call His name, 
“Jesus, thou son of God, have 
mercy on me.” Those of us who 
were close to him tried to quiet him 
down. The more we told him to 
stop the more he kept on. Jesus 
heard him. He asked one of us to 
call him. I ran to Bartimaeus and 
told him Jesus wanted to speak to 
him. And he stood up without any 
hesitation whatever and went to 
Jesus. Then Jesus asked what he 
wanted. I think He knew all the 
time, but wanted Bartimaeus to 
say it before us all. Bartimaeus 
said right off, “I want to see 
again.”” And then Jesus looked at 
him as He always looked at those 
whom He loved, and told him to 
go home, he would see again be- 
cause of his faith. And Bartimaeus 
regained his sight. From that time 
on he followed us. 

James (in deep sorrow and hesi- 
tantly): It is hard to hear these re- 
ports of Jesus. As you all know, 
Jesus was my elder brother. I grew 
up with him. No one knew better 
than I did the nobleness of His 
nature, the depth. of His love, the 
measure of His patience. When we 
were just boys, He was my hero. 
But as we grew older, after our 
father Joseph died, we did not al- 
ways see eye to eye on everything. 
In school I met some of the fire- 
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brands of our nation, who were 
even then planning to overthrow 
the power of Rome. I tried more 
than once to convince Jesus that 
that was the only way of salvation 
for us, to fight Rome. As you all 
know, He could not and would not 
agree to such a plan. His under- 
standing of God and His plan for 
people was too deep for that. Some- 
how we drifted apart. I still loved 
Him and I suppose because of that 
I flared up more easily when with 
Him. Even so, I know that if He 
had said one word to me, I would 
have left all and followed Him. But 
he never said that word, and I was 
too proud to speak to him. It was 
not until he had been gone from 
our home over two years that I be- 
gan to understand Him and His 
work. But then, because of His 
enemies, we saw nothing of Him. 
And I was too proud to tell him I 
was wrong, and not courageous 
enough to search Him out when the 
soldiers were looking for him. In- 
deed, I played the part of the 
coward through it all. It was not 
until they crucified Him that I saw 
Him again. And then He looked at 
me just as He had when we worked 
together in the carpenter shop, or 
when we were playing together. It 
was more than I could stand. I 
knew then that I had helped cru- 
cify Him, because I had allowed 
His enemies to take Him. 

(He sits down overcome by his 

grief and there is a deep silence. 

Then the First Speaker puts his 

hand on James’s shoulder and 

tries to comfort him.) 

First Speaker: But, Pastor, 
you know that that is all behind 
you now. Jesus would be the first 
to say that. You are the leader of 
His church. You have many times 
over proved your allegiance to Him 
and His Kingdom since that time. 

JaMEs (after a little silence): Yes, 
that is behind me, and I know that 
my brother would be the first to 
say that it is done with, but I can- 
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not help but think of the years 
I wasted before I really understood 
His message. Well, let us return to 
the spirit of this meeting. 

I, too, have a story that I want to 
share with you. I shall never forget 
the day when He was crucified. 
Mother wept for hours. But in her 
heart she knew that He was not 
dead. At first I could not under- 
stand her attitude. Finally I asked 
her how she could be so sure in 
spite of all His agony. She looked 
at me and smiled her slow smile. 
And then she made me sit down 
beside her. She knew I was con- 
demning myself for having failed 
Jesus. , 

(The group retires lower left as he 

speaks.) 

And this is her story as she told 
it to me that awful day: 

Many years ago, before I had 
married your father Joseph, as I 
was sitting in the garden of my 
father’s home, an angel came and 
spoke to me. 


Scene One—The Annunciation 


(Mary enters, upper right, and 
sits down with a scroll to read. The 
Angel Gabriel comes in. Whien 
he speaks, she looks up with a 
start. The scroll falls to the floor.) 
GaBRIEL: (Read Luke 1: 30-33). 
(Mary bows her head reverently 
and follows the Angel Gabriel off 
the stage.) 

James: (He again faces the 
church.) For a while after this 
Father thought of putting her 
away, but he was warned in a 
dream that he should not fear to 
take her as his wife, for her child 
was to be the Son of God. So they 
were married. And then came the 
decree from Caesar Augustus for 
all to be enrolled, and they had to 
return to Father’s village of Bethle- 
hem. It was a long hard journey for 
Mother. When they arrived in 
Bethlehem there was no room for 
them. Finally they obtained per- 
mission to sleep in one of the sta- 








bles. And there, their first night in 
Bethlehem, Jesus was born. Many 
people from all walks of life and 
from other countries came to see 
him. And through it all Mother 
watched and stored up in her mem- 
ory all that happened. 


Scene Two—The Shepherds 


(As they come in one by one they 
greet each other. The first ones in 
gather firewood to build a fire. The 
others sit down beside it and warm 
themselves. At first they talk a 
little impromptu, then one by one 
they go off to sleep. Only the sentry 
is left to keep watch. He walks up 
and down, looking at the fire and 
the stars. Suddenly, there is a great 
light, and the Angel Gabriel ap- 
pears to him. He hastily arouses 
the others, and they wait for the 
Angel’s words.) | 

GABRIEL: (Read Luke 2:10—-12). 
(When he finishes, the angel choir 
enters quickly, and sings one 
stanza of “Joy to the world.” 
When the angels have moved to | 
upper left, the shepherds stand up 
and in impromptu conversation 
agree to go quickly to Bethlehem.) 
JaMEs: Let us, too, sing a hymn. 
(This group stands and sings 
a Christmas hymn.) 


Scene Three—The Manger 


(Shepherds enter, fall on their 
knees to worship the child. After a 
little they leave. All is pantomime. 
Angel choir sings second stanza.) 


Scene Four—The Wisemen 


(The Wisemen can be heard in the 
distance singing the first stanza of 
“We Three Kings.” They enter, 
and each one sings another stanza 
of the song as he presents his gift 
to the child: When it is over, they 
stand up to go. The Leader 
speaks.) 
Leaver: Let us go back to our 
own country by another route, for 
(Continued on page 632) 
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The True Missionary 
Is Always a Pioneer 


By MRS. ROBERT CHANDLER 


ITTLE Anna Aponas, daughter 
of Lithuanian parents, began 
to attend the South Chicago Neigh- 
borhood House. Presently she al- 
most lived at the Center, so keen 
was her interest. Later, as she spoke 
of her desire to become a mission- 
ary she said, “It was here that I 
became introduced to the term 
missionary. I had many opportu- 
nities to see missionaries truly at 
work on the field. Their love for 
the people, their interest in helping 
them, their example of living, made 
me want to be like them.” 

To see missionuries truly at work 
on the field is an experience de- 
sired by every lover of missions. 
Those who have been so enriched 
know that all missionaries whose 
example of living makes others 
want to be like them, have certain 
well-defined characteristics. 





A real missionary is always a 
creator, a pioneer. Joanna P. 
Moore, who began ‘the design of 
our missionary work among Ne- 
groes 18 years before she became 
the first regularly appointed mis- 
sionary of the Woman’s American 
Baptist Home Mission Society, is 
recognized as a pioneer. Rachel 
Crone Mather, who went to the 
homes of Negroes in South Caro- 
lina with her Bible, her medicine 
bag, and food and clothing to give 
away, and who bought the 20 acres 
of land upon which Mather School 
now stands, was also a pioneer. 
But today Otillie Pechous, at 
Olivet Center, in the midst of Chi- 
cago’s most congested area of 400,- 
000 Negroes, is creating a Christian 
Center in spite of handicaps which 
alyound in that district where hous- 
ing is inadequate and where whole- 
some recreational facilities are few. 
It is Otillie Pechous, pioneer, who 
after 25 years of work said recently, 
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“I feel that I have entered upon 
the greatest adventure of my life 
as a missionary.” 

A real missionary is resourceful. 
She must be so, if an evangelical 
and educational program develops 
in areas of need. Every missionary 
has need for a special type of re- 
sourcefulness. Rena Button trans- 
lates texts and tracts into Spanish 
for her Mexicans and finds ways to 
distribute them widely and wisely. 
Isabelle Gates, sensing new needs 
to demonstrate good will in a world 
filled with maladjustments, de- 
velops interracial choirs and Wom- 
en’s Clubs and summer camps. 
Dora S. Hall, in Managua, Nica- 
ragua, handicapped by meagre 
supplies, nevertheless, finds a way 
to give needed emphasis to Health 
and Hygiene through booklets and 
demonstrations. 

A real missionary is called of 
God to be a missionary. -Mary Set- 
zekorn is an outstanding example. 
When a regular appointment as a 
missionary was not allowed her 








OUTSTANDING MISSIONARIES AND WINSOME PERSONALITIES 


These are four of the women who have been nominated by Home Mission Vice-Presidents as outstanding 
missionaries. They were chosen because of the high calibre of their work and because of their winsome per- 
sonalities. They have worked diligently and successfully on their fields and have gone the second mile in 
that they have been energetic in keeping their constituency back home aware of their progress. From left to 
right, Ruth M. Carr, Principal of Colegio Bautista, Santa Ana, El Salvador; Isabelle M. Gates, Christian 
Friendliness Missionary for Oregon; Mary Setzekorn,.in charge of Baker Cottage and Christian Center at 
Ouzinkie, Alaska; Otillie Oechous, children’s worker at Olivet Christian Center, Chicago, Lil. 
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because of a serious heart condi- 
tion, Miss Setzekorn asked to be 
sent to Alaska as a volunteer. After 
a short while Miss Setzekorn was 
commissioned as a full-time mis- 
sionary. That was years ago. Her 
continued vigour is a mystery to 
doctors but not to her for she 
knows God has called her to the 
task. 

A real missionary in a Christian 
Center in a crowded city finds her- 
self becoming a civic leader. Fannie 
Goodgame, at Gleiss Memorial 
Center in Detroit, where the Ne- 
gro population has risen sharply, 
constantly found new civic prob- 
lems to solve among unchurched 
people who have not been taught 
religious principles and how to ap- 
ply them in daily living, who do not 
recognize the rights of others, now 
crowding upon them in city streets. 
Says Miss Goodgame, “‘ We realize 
more than ever before that we must 
consider the needs of our commu- 
nity, for war has brought added 
problems.” 

A real missionary always lays 
foundations that permit mission- 
ary building to be continuous in its 
influence. Bethel Neighborhood 
Center has been a civic and a spir- 
itual power in Kansas City for sev- 
eral generations. One woman, who 
as a girl, found Christ at Bethel, 
met in the B.Y.P.U. there the man 
she married with the Center’s 
church pastor officiating at the 
ceremony. Now her five year old 
daughter is in the Center’s Day 
Nursery and she herself is teaching 
and caring for children of working 
mothers. Evalena McCutcheon of 
Colegio Bautista, San Salvador, 
mentions with pride a Children’s 
Page in the leading newspaper of 
Colorado, for some of its stories 
are written by a Colegio Bautista 
graduate, who came to know Christ 
through the Schvol. Of the joy of 
service which permits continuity of 
influence, Grace Hatch, of the Ital- 
ian Christian Center of Camden, 


New Jersey, writes: “Each day 
brings its own rewards, but as the 
years go on the fruits of service 
ripen to a blessed sweetness. For 
example, one little girl from my 
first field is now serving as a mis- 
sionary in Africa and another from 
my second field, is serving in China. 
They were both won to Christ from 
non-Christian homes. God has 
blessed me abundantly ix allowing 
me the privilege of service.” 


As we who love the missionary 
cause pray for our missionaries, let 
us give thanks for their creative- 
ness, their pioneer spirits, their re- 
sourcefulness, their Christian civic 
sense, their works following them. 
Shall we pray, too, that these same 
qualities may characterize our own 
missionary efforts and leadership, 
as in local church, in civic en- 
deavor and on missionary boards, 
we seek to build for Christ? 


R 


Puerto Rico Baptist Women Meet 
in First Summer Camp 


By, MRS. INNOCENCIA Q. AGUAYO 


T last our dreams came true 
when 46 women representing 
their respective societies in the 
various Puerto Rican Baptist 
churches, met at the Barranquitas 
Academy in a two-day “Retreat” 
for study, conference and consecra- 
tion. Miss Ruth Maldonado, tem- 
porarily in charge of the Academy 
for missionaries, did everything to 
prepare the way for us to receive 
the greatest benefit during the 
short period spent at this beautiful 
mountain spot. Truly we could 
“lift up our eyes unto the hills” 
and rejoice in the inspiration re- 
ceived. There we sang and prayed 
with the joy and confidence of 
peaceful and grateful hearts. 

The vesper services were an in- 
spiration. The beauty of the scen- 
ery drew us so near the Master 
that we could almost hear His voice 
and feel His breath. No wonder the 
great Beethoven said that “Nature 
is the school of the heart.” So it 
was for us all. What we saw and 
heard, the comfort we felt, the 
greatness we so admired, our desire 
of improvement and service, and 
the peace we enjoyed could not be 
had otherwise to such degree. 

Two important themes were 
masterfully presented and devel- 


oped by two of our prominent 
women. One of the subjects was 
“The Organization of Women So- 
cieties”; the other was “ Evangeli- 
zation of our Children.” It was 
clearly seen that our women are 
deeply interested in the subjects of 
reference and especially in bringing 
the children of Puerto Rico to 
Christ. We learned new and impor- 
tant things and felt free to ask 
questions and express our own 
ideas. 

Our attention was called to the 
singing part of the worship service. 
We realized then that sometimes 
we lose many blessings for singing 
carelessly without thinking of the 
words and feeling their meaning. 
I am sure we are all helping to im- 
prove that part of the service in 
our local churches. 

I cannot finish without saying 
that we enjoyed our food greatly 
for it was deliciously prepared by 
some student girls of the Academy 
to whom we feel obliged. 

As we said good-bye we felt 
stronger in body and mind and 
fortified in spirit, and with the con- 
viction that these few days of 
quietness occupied in our King’s 
Business will bring showers of 
blessings to our dear churches. 
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MISSIONS CROSS WORD PUZZLE PAGE 


10. 
11. 
12. 
14. 
17. 
18. 


19. 
. “Let your light so. 


22. 


24. 
26. 





> or 


No. 45—Righteousness 
Across 

. shall he send his 
angels” Mark 13:27 

“Thy people also . . . be all 
righteous” Isa. 60:21 


. “righteous also shallhold .. . 


his way” Job 17:19 

Ancient European country 
Japanese measure of distance 
“righteouscry,and . . . Lord 
heareth” Ps. 34:17 

“there is a reward for the...’ 
Ps. 58:11 

“statues, and judgments . . 
righteous as” Deut. 4:8 

“yet . . . Inot seen the right- 
eous forsaken” Ps. 37:25 
Trick 


Matt. 5:16 
“From that time . 
Matt. 16:21 
Afternoon socials 
West Australia 

“. . . righteousness tendeth 
to life” Prov. 11:19 


. . began” 


27. 
29. 
$2. 
34. 
35 

37. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
44. 


45. 


47. 


. “light .. 


“In . . . way of righteousness 

is life” Prov. 12:28 

“one glory of the . . 

15:41 

“fruit of the righteous is a 
. of life” Prov. 11:30 

Tellurium 


.”” I Cor. 


. “to cleanse us from . . . un- 
righteousness” I John 1:9 
Musical work 
“righteous shall be glad .. . 
the Lord”’ Ps. 64:10 
“righteousness of .. . up- 
right” Prov. 11:6 
All correct 
Blot out 
“done what...could’’ 
Mark 14:8 
“liars; and they shall .. .” 
Jer. 50:36 
“inherit the . . . prepared for 


you” Matt. 25:34 
the righteous re- 
joiceth” Prov. 13:9 


. Foolish person 
. “righteous shall see . . . 


, and 
rejoice” Ps. 107:42 
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Last Month’s Puzzle 


. “. . . sinful nation” Isa. 1:4 
. “own souls by . . . righteous- 


ness” Ezek. 14:14 
“Of righteousness, because I 
gotomy .. .” John 16:10 


Down 


. Garden tool 


Half an em 

Wise 

What did you say? 

Altitude 

“the righteous, and the . . .” 
Eccl. 9:1 

It is (cont.) 

“the righteous shall... 
thanks” Ps. 140:13 

“nations shall... like the 


( rushing of many. waters” Isa. 


x, 17:18 


13. 
14. 


15. 

‘ scriptures” Matt. 22:29 
16. 
18. 
21. 


22. 
24, 


25. 


27. 


A minor Prophet 

“water . . . round about the 
altar” I Kings 18:35 
“do... , not knowing the 


“gone ... of my mouth in 
righteousness” Isa. 45:23 
“and ... righteousness en- 
dureth forever” Ps. 112:3 
“thou . . . the words of eter- 
nal life” John 6:68 

Fourth note in scale 

“that . . . might be made the 
righteousness”’ IT Cor. 5:21 
“He that... righteously” 
Isa. 33:15 

“were there not . . . cleansed” 
Luke 17:17 
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28. “and... that doeth right- 
eousness” Ps. 106:3 

29. “righteous also shall ... , 
and fear” Ps. 52:6 

30. Western Continent 


$1. “thy . .. and thy staff” Ps. 
23:4 

88. Nothing (Fr.) 

$4. “righteous be glad, let... 


rejoice” Ps. 68:3 
36. “Cast in thy . . 
Prov. 1:14 
88. Son of Remaliah IT Kings 16:1 
40. However (Simplified spelling) 


. among us” 


. “but the righteous into . 

eternal” Matt. 25:46 

. State in U.S. 

Third person singular of do 

“in the paths . . . righteous- 

ness” Ps, 23:3 

. Kind of fish 

. Old Testament 

51. “When . . . goeth well with 

the righteous” Prov. 11:10 

52. Capital of Moab. Num. 21:28 
Our text is 1, 4, 12, 14, 20; 22, 

26, 27, 29, 39, 40, 47, 49, 54 and 55 

combined 
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THE CONFERENCE TABLE 


EVERY WOMAN SERVING THROUGH CHURCH 





Singing Crusaders 
By DOROTHY H. BAIRD 
“ Joy to the World, the Lord is Come” 


S our little Lord Jesus, He en- 
tered a dark world on the 
wings of heavenly song. Through 
the medium of music He has en- 
tered many a weary sinsick heart 
as Lord and Saviour. Under the in- 
fluence of a devotional hymn He 
has been crowned Lord and King 
of many a life. How important, 
then, that we give careful and 
prayerful attention to our musical 
program during the Crusade for 
Christ through Evangelism. 

To make our music speak to the 
heart does not mean that we must 
be highly trained musicians—in- 
deed no; it does mean that our 
thoughtful consideration is as im- 
portant here as it is in any part of 
our program. Often the whole tone 
of the meeting is set by the song 
service—for good or ill! 

As we plan together can we not 
begin by a rededication of this 
area of our life to Him, that it may 
be a fruitful area? ALWAYS our 
hymns will be selected carefully, 
well in advance of the meeting 
time, with a central theme in mind. 
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Our pianist will have been secured, 
with time given for consultation 
between pianist and song leader. 

Because the musical program is 
planned, it will have variety. Let’s 
not forget that the song service is 
the one part of the meeting in 
which all may participate. Now— 
we would never sing, say, all verses 
of three or four songs in succession. 
That leaves one quite breathless!! 
We could inject a verse by the 
pianist, or other instrumentalists 
we are fortunate enough to have; 
we might ask for a vocal solo or 
duet, if we have those in our group 
who could respond; a well selected 
poem to the accompaniment of 
soft music, or a call to prayer given 
in this way—all tend to make an 
interesting and devotional period. 

There is a place for the fine old 
stately hymns of the church. How 
majestic they are. How “anchored 
to the Infinite” we feel as we sing 
them!! There is also a place for the 
gospel hymn, so plainly giving sal- 
vation’s story. To neglect either 
would be to lose much in our en- 
deavor to have an effective minis- 
try of music. 

A good chorus makes for variety 
and lends cheer for days to come. 
It lingers in the memory and a 


humuning, happy Christian is often 
the result. I should say a useful 
Christian results, too, for “with 
music in your soul you can make 
things hum!” Those hums are be- 
coming a bit confusing! Isn’t it 
wonderful, though, to hear a hymn 
tune in some unexpected place— 
on the street, in a store, or even as 
I heard it one day, in a hospital, as 
a nurse very softly hummed a 
loved melody. No medicine like it! 

We have an abundance of help 
for our musical program in our 
literature each year,—suggestions 
for hymns in the theme booklet, 
and in leaflets along specific lines. 
Poems suggested can often be sung 
to familiar tunes; for example Jen- 
nie Adams’ poem “The Quiet 
Hour” is very effective as a devo- 
tional hymn, using the tune “St. 
Agnes.” Make use of songs that 
have been selected for House Par- 
ties, and search through old hym- 
nals for songs that will emphasize 
the theme of the year. 

Using favorite hymns always 
brings a joyous response. Know the 
favorite hymns of loved ones and 
friends, and your singing becomes 
an intercessory prayer. It occurs to 
me as I write that knowing the 
favorite hymn of our State “‘Spe- 
cials” would give a feeling of one- 
ness with them as we sing. Yes, 
that idea intrigues me! Think it 
through and do something with it, 
as I shall. 

Special days may be emphasized 
through the song service—World 
Day of Prayer, World Communion 
Sunday, etc. Sing often from mem- 
ory. It sets the words firmly in the 
mind and when we need them in 
the long watches of the night, they 
are there to comfort and bless. 

Our chat is over—but not our 
planning—! 

“Joy to the World, the Lord is 
Come!” Let this be our song not 
alone for this month, but for every 
month of every year until His 
Kingdom shall be established. 
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Unto God 


Look unto me, and be ye saved, all 
the ends of the earth: for I am God, 
and there is none else. Isaiah 45.22 

But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name. John 1:12 

A worthy study for Christmas- 
time would be an examination of 
the places in which God called men 
unto him for salvation, in the Old 
Testament and in the New. Always 
in the background Jesus, whose 
name means salvation, is evident 
in the plan of God, but again and 
again God calls peoples, nations, 
groups of individuals, “as many as 
believe.” 

Jesuscame . . . and to as many 
as believe on his name he gave 
power to become the sons of God. 
Affirmation of great facts has be- 
come a habit of people. Belief is 
more than affirmation, it is acting 
upon the thing affirmed. Dare we 
step out this Christmas upon our 
belief in this Jesus whose birthday 
we celebrate? Is he sufficiently 
Lord of our lives for us to do the 
unexpected, sacrificial life-restoring 
thing that this world requires? 

Dare we give sacrificially, re- 
membering those we love with to- 
kens, and remembering the One we 
love best with gifts that demand 
actual sacrifice of the things we 
need and want? 

The United States Government 
has plans, makes laws, provides 
channels. The people of America 
must have the will to fulfill or the 
program for feeding Europe will 
fail. Europe must have bread; but 
bread buttered with the love of hu- 
man kindness. 

Our Sunday of Sacrifice offers a 
great opportunity and demands 
our utmost at that point. Yet there’ 
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is room for greater giving, for ex- 
tending the World Mission Cru- 
sade beyond its present bonds. 
How dare we look to God as he has 
called the nations to do if the sin of 
selfishness lies deep in our hearts? 
May the joy of God’s great sal- 
vation flow through us in abun- 
dance at this Christmas-time as we 
express the beauty of his love 
through a cup overflowing with 

food for body and for spirit. 
—Dorothy A. Stevens 
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A Gift With a Purpose 


Gifts With a Purpose 


There are those to whom it is ap- 
propriate to give gifts at this 
Christmas-time. We are happy to 
suggest a few books that will bene- 
fit not only those who will receive 
them but their friends and asso- 
ciates; therefore we present the 
following suggestions with the 
hope that families, men and women 
who are alone, young people and 
children will be brought into closer 
fellowship with God and clearer 
understanding of their fellow-men, 
through receiving these gifts: 

A Star Is Born. Kenneth G. 
Phifer. Dedicated “‘to the memory 
of a little boy whose star lighted 
the horizon for his mother and 
father for a little while.’’ A Christ- 
mas story. 50¢. 

The Wind-Swept Harp. Grace 
Noll Crowell. Poems dedicated “to 
those who are ever seeking for 
beauty and truth in their everyday 
living.” $1.00. 

The World’s Great Madonnas. 
Cynthia Pearl Maus. Excellent re- 
productions of great masters, with 
poems, stories, music, and inter- 
pretations. $5.00. 

450 Stories from Life. Edited by 
Leonard R. Jenkins. A book of il- 
lustrative devotional stories. $2.50. 

A Book of Remembrance. Daily 
Bible and inspirational missionary 
readings. 25¢. 

Missions. Baptist monthly mag- 
azine of world news. Annual sub- 
scription $2.00. 

World Christianity: Yesterday, 
Today and Tomorrow. Henry Pit- 
man Van Dusen. The prospect for 
global Christian unity viewed 
through a survey of the new Chris- 
tian expansion. This is a book pas- 
tors will appreciate for Christmas. 


$2.50. 
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A Study of History. Arnold J. 
Toynbee. A book of lasting value, 
outstanding in its field. First book 
on the list for ministers and lay- 
men. $5.00. 

Laymen Speaking. Selected and 
edited by Wallace Speers. Chris- 
tian laymen write on active rela- 
tionships to their life in home, 
church, and society. For men. 
$2.00. 

Assorted Sisters. Florence Cran- 
nell Means. List of Mrs. Means’ 
outstanding Christian novels now 
includes story of fight against in- 
tolerance and attempt to make 





Friendship House a meeting-place 
of families of all colors and creeds. 
High School age group. $2.50. 

My Prayer Book. Margaret 
Clemens. Beautifully illustrated 
book of prayers for children 2-6. 
60¢. 

Ke Sooni. Fairfax and Buie. A 
charming book about a small Ko- 
rean girl—Ke Sooni. You’ll meet 
her family and friends and be en- 
chanted by her adventures. Two 
color illustrations. $1.00. 

World’s Children Series. Ency- 
clopedia Britannica. Twelve books 
well illustrated with brief well- 


written text dealing with child life 
in Mexico, Alaska, China, French- 
Canadian territory, Holland, Swit- 
zerland, Brazil, Japan, England, 
Africa, Hawaii, and among Amer- 
ican Indians. 50¢ each. 

Judy’s Journey. Lois Lenski. A 
well told, authentic story of a mi- 
grant family. The English used is 
typical of this group of folk to 
whom we owe a great debt of grati- 
tude for our fresh fruit and vege- 
tables. Help children to develop an 
appreciation for these people who 
would like to have a home to call 
their own. Children 9 to 11. $2.50. . 





THE BAPTIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 


World Wide Guild 


Roygal Ambassadors 





Dear Friends of the Fellowship: 

Something sounds like bells in 
the air—Christmas bells maybe— 
yes, that’s exactly what it is. But 
somehow there is a more beautiful 
note in it than usual. What makes 
it? Oh, I know now, it is the dollars 
dropping into Fellowship Carloads 
because young people have not for- 
gotten to put Europe and Asia 
high on their Christmas lists. 

Some probably will mutually de- 
cide to put cereal in the place of a 
gift they usually exchange with 
each other. Others will find they 
can omit some Christmas decora- 
tion or pleasure or some item in the 
Christmas dinner or party. And 
nearly all of us will find that we 
can do the “one thing more” in 
order that a Christmas bell may 
ring down a village street where 
bombs have screamed; that a 
simple meal may take the place of 
hunger; that the love of God may 
bridge the chasm of fear and 
hate. 

Discipleship like this is more 
than a sweet sound—it is “Peace 
on Earth, Good will to men” in 
action. Let’s spend Christmas on 
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two or three continents this year. 
Let the Christmas bells ring! 
Very sincerely yours, 


as 8 Hoppe 


At Oslo 


“Wherever I went I talked the 
Disciple Plan, and everywhere the 





Youth Delegates at Oslo 





leaders listened with great interest. 
They want to know more about it, 
and are thrilled with the possibil- 
ities. They were amazed and over- 
joyed to hear that American young 
people are taking such forward 
steps in places of responsibility and 
leadership. They were especially 
pleased to know that these were 
Baptist young people. 

“The Disciple Plan has great 
possibilities of spreading to all of 
Europe. Perhaps through it we will 
all be drawn closer together—a 
fellowship found through service. 
What better way to found a great 
Christian Fellowship of workers!” 
—Carrie Dollar. 


Vesper Day 

Don’t forget to observe Fellow- 
ship Vesper Day, December 7 and 
find yourself in fellowship with 
Christian young people round the 
world while you worship. A com- 
mon service to use is available, en- 
titled Jesus Christ Is Lord. It is 5 
cents per copy; 10 or more, 3 cents 


each. 
Let’s Go to Church 
Ann Judson Guild groups, don’t 
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miss the booklet of programs by 
that name prepared especially for 
you! These ten programs outlined 
by Emma F. Pankey are an essen- 
tial guide for your interesting mis- 
sionary program meetings this 
year. The booklet is 35 cents. 
Because the programs are based on 
the following books you'll need 
In Every Land by Helen E. Baker 
for your counselor to use and sev- 
eral copies of Why Church? by Mar- 
gueritte H. Bro for you girls to 
read. Better order the program 
booklet right away. 


Dr. and Mrs. Ola Hanson 
Translate the Bible 


The Sally Peck chapters who 
will be following the fine programs 
by Miss Ada S. Stearns called 
Occupation Translation will be in- 
terested in using the following in 
one of their early program meet- 
ings. 

“This is the greatest day in the 
history of our race. The book that 
we lost has come back. First, we 
want to thank God that He counted 
us worthy that the book should 
come back, and we want to thank 
the people of America for sending 
messengers to give us this book.” 
Thus spoke the Kachin who had 
been chosen to present to his people 
in their year of Jubilee (1927) the 
first copy of the complete Bible in 
their own language. 

In 1890 Dr. and Mrs. Ola 
Hanson went to the Kachins in 
Northern Burma—a people with- 
out a written language—to at- 
tempt the colossal task of giving 
them the Bible. They had to start 
from scratch. The Hansons knew 
not one word of the Kachin lan- 
guage, and not a single Kachin 
could speak English, so they had to 
learn this strange language by 
listening to the people and trying 
to talk with their hands, eyes and 
every conceivable way, and trans- 
lating the peculiar and unfamiliar 
sounds into words. Then they had 
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Let’s Go to Church 

















to distinguish tones, a difficult ac- 
complishment, for English is not 
based on tones. After some prog- 
ress had been made in understand- 
ing the spoken words, the words 
had to be reduced to writing. Dr. 
Hanson worked first in the Bur- 
mese characters, but after consult- 
ing many authorities he turned to 


AAAAAAAAAAAA 
Missions—a Christmas Gift ° 


Don’t tell him but let’s make a 
Christmas gift to Dr. Lipphard, 
editor of Missions by sending in a 
flock of subscriptions to Missions 
magazine in December. Every 
B.Y.F. should have one at least on 
file for use of the group and a lot of 
young people will want it for their 
own. 

Why not pep up the idea through 
some original presentation in some 
B.Y.F. meeting this month. The 
grape-vine has it that if you are 
a member of Youth Fellowship 
under 25 and say so when you send 
in your subscription you can have 
it for the club price of $1.50 per 
year. This whole thing is a Christ- 
mas secret, of course, but you can 
tell it if you want to. 


na = a *i\2s 
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the English alphabet. When he 
knew the sounds well enough he 
published small readers and a spell- 
ing book. Mrs. Hanson taught the 
first class of twelve Kachin boys . 
who ever learned to read their own 
language. One of these boys is 
probably the most outstanding 
Kachin of today. 

Then came the dilemma of de- 
ciding what word to use for God. 
After much thought Dr. Hanson 
was inspired to use their name for 
their own Good Spirit. When the 
Kachins began to read and came 
across this name they said, “What 
do you know about Karaikasang? 
He is our creator, isn’t he? We did 
not know he created anyone but 
us.” 

“Oh, yes, he created all man- 
kind.” And-.Dr. Hanson added, 
“When you lost your Book, it be- 
came dark and you went astray and 
made offerings to evil spirits. There 
are many other people who have 
lost their way, so the Good Spirit, 
the Creator, sent His Son Jesus 
Christ, into the world to show all 
people the way back.” 

“Oh, we never heard that be- 
fore; tell it again,” exclaimed the 
Kachins. 

After publishing a few more 
books, Dr. Hanson started a trans- 
lation of the New Testament. This 
was very slow work because there 
was no grammar and he had to 
write one as he went along. 

Schools were opened all over the 
country, for the Hansons said, “If 
you cannot read, you do not need 
the Book.” “Oh, yes, we want the 
Book,” and the people began to 
come in great numbers to learn to 
read. The Hansons also insisted 
that parts of both the Old and the 
New Testaments be memorized, 
for they told the people, “If you 
have it in your hearts, you are not 
dependent upon the Book.” 

The completion of the whole 
Bible in Kachin was on August 15, 
1926. The Hansons had read the 
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proof seven times, six times forward 
and once backward, in order that it 
should be as nearly perfect as possi- 
ble. Dr. Hanson had left the last 
words of Malachi for them to pen 
together. His emotion was so great 
that he could hardly write the last 
phrase. Then he thanked his Heav- 
enly Father for doing this work, 
and said, “We have completed the 
work we were sent out as young 
people to do—to give the Word of 
God to this race.” 

The famous Jubilee fasted four 
days. The British Government sent 
officials and ordered that all Ka- 
chins in military service should be 
released for the Jubilee. Sunday 
was the great day when in the 
name of the race the book was pre- 
sented to the Kachins. The man 
who presented it was the first per- 
son (then a boy) who shook hands 
with the Hansons when they ar- 
rived in Burma. He concluded 
with these words, “I feel very 
humble when I think of what this 
means to all Kachins, and I want 
to reconsecrate my life. How many, 
with me, will reconsecrate their 
lives that all our people may see 


the Light and know God and Jesus 
Christ?” It was overwhelming 
when the vast throng answered, 
“Teacher, we will.” A nation born 
in a day! 


A Lucky Number 


Thirteen is no barrier to enthusi- 
asm when a Guild group gets 
started. At least the “Ruth Guild” 






Ruth Chapter of the World Wide Guild at Lima, Obio 


of Lima, Ohio thought so when it 
started off with thirteen active 
members. That the number is 
lucky is seen in the prospective 
members they already have and a 
whole year of interesting programs 
they have planned. Something tells 
us this group is really in the success 
column already. 

















MISSIONARY EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN 


The Children’s World Crusade 











Dear Boys and Girls, 

It’s Christmas time again and I 
believe as I listen I can hear boys 
and girls all over this land of ours 
singing joyfully, “Silent night, 
holy night, all is calm, all is bright.” 
If by some magic I could invite 
you all to ride with me around the 
world on a flying carpet you would 
hear some boys and girls in every 
land singing this same song. You 
would know it because around the 
world in churches and Christian 
Schools and hospitals this song is 
sung in the language of the people, 
but the tune is the same every- 


where. You would see happy 
hearted African children and Chi- 
nese children and Burmese children 
and Japanese and Filipino children 
all worshiping the same Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Saviour; some 
in beautiful churches, others in 
simple homes. 

If on this trip we could look 
everywhere we would see some 
children not singing praises to the 
Christ child. Some children have 
never heard the story of Jesus. We 
must send more ministers and 
teachers who love the Bible so that 
more may hear the story we know 





and love. You can help to send 
this story by sending a Bible or a 
New Testament to some mission 
station. The next article tells you 
how you may send your gift. 

The good news of Jesus Christ is 
for all people. In the happiness that 
is yours this Christmas send a gift 
of a Bible or a New Testament that 
some boy or girl in another land 
may come to know Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Saviour. God bless you 
one and all!—Florence Stansbury. 


Bibles‘ for Mission Fields 
Here is a real opportunity for 
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boys and girls to share their extra 
Bibles and Testaments with chil- 
dren around the world. 

There is great need in every mis- 
sion field for Bibles in English. If 
you have a Bible or a Testament 
in good condition will you give it 
so that some boy or girl may have 
it to use in a Bible Study Class? 

The American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society will assemble, dis- 
tribute and pay the freight charges 
from New York to the mission field 
for all Bibles and Testaments given 
and shipped to their office. Please 
label packages BIBLES and ad- 
dress to: 

Dr. Jesse Wilson 
152 Madison Avenue 
New York 16, New York 
(5th floor) 
If you are working with a group 


of children this is an excellent proj-: 


ect for Christmas gifts to children 
in other lands. Make the project as 
meaningful as possible. Use the 
story-picture set, THE BIBLE 
TRAVELS TODAY, to help chil- 
dren visualize the need for Bibles 
today! 

When all the Bibles and Testa- 
ments have been given have a spe- 
cial service of dedication asking 
especially that God bless those 
who will receive them and that He 
will speak his message of love and 
faith to each new learner, who in 
turn, we pray, will hear and obey 
the call, “Follow me.” 


Dear Boys and Girls of the United 
States, 

We are so happy to be your spe- 
cial interest foreign missionaries, 
because we know just who you are, 
and what you’re like, for we had 
Children’s World Crusade groups 
in the churches we served in the 
States too. 

You know Filipino children are 
like American children in so many 
ways. Would you believe it if I told 
you they like candy, and games, 
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and going barefoot, and school, and 
nice clothes, and sleeping late in 
the morning sometimes, and going 
to Sunday School too? Only they 
don’t get as much candy as you do 
for most of them are poor. All of 
the candy sold in the shops and 
stores is from the states and costs 
them 4 times as much as it does 
you. But the country children are 
fortunate, for they just go outside 
and cut off a piece of sugar cane, 
tearing off the outer bark with 
their teeth to get at the sweet ten- 
der insides. 

Yes, I said they like to play. 
Only not many have balls, as they 
have to be imported from the states 
too, and there is so little money to 
buy things. Instead, they take a 
large copper penny, about the size 
of our 25¢ piece, and wrap or twist 
it inside a small piece of cellophane 
like you see a candy kiss. This they 
drop and kick it up in the air with 
the inside of their ankle before it 
hits the ground. They try to keep 
the penny in the air, not hitting 
the ground as long as they can. 
The neighbor children come into 
our large yard quite often and play 
with our David’s ball. 

Sometimes I feel sorry for Amer- 
ican children because you have to 
wear shoes so much of the year. 
Here the children don’t have to 
wait until summer time to go bare- 
foot; they can go without shoes all 
the time because it is so warm. Our 
81% year old boy goes barefooted 
too, both outside and inside, except 
when he goes with us to town or 
church. 





Rev. and Mrs. Eugene A. Bjork 
and son 





Most of the children go to school 
when they are old enough. Not all, 
though, for some cannot afford the 
tuition and book rental charge. 
You see, the war did so much dam- 
age to school buildings. Before 
many schools were made of cement 
and stucco, with good floors in 
them; now they are just bamboo 
and nipa thatch roof with dirt 
floors. Last year many children had 
to bring their own chairs from 
home to sit on, some just stood up 
or sat on the floor if they had too 
far to come to carry chairs. Some 
of our Christian teachers have 
started Kindergartens; others have 
started Christian high-schools. If 
you have any good used children’s 
books, for any age, that you are 
not using anymore, they would 
certainly be appreciated here. All 
school children are learning to 
read, write, and speak English. 

Of course the children here like 
to go to Sunday School and hear 
about Jesus. They don’t have nice 
class rooms like most of you, but 
meet in one corner of a one room 
small chapel or church made of 
bamboo with nipa roof. They sing 
without piano or organ, as there 
are only two small organs and one 
small piano among the 48 churches 
in this one province on the island 
of Negros. But they sing the same 
songs you do, and listen to the 
same stories about Jesus, for we all 
worship and believe in the same 
God. Someday some of you will 
have personal experiences with 
Filipino children and learn to know 
them and love them as we do. 

We feel it a privilege to be spe- 
cial interest missionaries for the 
children. These who are children 
now will be teen age young people 
when we return to the States in 444 
years. Maybe we will have the 
chance then to meet many of these 
young people at assembly camps. 


Your Missionariesin the Philippines 


Rev. and Mrs. Eugene A. Bjork 
DECEMBER 1947 





























































European war orphans at a reception center in New York City 


War Orphans 
Working through the Displaced 
Persons Committee of Church 
World Service, and the U. S. Com- 
mittee for the Care of European 
Children, the World Relief Com- 
mittee of the Northern Baptist 
Convention is helping such little 
war orphans as are pictured on this 
page. The picture was taken at the 
New York Reception Center which 
was visited by members of our 

World Relief Committee. 


Christmas in Ouzinkie, Alaska 


Christmas at Baker Cottage be- 
gins with the Thanksgiving tur- 
key’s wishbone. Every one receives 
a piece of yarn which is tied on the 
bone after one has made a wish. 
The wish must be for something 
that can be bought at the village 
store, costing a dollar or less. As we 
wished we tied the yarn on the 
bone and passed it on to the next 
one until all had made a wish. The 
bone was then placed on top of the 
Christmas: tree that graced our 
corner table. Before Christmas ar- 
rived we had had three different 
trees because they shed their foli- 
age so fast. You see all we need to 
do is to go out and cut down a tree. 
Each one tries to guess one per- 
son’s wish. When he has guessed 
correctly he has the privilege of 
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going down to the store, buying 
the article, wrapping and placing 
it under the tree where it remains 
until Christmas Eve. After supper 
dishes are washed, we all gather 
around the tree and open our pack- 
ages. My wish was pineapple juice 
and I received two big cans. The 
tree is decorated with ornaments 
earned by the children. At the end 
of each. day if their behavior has 
been good they have earned an 
ornament which is placed on the 
tree. When seven decorations have 
been earned a larger one is given. 
By Christmas Eve the tree has 
many ornaments. , 

The Sunday school program was 
presented Sunday evening in the 
Huckleberry Chapel filled with 
village people. 

About four o’clock the next day 
eleven children and myself de- 
livered the four Cheer Baskets that 
had been filled and went into the 
homes of shut-ins to sing carols, 
recited scripture and prayer. Tears 
were in the eyes of some. This hour 
was one of the happiest I have 
spent here on the island. 

Our Christmas parties all took 
place the week before Christmas. 
Each group had their hour, refresh- 
ments, worship period and gifts— 
thanks to our many friends in the 
States. 





When Christmas Day arrived 
for the excited Baker children, the 
first thing we did. was to find a 
stocking with our name on it and 
empty the contents. What fun to 
find gum, candy, nuts, pop, toys, 
oranges, apples and other articles 
too numerous to mention. Then we 
took time to eat breakfast and 
wash dishes. At last Santa came! 
What fun it was to watch the ex- 
cited youngsters open their pack- 
ages and find just what they had 
been wanting or some surprise. 
Several said: “It’s the best Christ- 
mas I’ve ever had.” 

Christmas in the village is not 
over on December 25th. On Janu- 
ary 7th the village folk begin their 
Christmas celebration. There are 
three eight-pointed stars in the vil- 
lage, which are carried by three 
groups of carollers who go from 
house to house singing Russian 
carols including “Silent Night” 
and many Happy New Years in 
English. Two groups visited our 
Home. A group of 40 young people 
and children and the church choir 
came filing into the house. They 
looked for a picture of Christ, stood 
facing it, and sang while the one 
that held the star kept whirling it. 
The star is decorated with paper 


’ flowers, tinsel and crepe paper, and 


in the center is a holy picture. After 
the singing we invited the group to 
be seated and treated them to 
apples and candy. 

On January 14, the Russian New 
Year, masqueraders come to the 
homes, disguised so that no one 
would recognize them. After three 
days of masking they must go to 
church to go through a purifying 
ceremony so that their evil intents 
will be washed away and they can 
take communion again. We wonder 
what Christ really means to them, 
for much drinking and dancing is 
going on during the holidays. Pray 
that a revival may come to our vil- 
lage and that souls may be saved. 
—Jean O. Lund. 
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The Children’s Prayer Song 


By Exizapeta Mar Crossy 


(This hymn was sung by the children 
in the churches of Lynn, Mass. on 
World Prayer Day) 


Father, bless thy little children 
As we come to thee in prayer; 
We are safe from harm and danger, 
For we have thy loving care. 
Father, for our homes we thank 

thee 
And our parents kind and dear, 
For the sunshine and the flowers 
For sweet bird songs that we 
hear. 


Father, fill our hearts with kindness 
For all children of the earth; 

We would love them of all races, 
In whatever land their birth. 

Father, for our lives we thank thee, 
For our clothing, food, and 

friends; 

Everything we have, dear Father, 

On thy loving care depends. 


(Tonp—What a Friend We Have 
in Jesus) 


Little brother 


“Mukerji, what are you going to 
be when you grow up?” the kind, 
white teacher was asking Mukerji, 
a little Indian boy as they walked 
along the path under the mango 
trees in front of the mission school. 

“TI don’t know,” Mukerji re- 
plied, “but my little brother is 
going to be a beggar.” 

“A beggar. But a beggar’s life in 
India is full of sin and dirtiness. 
Why ever would he choose to be a 
beggar?” 

“He does not choose, Mem- 
sahib,”” Mukerji explained. “There 
is nothing else he can do because he 
is blind.” 

“How did he become blind?” 
the missionary lady asked. 

“He was very sick. Our father 
and mother and my older brothers 
were very much afraid of the evil 
spirits that they thought were 
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causing his sickness. So they took 
him to the witch doctor. They did 
not know what else to do. Then he 
became blind. My brothers are 
coming to see me this afternoon. 
They can tell you all about it.” 

So when the brothers came, 
Mukerji sent them to see the mis 
sionary lady. They had with them 
the little blind brother. He laughed 
and talked with the missionary. 

“Such a beautiful, bright child,” 
the missionary thought. “I wish 
we had money to send him to the 
blind school so he could learn a 
good trade to earn his living in- 
stead of having to beg.”’ The fam- 
ily, she knew, was very poor and 
could not even pay for Mukerji in 
the mission school. 

“We will pray about it until 
next hot season. Then you come to 
see me again,” the missionary said. 





One day in the mail there came a 
letter from a Sunday School class of 
boys in America. It read, 

“We boys want to do something 
more than we are already doing in 
putting our missionary money in 
the church envélopes. We won- 
dered if there was something we 
could do for some little Indian boy. 
We do not have a lot of money but 
we could give a certain amount 
every month and we would keep it 


up.” 

“The answer to our prayers,” 
the missionary lady said at once. 
“This money will keep Mukerji’s 
brother in school.” 

So when the brothers came to 
see her again, she was very happy 
to tell them that when the rains 
broke again and schools started, 
the little blind brother could go to 
the school for the blind. 





THE OPEN FORUM OF METHODS 


Conpucrep BY EvizaBerTH I. FENsoM 
Council on Finance and Promotion, 152 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 





Season’s Greetings! 


Good news for Program Chair- 
men is conveyed in these Greetings 
from various organizations, for 
new tools and new methods are 
always welcome. 

From the Baptist Literature Bu- 
reau—It is expected that by the 
time this issue of Misstons reaches 
you, A Book of Remembrance for 
1948 will be ready. Last year sev- 
eral hundred would-be purchasers 
were disappointed because the 
book was “sold out” early in Feb- 
ruary. In spite of rising costs, the 
book, with all its helpful features, 
will still sell for 25¢ a copy. (Order 
from the nearest denominational 
bookstore.) 

Suggestions for using A Book of 
Remembrance in programs and de- 
votional services will be given in 
the January issue of Program 


Pointers, which will be mailed to 
subscribers to New Literature that 
month. If you are not a subscriber, 
a copy will be sent to you free on 
request—Just send a card to the 
address given above. 

From Miss Ada Stearns, Edi- 
torial Secretary of the W. A. B. 
F. M. S.—*As you plan your pro- 
grams for the Crusade for Christ 
through Evangelism, have you 
thought of an excellent program 
that you may already have at 
hand? In the program booklet, 
Thy Will, is a dramatic presenta- 
tion of the dedication of a Chris- 
tian home. No one knows of any 
other such program on the Chris- 
tian home this side of India, and 
the one recently written there has 
not yet reached the U. S. A. (We 
have just heard that an Indian 
author has written a drama on the 
home.) Would this not be just the 
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time to turn to that program in 
Thy Will which fits so beautifully 
the evangelistic emphasis in the 
home? If you no longer have a copy 
of Thy Will, you may secure one 
for ten cents from the Baptist Lit- 
erature Bureau.” 

From Welthy Honsinger Fisher, 
Chairman of the World Day of 
Prayer Committee—“Once again 
the ringing call to the World Day 
of Prayer comes to our Fellow- 
ship. If you have a calendar for 
1948, draw a circle now around the 
date, Friday, February 13... 
This year the theme is “The 
World at Prayer.” And the motto: 
“Each one reach one.” You will 
want to place the colorful poster 
[10 cents] in every church in your 
community and in libraries, busi- 
ness houses and other strategic 
places. Its symbolic figures bowed 
before the cross call us to united 
prayer for the world which stands 
in the background . . . The pro- 
gram this year contains not only 
the worship service but the excit- 
ing facts of the history of prayer in 
the lives of Christian women as 
they prayed and worked and came 
together in united service for the 
world. It becomes a reference book- 
let which you will want to file in 
your library. (Price 5¢ per copy; 
$5 per 100.) And The Children’s 
Servicel This is likewise woven 
round the Lord’s Prayer. The 
Prayer is interpreted in terms of 
today’s world so that as children 
pray they will be aware of Mi- 
grants and Indians and of boys 
and girls across the sea. It makes 
familiar words come alive with 
meaning. (Price 5¢ per copy; $4 
per 100.) The Guide for Leaders 
is compact and succinct and full of 
ideas and information that will 
help you in planning both adult 
and children’s services.” In addi- 
tion to the materials listed in these 
excerpts from Mrs. Fisher’s let- 
ter, there is A Call to Prayer, priced 
at 10¢ per 100. Orders for World 













Day of Prayer supplies should be 
sent to the nearest denominational 
bookstore. 

From the Christian Friendliness 
Department—Have you used our 
new play, The Wall Is Down? In 
this play in three scenes, Ethel F. 
Brown, shows how a wall of preju- 
dice, dividing a Jewish family 
from its neighbors, was broken 
down. Characters required—four 
women, two young women, and 
three children whose voices are 
heard off-stage. Their parts may 
be played by adults. Price 15¢. 
Order from Christian Friendliness 
Department, 152 Madison Avenue, 
New York 16, N. Y. 

From the Open Forum: We take 
this opportunity to express our ap- 
preciation of the many helpful let- 
ters received during the past year, 
and the hope that in 1948 many 
more will share with MzuSsIons’ 
readers their outstanding programs 
and methods. Why not begin by 
writing us about your World Mis- 
ston Tour? 
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By providing for those who mean 
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Faith is a wonderful, quality. With faith 
you face the future secure in the know- 
ledge that the things you believe in will 
stand the test of time... that someday 
the mystery of life will be- revealed to 
you in all its glory. i 
Those who love you and depend on 
you also have faith. .. faith that you will 
protect and care for them now—and in 
the years to come. Such faith is worth 
thinking about NOW. Have you planned 
for a future that will justify their faith? 
Have you thought of what might happen 
if you were no longer here to provide 
for them? 
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A Christmas Play 
from Africa 


(Continued from page 619) 


King Herod may seek out the child 
to kill him. (They agree and go off, 
singing the last stanza of the song 
with the angel choir, who also leave.) 


Scene Five—The Flight 


(Mary and Joseph settle down to 
rest. While Joseph is asleep, 
Gabriel enters and speaks to him.) 
GaBRIEL: Joseph, awake and 
take the young child and his 
mother and flee to Egypt. For even 
now Herod has it in his mind to 
search Him out and kill Him. 
Therefore, flee, and do not return 
until you are told that it is safe. 
(He disappears. Joseph wakes up.) 
JosepH: Come, Mary, we must 
go quickly, for they will try to kill 
our babe. Just now an angel ap- 
peared to me and told me to take 
you both quickly to Egypt. (Joseph 
takes the child, Mary takes the gifts, 
and Joseph helps Mary off the stage.) 
James: And so they took Jesus 
to Egypt. When He was still a 
young child the angel appeared to 
them again, and they returned to 
Nazareth. And there I was born, 
and grew up under the watchful 
care of my dearly beloved brother, 
Jesus. (His sadness returns to him.) 
Yes, I grew up with Him, and yet 
I never knew He was the Son of 
God until it was too late. (He sits 
down and weeps. Then the Second 
Speaker puts his hand on his shoul- 
der, and tries to comfort him.) 
Seconp SpeaKER: Dear Friend, 
you have to forget all that. It is all 
past now. Jesus came to bring joy 
and happiness to us, not reproach 
and blame. There are many of us 
here who never accepted him while 
he was with us. There are others 
who did, but failed Him in the hour 
of trial. He does not hold that 
against us. Jesus understands bet- 
ter than any of us what was and is 
in our hearts. Do you not see that 
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the past is done? It is the future 
which is ours. You have the great 
work of building His Kingdom here 
on earth. 

James: Yes you are right. From 
now on I will look only ahead 
toward the great work He has 
given me. Indeed, all of us must 
pledge ourselves again to the 
building of His church here on 
earth, that all people may come to 
know the saving love of Jesus and 
of our Father God. 

Let us pray. 
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hunger for the Christian gospel 
in BURMA today. 











YOU CAN HELP 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
(Continued from page 611) 


> THe Great Succession, by 
Ernest A. Payne, contains essays 
in biographies of British leaders of 
the Baptist Missionary Society 
during the 19th century. The work 
is characterized by genuine re- 
search. (Carey Press; 128 pages; 
$1.00.) 


> THe Guiory or THE Empty 
Toms, by Samuel M. Zwemer, 
states that “the essence of Chris- 
tianity includes the supernatural 
birth of Jesus, His death on the 
cross, and His glorious Resurrec- 
tion.” With this as fundamental, 
the bodily resurrection of Christ 
is studied as proof of the Christian 
faith and hope. (Revell; 170 pages; 
$2.00.) 


> How To Increase CuurcaH IN- 
coME, by Weldon Crossland, is 
written by a Methodist clergyman 
who has had unusual results .in 
increasing church giving. He dis- 
cusses principles that are basic, 
plans that are practical, publicity 
that persuades, and techniques 
that should induce children, young 
people, and adults to become Chris- 
tian stewards. Sample letters, 
pledge cards, publicity releases, 
etc., enhance the practical value of 
the volume. Church giving is not 
increased by any magical formula, 
but by patient and persistent edu- 
cational measures. This book pro- 
vides a workable program. (Ab- 
ingdon-Cokesbury; 159 pages; 
$1.50.) 


> PractTicAL SERMON OUTLINES, 
by H. K. Downie, offers 66 sermon 
outlines that are orthodox, Biblical 
and evangelistic. (Zondervan; 118 
pages; $1.50.) 


> WuirHer, O Wor.p?, by James 
H. Thomas, makes enquiry into 
the world of tomorrow. (Christo- 
pher; 109 pages; $2.00.) 
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> Dark Guory, by Harry V. 
Richardson, traces the history of 
the Negro church in the South 
from slave days to the present, 
giving a vivid picture of the reli- 
gious, economic, and social condi- 
tions of rural Negro life. (Friend- 
ship Press; 209 pages; $2.00.) 


Books Received 


Maxine THe Peace TREATIEs, 
1941-1947, A History of the making of 
the peace beginning with the Atlantic 
Charter. Department of State, Wash- 
ington, D. C., 150 pages, $.50. 

A History or Tue Jews, From the 
Babylonian Exile to the end of World 
War II, by Solomon Graysel, Jewish 
Publication Society, 835 pages, $3.50. 








PRAYER AND THE Lorp’s PRAYER, 
by Charles Gore, late Bishop of Oxford, 
Harper and Brothers, 124 pages, $1.25. 

Ports oF CuxrisTiAN THOUGHT, 
Evaluations from Dante to Eliot, 
including Shakespeare, Milton, Brown- 
ing, Emerson and others, by Henry 
M. Battenhouse, Ronald Press, 175 
pages, $2.50. 

First Steps in Prayer, by Kermit 
R. Olsen, Revell, 118 pages, $1.25. 

DARKNESS OF THE Sun, the Story of 
Christianity in Japan and the Orient 
during the war years, by Richard 
Terrill Baker, Abingdon Cokesbury, 
254 pages, $2.50. 

Gop THE Onty Divine Wispom, by 
Peter Anastas, Chapman and Grimes, 
250 pages, $3.00. 

An IntRODUCTION TO JESUS FOR THE 
TwentietaH Century, by R. W. 
Stewart, Macmillan, 127 pages, $1.75. 

THe WILLOW AND THE BripGe, 
Poems and Meditations by Toyohiko 
Kagawa and Franklin Cole, Association 
Press, 84 pages, $1.50. 

Tue Questing Spirit, Religion in 
the Literature of our Time, compiled 
from 400 short stories, poems, plays, 
and affirmations, Selected and edited 
by Halford E. Luccock and Francis 
Brentano, Coward-McCann, 717 pages, 
$5.00. 

A Correction 

A Curistmas Secret, by William 
Allen Knight, reviewed on page 414 in 
September was incorrect)y priced at 
75 cents. The correct price is $1.00. 
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N OTHING can better express 
the joy of Christmas than the 
music of beautiful bells. Borne 
through the skies on golden wings, 
it soars straight to our hearts and 
makes even more ecstatic the 
happiness that dwells there. 


That has been true’ down 
through the centuries: the dark- 
ness of doubt and selfishness has 
ever vanished before the bril- 
liance of the Spirit of Christmas. 


Down through the centuries, 
too, multitudes have hearkened 
to bells, and to carillons — and 
this love of bell music has never 
waned. Why not plan to thrill 
your community with the sweet- 
est bell music ever heard — the 
music of CARILLONIC BELLS. In- 
quire about this modern carillon 
now if installation by Christmas 
is desired. Write Dept. M-15. 


\W ELECTRONICS, inc 


BA Schulmerch 


CARILLOMIC BELLS © TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS © ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS » SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS » CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
SELLERSVILLE, PA, 
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Now is the time to order your new 


SNOW DEN-DOUGLASS 
Sunday School Lessons 


The 1948 edition of Dr. Earl 
L. Douglass’ practical expo- 
sitions of the International 
Sunday School Lessons con- 
tains an entirely New Fea- 
ture. Striking illustrative 
material — brief stories from 
history, literature or from 
present-day happenings — 
serve vividly to drive home 
the important teachings of 
each lesson. This 27th an- 


nual volume of lessons gives 


a clear, crisp explanation of 
each weekly lesson, with im- 
portant points in bold type, 
and a special section entitled 
“Hints to Teachers.”’ Every 
teacher will find it invalu- 
able for class preparation. 
The Review and Expositor 
says ‘**Snowden’s’ has 
proved its worth through 
the years and deserves a 
place on every alert teacher’s 
bookshelf.”’ $2.00 


At your denominational bookstore or 


The Macmillan Company 


60 Fifth Avenue 


. New York 11 
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Chinese Convention Guar- 
antees Farmer Loans 


Through the help of the Chinese 
Baptist Convention in Swatow, 
South China, the Christian farmer 
in China has achieved a high credit 
rating. During the planting season 
our Chinese Convention office was 
filled with Christian farmers from 
our inland churches who came to 
make application to the Farmer’s 
Bank for commercial fertilizer. Mr. 
S. K. Lo, the Convention Secre- 
tary, made special arrangements 
with the President of the Bank to 
lend money to our Christian farm- 
ers for the purchase of American 
fertilizer. According to the agree- 
ment, the loans are to be paid back 
within six months at a nominal 
rate of interest. Since the price of 
the fertilizer is less than half the 
market price, this means a huge 


saving to the farmers. One signifi- 
cant thing about the agreement is 
that only the guarantee of our 
Baptist Convention is necessary 
to secure the loan, and no investi- 
gation is required. In the case of 
other farmers applying for loans, 
business firms must guarantee pay- 
ment. When calling on the Presi- 
dent of the bank with Mr. Lo, I 
thanked him for this aid to our 
farmers. To my surprise, he thanked 
us for helping him get the fertilizer 
into the hands of the farmers. His 
inference was that due to dishonest 
administration on the part of most 
local agencies, the farmers did not 
receive the benefit they should. It 
is significant that although the 
President of this Bank is not a 
Christian, he believes the church 
will be just and honest in adminis- 
tering this aid—Carl M. Capen, 
Swatow, South China. 
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R every one of the 91 days of January, February and March, 1948, THe Secret 
PLace provides a helpful devotional reading for individual or family use. 


On each of these pages a different fellow-Christian offers a spiritual thought to stock 
your mind, a profitable message from the Word of God, a verse for the day, and a 
strengthening prayer. The name and address of every contributor is given. 


In the new year your soul may be rich in Christian fellowship and strong in spiritual 
power if you will let Tae Secret PLace become your guide for daily worship. It will 
help fulfil the promise, “As thy days, so shall thy strength be.” 


Wanted: An agent in every local church, who, 
as a labor of love and Christian concern, will ac- 
cept consigned copies of Taz Secret Prace (10 
or more), see that every family gets one, and remit 
to the publishers, at 5 cents each, for every copy 


sold. It is a good way to be useful — and ap- 
1703 CHESTNUT STREET - PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. preciated. 
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THE FOREIGN MISSION CHRONICLE 
From the Cradle to the Grave in Missionary Service 


BORN 


To Rev. and Mrs. C. L. Kau, of 
Bengal, Orissa, a daughter, August 12. 

To Rev. and Mrs. Maurice Blan- 
chard of South India, a daughter, 
August 18. 

To Dr. and Mrs. R. B. Ainslie of 
West China, a son, October 16. 


APPOINTED 


Rev. and Mrs. W. W. Zimmer, to 
Burma, (ABFMS). 

Rev. and Mrs. Wilbur M. Fridell, 
and Rev. J. N. Nicholson, to Japan, 
(ABFMS). 


Rev. B. L. Hinchman, not desig- 


nated, (ABFMS). 

Emilie M. Ballard, R.N., to Burma, 
(WABFMS). 

Ethel G. Boggs, R.N., to the Phi- 
lippines, (WABFMS). 


SAILED 


Rev. and Mrs. Roland Metzger, 
September 3. to Belgian Congo. 

Miss Jean Lee Luckey, September 5, 
to Belgian Congo. 

Rev. and Mrs. J. Lester Knox, Miss 
Ruth Mather, September 12, to China. 

Mrs. F. G. Dickason, three children, 
September 18, to Burma. 

Rev. and Mrs. Richard Beers, one 
child; Rev. and Mrs. C. Earl Hunter- 
one child; Rev. William Hutton, Sep, 
tember 18, to Assam. 
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Rev. and Mrs. F. G. Christenson 
and Miss Florence Rowland, Sep- 
tember 18, to South India. 

Rev. and Mrs. George E. Hines, 
one son, Mrs. B. Luebeck and son, 
Rev. and Mrs. Burl A. Slocum, Sep- 
tember 19, to China. 

Master Kenneth Topping, son of 
Rev. and Mrs. W. F. Topping, October 
2, to Japan. 

Rev. and Mrs. Howard Houston, 
October 6, to Assam. 

Rev. and Mrs. Paul Lewis, October 
6, to Burma. 

Dr. and Mrs. F. F. Curry, three 
children, October 7, to Assam. 

Rev. Lewis A. Brown, October 8, to 
France (special service—see page 606). 


ARRIVED 


Mr. D. O. Smith, from Burma, 
July 21, 1947. 

Mr. C. R. Horton, from Burma, 
September 20. 


DIED 


Rev. E. N. Harris, retired, on Au- 
gust 9 (Burma 1893-1932). 





YOU HAVE BEEN IMPRESSED 


By the international scope as well as the missionary 
and educational content of this tissue. So would 2 friend 
or relative who is not tamil:ar with the magazine. 


HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT OF A 
GIFT SUBSCRIPTION? 


eAddress MISSIONS 
152 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 
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Rev. Philip S. Curtis of Donakonda, 
in South India. September 24. 

Miss Edith Wilcox, retired, Sep- 
tember 2 (Japan 1904-1933). 


Every Member Enlistment 


The week of March 7-14 has 
been designated as ENLISTMENT 


* Week for the Every Member En- 


listment campaign. Throughout 
the 34 state areas the preparations 
by each local church which is hav- 
ing its Enlistment campaign in the 
spring, will of course be part of the 
thinking now of active members in 
the churches. Not only local but 
missionary funds are ‘dependent 
upon the success of this Enlist- 
ment for the carrying out of their 
manifold opportunities and obli- 
gations. 


> THe Karen Baptist THEO- 
LOGICAL SEMINARY at Insein, 
Burma, reports an enrolment of 62 
men and 75 women students. As 
part of their practical training 
these students during a recent two- 
months period conducted 22 home 
worship services and 14 public 
worship services, with an attend- 
ance of 678 worshippers. During 
the vacation season the Student 
Gospel Teams visited 52 villages 
and conducted 299 home worship 
services and 22 public worship 
services with a total attendance 
of 2,660 adults and 1,400 children. 
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From Soap Box to Pulpit 
By MIRIAM HULL SMITH 


HAT the younger generation 
of Americans, with all its 
foibles and faults, blasé sophistica- 
tion and unpredictable behavior, is 


nevertheless responsive to any 











as Christmas cards 


For your Christmas greetings, 
send copies of The Upper Room! | 
The cost is even less than 
Christmas cards——5 cents each 
im lots of 10 or more. Special 
greeting cards included free on 


it 
| 


challenge to idealism and genuine 
Christian living, is evident from 
the following incident. It was Sat- 
urday night and the family was 
listening to a news commentator 
on the radio. A particularly blasé 
specimen of the high school genera- 
tion was slumped down on the 
cbuch, with jean-clad legs slung 
over the side, busily applying bril- 
liant vermilion polish to her finger 
nails. Suddenly the family was 
startled. After having completed 
his Saturday night roundup of the 
world’s ills and woes, the news 
commentator paused for a mo- 
ment and then closed with a stir- 
ring plea to, “Go to church tomor- 
row!”’ The family was even more 
startled when the jean-clad high 
school student looked up from her 
finger nails and said, “So, he quit 
the soap box and mounted the pul- 
pit. It’s about time somebody 
climbed on to a higher platform!” 


Caught by the Camera 


Illustrations in this Issue 
Curistmas—Sistine Madonna, 584; 
Meaning of rags, front cover. 
Evrope—Hunger map, 586; War- 
saw ruins and transportation, 588; 
Holland Baptist pastor, 588; Dutch 
Baptists, Amsterdam, 592; Rumanian 
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PEPPERELL BLANKET CLUB PLAN, 
including Record Book, Membership 
Cards and Color Swatches, FREE. 
WRITE TODAY, giving Name, Address, 
Organization, Number Members. 


We Can Also Supply PEPPERELL SHEETS On The Club Plan 
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Fine materials, beautiful work, 
pleasingly low prices. Catalog and 


samples on request. State your 
needs and name of church. 


DE MOULIN BROS, & CO. 
1162 S. 4th St., Greenville, Iik 











Baptist church parish, 591; Canadian 
War Memorial, 590. 

JaPpaN—Mabie Memorial College 
faculty, 597; Girls School, Sendai, 598. 

MisceLLanrous—Ruth Guild, Lima, 
Ohio, 626; Delegates at Oslo Youth 
Conference, 625. 

Personaities—Alice C. Bixby, 
600; Saburo Namioka, 600; Tadao 
Naito, 599; Margaret E. Cuddeback, 
599; Harry S. Truman, 602; C. Oscar 
Johnson, 602; E. H. Pruden, 602; Rev. 
and Mrs. Eugene Bjork, 628; Mary 
Setzekorn, 602; Ruth M. Carr, 620; 
Isabelle M. Gates, 620; Otillie Pechous, 
620. 

War—Vivy Ridge Memorial, 590; 
Wartime church service at sea, 594. 

Worip Re.ier—Girl with CARE 
package, 617; War Orphans, 629. 


THE LAST WORD 


The Necessity of Hard Work 
OME Club Managers find it easy 


to secure subscriptions to Mis- 
sions. Others have to work very 
hard because of certain unfavor- 
able conditions. Among the latter 
is a Club Manager ih Kansas who 
wrote the Editor as follows:— 

I am enclosing my list of 18 sub- 
scribers. I had to work very hard to 
secure these as this is not a Baptist 
town and there are only a few Baptists 
here. There are four other churches in 
our town, Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Christian, and Nazarene. A new 
Roman Catholic church is planned to 
be built just a mile west of the town. 
Our other nearest Baptist church is 
20 miles away. May God richly bless 
our magazine and its editor.—Leona 
I. Breeden 

To Mrs. Breeden hearty thanks 
for her splendid cooperation. Her 
success under difficult conditions 
should be an inspiration and a 
challenge to other Club Managers. 
And above all, it should prompt in 
all subscribers cooperation with 
the Club Managers when subscrip- 
tion renewal time comes around so 
that the Club Manager’s time may 
be saved and the burden eased in 
helping to maintain the magazine’s 
circulation. 
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God So Loved 
the World.... 


God’s gift of Jesus, for the salva- 
tion of the world, means more 
today than ever before — because 
more people now living count 
Him as their Saviour. 


Yet millions have never even 
heard of Him. 


Northern Baptists 
Also Have So 
Loved the World.... 


They have sent missionaries to 
ten mission fields through their 
two Foreign Mission Societies. 


Now in service are 436 mission- 
aries as doctors, nurses, teachers, 
preachers — evangelists all! 


Annuity Gifts for three-quarters 
of a century have helped support 
Northern Baptist missionaries. 


Your annuity gift can continue 
this support, and can be 





For the story of this picture, see page 605 


A (hrisimas Gift to the (hrist of (hristmas 


AN ANNUITY GIFT WILL ALSO PROVIDE A SUBSTANTIAL RETURN TO YOU FOR LIFE 
Write today for a copy of 
“ANNUITIES—A WAY TO GIVE AND TO RECEIVE” 


Jesse R. Wilson, AMERICAN BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY 
OR 
“BUILDING TOMORROW’S WORLD” 
Miss Annie E. Root, WOMAN’S AMERICAN BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY 


ADDRESS BOTH AT 152 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 


COMPOSED AND PRINTED BY UNION LABOR 
AT THE RUMFORD PRESS. CONCORD, NW. H. 
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A Finnish Hospital Celebrates Christmas 


Give a CA RE Package for CHRISTMAS 


What better way can be found to celebrate Christ’s birthday than by giving a CARE 


package for some needy family in Europe? 





$10 will pay for a CARE package. Send your check through 
your local church treasurer. Indicate plainly that it is for a CARE 
package. Please ACT NOW — people are hungry! Other CARE 


packages contain: woolen suiting, blankets, a layette. 











The promotion of CARE, sponsored by the National Committee on Woman’s 
Work, is a regular part of our Northern Baptist relief program. The total denomi- 
national goal is 10,000 packages to be distributed largely by our two Foreign 
Societies (ABFMS and WABFMS). ....... . . “Share through CARE.” 
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